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We just came through
“High Season” here in central Florida, the time when the
Snowbirds fill our activities with their
energy and enthusiasm. The time we
concentrate our efforts as a club.
In the past two months we have
been very busy indeed. A very interested group of our membership chose
to motor to West Palm Beach
with Gordon Platt and view the Orbis flying hospital of which he is a
volunteer pilot. The MD10 was in
town for tours March 8th,9th and
10th. Gordon gave the members the
insiders tour. Also on March 9th we
took a group of hungry members to
Tavares and Okeefe’s Irish Pub and
Restaurant for dinner and then to
Tavares Ice Cream for dessert. Sec-

ond Friday Ice Cream Run don’t you
know?
The Villages Region monthly
meeting on the 12th of march featured the Old Time Radio Drama
Club with a Burns and Allen presentation along with an episode of “My
Favorite Husband.”
The second annual Chowdah
Fest hosted by KOTR was held on the
25th of March, that featuring a concert by Patchouli. What an event that
was. All the details are inside for your
reading pleasure.
March 11th found some of
membership in Ocala for that region’s monthly meeting
at the
home of Pam and Frank Stafford. Be
prepared to be
amazed at their collections on pages
four and five.

And a surprise finale for the
2018 “HIGH SEASON” of AACA in
The Villages
and Leesburg. The Magical Mystery
Tour. A story so grand that it will
take more space to tell than we have
in this issue of KOTR PINS. You will
just have to be content to wait for the
June issue to arrive to see the entire
story of this spectacular event.
You will have to agree that we
do things in a GRAND STYLE here.
Do it right, do it BIG and do it
with style.
We have more to come in the
months ahead, ice cream runs, KOTR
DAY and a father’s day event too. We
are not playing dead for the Summer.
On the cover
This 1949 Studebaker pickup truck was seen in the
bone pile at the Cade collection that we visited last
December in Gainesville.

March 9th had both TVR and KOTR on the
road again for a Drive-N-Dine and an Ice Cream Run.
Actually it was a walk, not a run. The Drive-N-Dine took
us to O’Keefe’s Irish Pub and Restaurant in nearby
Tavares for dinner and the Ice Cream (walk) took us
around the corner to Tavares Ice Cream for some truly
wonderful scoops of Hershey’s ice cream. As you can
see below a little cup was not enough for Rich Courmettes, he had to go back in for the $100 size cone.
Seventeen members of TVR and KOTR had a wonderful
evening of old cars and good food with a beautiful sunset drive back home with friends, the AACA way. If you
missed this one we’ll be on the road again in April.

Every once
in a while we get to have a
unique experience in our lives.
On March 11th the Ocala region
was invited to have their monthly
meeting at the home of Frank &

Pam Stafford, region president.
Rich Courmettes, Gordon Platt
and I, Jim Rentz attended this
meeting with the thought of

publicizing the Chowdah Fest.
What we got was a treat beyond
our wildest expectations.
You have to understand

that both Frank and Pam are
collectors of most things. You
will see on these two
pages just a small
glimpse of what they
have accumulated
over the years in their
home, all beautifully displayed
to be enjoyed every day the way
they are meant to be. Not stuck
away in a storage facility some
place. Enjoy what you have and
share it with your good friends.
Thank you Frank and Pam.

The collections start outside and
you are led into an evermore
staggering display of artifacts from
the past. What a great expanse of
interests from long ago, every nook
and cranny is filled with great clips
of days passed by but not forgotten.
To live once again in our memories.
Frank was raised in Ocala so it runs
in his DNA to help preserve those
days of yore when times were a bit
less hectic.
The various collections of Pam and Frank
are all in working order and ready to take
you back to the days of your youth and
then some. How could you not want to
jump into this 1958 Corvette bumper car
and spin around the floor or bebop to
Buddy Holly on the juke box. The hours
spent in the penny arcade playing pinball
all come flashing back again. We could
play for hours on just one quarter.

Who can resist the aroma of fresh
roasted peanuts or simply playing
with a plasma ball as Rich Courmettes
so ably shows.
A Ferris wheel gondola makes for a
marvelous back porch settee to take
you back in time if only for a few
moments. Good friends gathering for
a little time traveling makes for a
great Sunday afternoon.

Good folks having a good time with
each other and great “vittles” among
our memories is what aging is all
about. “I may be getting older but I’m
not going to grow up anymore.”
Sharing our pasts with each other is
what AACA is about. Add in the great
cars and we are in the right place at
the right time. This was a great “trip”
For all who came. Thank you! It was
a real treat.

If only for a short while,
on March 12th, the Zimbabwe
Room at Odell was transformed into a radio studio at
CBS in 1950. The Villages
Old Time Radio Drama club
recreated a Burns and Allen
show about taxes as we enter
tax season here.
The audience of 35
members and guests were

The Old Time Radio
Players had its beginning back in
2006 headed by Jim Rentz as a
way to revive the “golden years”
of radio and the theater of the
mind. The plan from the beginning was to get into this form of
production but it took the talents
of Ed Williams to make it all come
together like this.
There is still one more

concept that I had from the
beginning and that was to develop
some stories concerning the fictional histories of Spanish Springs,
Sumter Landing and now Brownwood as well. Might make for
some interesting “radio.”
Maybe we can still make it
happen in the future as we go back.

transported to the golden age
of radio, a time before television and the internet. We were
also treated to and episode of
“My Favorite Husband” as well
as a take off on “Who’s on
first?” and the great spoof of
Jack Webb’s “Copper Clapper
Caper.”
A great TVR monthly
meeting with a little time travel.

The April 9th meeting of The Villages region was a
movie night for the membership and six guests, 42 in all.
The club provided pop corn and other snacks for the
movie “Horatio’s Drive,” a Ken Burns documentary on
the first transcontinental drive across the United States
in 1904.
Members also participated in setting goals for the
immediate future of the region as Gordon Platt is resigning his presidency as of May 1st to give closer attention to
his projects outside of TVR. Jimmy Cipollone agreed to
be the interim president until such time that elections
can be held in the Fall to re-staff the administration of
the club. We also had Chuck Johnson and Bob Briggs
volunteer to be on the board of directors to help guide us
along.
The Saga of Horatio Jackson’s adventure continues
at the May 14th TVR meeting. The clips on the right are
from the second installment and the color shot is from
the Smithsonian Institute’s exhibit of this epic event. In
part II we’ll learn more about his new companion in the
goggles. Plan on being present to see how this concludes
and be sure to bring your snacks and drinks with you
once again. See you there.

ORBIS MISSION
To eradicate preventable
blindness in under served
peoples of the world. To this
end a cadre of dedicated
men and women are sent to
remote areas around the
world to heal the afflicted
and to teach their doctors
the latest procedures.

Gordon Platt , TVR president,
and eight fellow members traveled
to West Palm Beach for a very
special tour of the Orbis Flying
Hospital. Gordon is one of the
pilots for this mission of mercy.
Above Bobby and Nancy Luttrell
pose before entering the MD10.
On the right, Gordon, left, and the
gang stop for a shot in front of the
flight safety center.

Above is the classroom in the hospital. Kind of reminds
me of my teaching days, students going in all directions
and claiming attentiveness. They never grow up do they?

On the left Bob Peterson and Jimmy Cipollone are impressed
with chief flight mechanic, Val Sulberg
and her tool box. It’s a
guy thing, all the tools
in their little sockets.
On the right is an improbable sight of Mr.
Cipollone in the pilot’s
seat of the mighty
MD10. “Back is up
and forward down,
correct?”
In order to enter the more sterile areas of the hospital it is essential to put on booties prior to entry. On the
left John Peters uses the automatic bootie cover
device. John’s getting ready to “shake his booty.”
On the right is the closed circuit TV image of the
operating room procedure used to instruct on the
various procedures on the eye.
Of the nine folks in attendance there were two
groups, one that went down and back on Thursday the
8th and the other stayed over night to return on Friday
after a little bit of shopping around.
The tour began at 7:30 AM from the Brownwood
Dunkin Donuts and we arrived in West Palm at 11:20,
just in time for our 11:30 tour of the hospital.
One of the most unique features, not yet used in actual practice was the anatomically correct child simulator that could produce all the anticipated symptoms
that may be encountered in the various procedures
performed on board.
This tour opened the eyes of all participants as to
what is possible when folks get together to solve a
problem using their talents and wisdom to make this a
better world in which to live.

The Kiwanis Club of near bye Lady Lake asked for
a few old cars for their annual Easter Egg Hunt.
TVR and KOTR filled the bill as we brought eleven
cars to the outfield of the Lady Lake softball fields.
Lined up just off the infield area tables were set up
to pass out candies to the children in the area as an
added attraction to the other activities on the field.
We had cars from 1914, Leif Drexler’s Model T Ford
touring, up to Tom Schwietzer’s Corvette.
Children went from table to table gathering the
treats in their Easter baskets, some dressed in the
finest of Easter fashions.
It was a good day for AACA in Lady Lake, Florida.

The line for registration for the egg hunt
stretched for over 150 feet for nearly an hour.
Almost 1000 folks came for a good time in the
beautiful Florida sunshine. Plenty of games for
the kids and oh those sweet treats.

KOTR’s April ice cream run took us to
Baskin Robbins in The Villages. 25 members and guests took to the road for a delightful evening event with old cars and old
friends and a new toy to boot.

The big surprise for most everyone this
evening was Chuck Johnson’s new toy, a 1941
Buick Century convertible. He just got the car
one week prior. It came out of an estate in Pennsylvania. Jim Murray brought Dee Dee, his 1936
Ford phaeton to the party and Bruce Blevins his
1932 Packard Victoria as well as Larry and
Donna Jacobsen with their 1963 Buick Riviera
and Mercer and Jo Moncrief with their “new” antique 1993 Cadillac Allante, lastly Jim and Pat
Rentz in their 1935 Ford.
Old car, modern car didn’t make any difference.
We all had a great time deciding just how many
calories we could squeeze into our daily regimen.
I know for me it was way over the limit but what
the heck, it is only once a month.
In May we are going to try Coney’s Italian Ice.

March is the month that we get together for our annual “Chowdah Fest.” In 2018 it was on Sunday the
25th and was held at the Pennbrooke Fairways
Grille in nearby Leesburg. The party started at 4:30
and rolled ‘til 7:00 PM. A nearly sellout (95) crowd
enjoyed five different “chowdahs” as they chatted
and enjoyed the music of Julie and Bruce Hecksel,
better known as Patchouli.
In addition we also had a 50/50 drawing with $140
in prize money drawn and a “Chinese Auction” of
donated items netting the club $166.
The real star of the day of course was the good food,
Chowdah. Ably prepared by Tina Samuel’s crew at
the Grille. A cash bar was available this year to make
the evening event a little more enjoyable for some.
This activity is
always open to
non members as
well.

To the left are some of the
items from the “Chinese
Auction, about 30 in total.
Patchouli performed for us
once again with their sweet
sounding music.
Bruce Hecksel draws a
lucky ticket for one of the
four 50/50 drawings.
Mr. 50/50 was good
friend Jim Pusateri.

Our “Chowdah Fest” is held just for the fun of it. A chance for our
membership and friends to gather for a good time that is a little bit
different from the ordinary. That’s what KOTR is all about, a little bit
off beat in our activities schedule keeping it interesting for all to
enjoy and have fun with an old car too.
On the preceding page, far left the KOTR banner greeted festival goers at the entrance to the Grille. Inside it was Jimmy Cipollone with a
cool beer in his hand. Glenn and Zizi MacKinnon check in with Ellen
Harcourt for their wrist bands. Ed and Carolyn Jouret chat with
Annette Gey prior to the start of festivities. Center lower Sharon
Werling of The Villages shows just how big the array of Chowdahs is.
To the right Ed Jouret picks up his 50/50 winnings from Jim Pusateri.

