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 I thought that we 
might look back to a time 
that we all lived through 
when life was simpler and 
the choices were not as 
plentiful as today. Our 
friend and contributor to 

KOTR PINS, Frank 
O’Donnell, got me to 
thinking with his article 

this month, “When Things Were Simpler in Black and White.” 
 Did this month’s cover remind you of a bygone era? 
How about the little test pattern above. Remember when 
the TV repairman used that to focus the tube on the old 
black and white set in the living room? TV repairman? TV 
tube? The only thing remaining from that scene is the liv-
ing room with the big screen, plasma TV, the size of a “plate 
glass” window. Plate glass window, that too went out with 
the TV test pattern. 
 We have seen some spectacular changes in our years, 
perhaps more than in any other generation. Yet we go back 

in time with our cars. Why is that? Maybe it’s because when 
we were just young sprouts going on a road trip for the 
most part was a journey, an adventure. We packed into the 
family sedan and went to Aunt Myrtle’s. Could have been 
across town or across the country. I remember traveling 
with my grandfather in his Cadillac to Boardman, Ohio just 
20 miles away. We were going to Fron’s Candy Store on 
route 224. To me it was an adventure, I was only seven at 
the time. Those were pleasant days, then reality set in one 
year later when he passed away. 
 Today when we get behind the wheel of our old cars 
we are driving back in time to “memories” we may or may 
not have had. “Don’t make me come back there!” how often 
did you hear that coming from your mother or father in the 
front seat? Now we go out for dinner and ice cream on a 
regular basis in KOTR acting more like the little kids we 
imagine we were way back then. It’s fun getting to relive 
those times in this era of instant every thing. How come it 
takes so long for the computer to boot up today? I can’t get 
a signal here, pull over up the road a mile. Gee whiz, life 
has happened and it is wonderful isn’t it? 
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 April 18th found The Villages Region AACA 
at  the Odell Recreation Center for a pot luck  
dinner and a real “cut up” for the evenings fun  
activity. The club provided a spiral cut ham and a 
turkey for the feast while the members brought 
sides and salads and desserts. 
 After dinner there was an “Easter bonnet”  
competition. Members were given scissors (round 
pointed) and papers to create their own bonnets. 
Some even took to cutting up the table cloths for their creations. What do you 
think? Give kids (no matter their age) a chance to express themselves and 
everyone has a good time. 
 Next month’s meeting, May 13th at Odell will feature a fast paced auto trivia 
challenge. The guest speaker will be Thomas F. Murphy, retired CIA officer and 
author who now resides in The Villages. Check out some of his books at the local 
library and be prepared.    



 Each year Pennbrooke Fairways residents 
hold an annual car show for themselves. This 
year however, Tom Schweitzer, the show co-
ordinator and member of KOTR asked the local 
AACA clubs to join in on their party. KOTR and 
TVR responded with sixteen cars to add to those 
of the Fairways’ residents. 
 The show ran from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 pm, 
March 9th,  and was located adjacent to The 
Grille and bar. Anytime that you have that com-
bination close at hand, food/drink and old cars, 
you are going to have a great turnout.  
 We thank Tom for the invitation for a good 
time with old cars and good “new” friends.  

 Above left is Chuck Johnson’s 1954 GMC pick-up truck with his “sock monkey” 
along for the ride. Top right, one of the Fairways’ residents admires Rich Courmettes’ all 
original 1942 Chrysler 9 passenger sedan. One of the last built before the war morato-
rium in January. Note this one still has the chrome, probably because it was built for the 
State of New York. Below left KOTR had its banner flying high to let everyone know just 
who we are. Below center is Nyffeler’s 1953 Studebaker coupe and Glenn Mackinnon’s 
1968 Pontiac. Not all spectators are of the two legged variety. 



 Ellen Harcourt, member of KOTR 
AACA had been working for nearly one 
year to get this benefit gala organized for 
Shepherd’s Lighthouse whose mission is 
“helping homeless children and their 
mothers go from tragedy to triumph.” 
The date was March 10th and it was held 
at the nearby Grand Oaks Resort. It was 
a night of frivolity and generosity. 
 KOTR members donated time, 
money and goods and services to be auc-
tioned to the attendees in raising nearly 
$5,000 for the charity.   

 Three classic cars were staged for 
photo sessions for attendees. Bruce 
Blevins donated a “1930s dinner date” 
complete with  chauffeur driven 1933 
Packard for two at any fancy, up –scale 
restaurant within 50 miles of  The Villages. 
Also other KOTR members donating 
were Jim & Dee Murray, Frank & Dee 
O’Donnell, Jim & Pat Rentz and Rich 
Courmettes. Ellen Harcourt  was Master 
of Ceremonies for the evening. To put it 
mildly;  “...it was the Bees Knees.” 

Urs and Stefanie Nyffeler with 1933 Packard 

Charleston demonstration 

1933 Packard, 1935 Ford, 1942 Chrysler for photo ops 

Above are the 35 donated baskets 
that were part of the silent auction 
and other “bid higher  auction” 
items that the 130 patrons were to 
bid on. These and  the 1920’s music 
provided for a raucous evening’s 
entertainment. 



 Every year as the month of March 
rolls around it only seems appropriate  
that KOTR members go out for a little 
bit of  an Irish meal to celebrate Saint 
Patrick’s Day. Getting into an Irish Pub 
on the 17th is out of the question, way 
too many people to accept a large party 
so we opted to do our thing a few days in 
advance on the 15th. It worked out 
just great, the weather, the drive and 
the people. We all got to seat as a 
group and the conversation as well as 
the food was superb. 

 Following dinner at O’Keefe’s  we 
ambled around the corner to Tavares 
Ice Cream. What would a KOTR outing 
be without some ice cream? This tiny 
purveyor of fine Hershey’s Ice Cream 
was up to the  task.  
 “What shall I have, so many choices? Shall I have a 
dish or a cone, one scoop or two?” Poor Dee Murray who 
was doing very well by abstaining from this dessert treat 
had to sit and watch the rest of indulge ourselves. Finally 
giving in she just had to try the giant ice cream cone on the 
table out front, but alas it was only decoration and her diet 
was safe for yet another evening. Well done everyone! 



 April 10th found the members of KOTR on the road yet 
again in Dunnellon, Florida at  Stumpknocker’s On The River. 
The river being the Withlacoochee, one of the few rivers in the 
world that flow north. Bet you didn’t know that. Not only did 
we have some great food we had a one hour tour, up-river. That 
would be going south, this really is an up-side down world these 
days isn’t it? Twenty seven members caravanned to this out of 
the way restaurant at mid-day for a wonderful time with good 
friends and great food, the AACA way things are done. 

 Above, Leif Drexler shows 
our club banner in front of the 
roadside Stumpknocker sign, we 
have arrived. To the left are Ted 
and Annette Stratton having lunch 
with Jack and Pat Armstrong after 
their river tour. We had too many 
participants in this activity for all 
to “cruise” at one time, so we took 
turns. Half of the folks cruised 
first and ate later while the other 
half ate first and cruised after 
lunch. Worked out great. To the right Tom and Carol Schweitzer along 

with Bob and Linda Durst pose on the alligator outside of Stumpknocker’s.  I Don’t think the gator was any too happy. 



Captain Mike Tracy of Lazy River Cruises guides 
our group along the shore line of the Withlacoochee 
River in Dunnellon. Explaining the vast diversity 
living in these environs as well as the vagaries of 
the water itself. This is a rain fed system. During 
the hurricanes of 2004/2005 the water was to the 
level of the diving platform shown on the 
right. At that time the river was over 1.5 
miles wide and nearly 20 feet deep. This gator can’t skeer 

me none. I done this 
afore. Jus’ pull up on 
da jaw an’ dey summit 
to ya wishes. 

As we cruised up-river we encountered a few 
baby alligators sunning on logs and a few 
turtles as well. The east side of the river at this 
point is state preserve where it was once cattle 
farms. The west side of the river is privately 
owned and has some fishing camps scattered 
along the banks. 
 
A common fish calling this area home is a 
species known as “bream.” Bream like swim 
among the roots of the many cypress trees 
populating the shore line. Seems that there is a 
certain algae growth on those roots that the 
bream feed on and by swimming there they 

knock the algae free from the tree stumps 
and feed. Hence the nickname 

“stumpknocker.” Now I know that 
you didn’t know that defore. Ain’t 
edukation wunnerful? 

Leif, can you hear me? I 
told you not to monkey 
around with the gator. 
Where are the car keys? 
I have to get home you 
know! 

Leif and Donna Drexler were 
just goofing around with the 
gator’s at the restaurant 
when Leif just had to show 
us wrestling technique he 
used on a gator farm from 
his youth hood. Fortunately 
Leif absentmindedly left the 
keys in the car and Donna 
made it home safely. He did 
say that he wanted to make  
an alligator seat cover, 
maybe from the inside out. 



 Each spring, the 
town of Lady Lake helps 
its residents celebrate 
the Easter season by 
holding an Easter Egg 
Hunt at the Little League 
fields on Hermosa St. 
Complete with jump 
stations and clowns 
and plenty of candy to 
go around. Local banks 
and businesses have 
games to play just like 
our school bazaars we 
had back in the days of our youth. There were 
clowns to help paint the faces of the youngsters 
and put a smile on every ones face too. There 
was even a “Macarena” dance with the local 
constabulary “jumping in.” 
 Only two cars from the area AACA clubs 
made the effort to participate in this year’s 
event, Gordon and Barb Platt’s, Olds 442 and 
Jim Rentz’s 1935 Ford. It’s a good time for the 
clubs to get in front of the people and show 
what we have to offer. Maybe next year we can 
do better. We do have the BIG ONE to come in 
October for Halloween. Plan to be a part of it. 



 In the last issue of KOTR PINS 
you were introduced to AVA, the 
1963 Studebaker Avanti owned by 
Urs and Stefanie Nyffeler. They 
bought Ava last fall in the Bradenton 
area and had some work done to 
make her road worthy to get to The 
Villages. They drove her around for 
awhile and even ventured up to the 
Gainesville area to show her to the 
Studebaker folks at Stephen Allen’s, 
you remember, we were there last 
December. A few items were pointed 
out Urs and Stefanie that might need 
attention. The paint was quite obvi-
ously a problem. So a paint job be-

gun in November. Along the way the 
scope of the project grew, as they all 
do. 
 Chrome was sent out to be 
done, the carpets needed to be 
“cleaned.” They were replaced. New 
headliner and roof bolsters to be re-
manufactured. Now the cracked dash 
looks out of place so a new dash 
cover is in the process too. 
 The good news is there is a 
light at the end of the tunnel. The 
chrome is finally back and installed 
and the “jewelry” is being installed. 
AVA’s starting to look like a lady 
once more. 

Ava is starting to look like she did in her younger days, 
what with flawless chrome bumpers and an NOS script on 
her rear deck lid along with refurbished tail lights. Makes a 
girl glad to show you her rear end once more. 

It was a long struggle to get Ava back from the brink. 
Finally after many hours of scraping and sanding it 
was time to start laying a new foundation for the 
“makeup” that is the paint job. Three separate primer 
coats, each one block sanded to get the panels 
straight. Then it was on with the metallic “Avanti tur-
quoise” base color followed by two coats of clear for 
buffing and polishing. 
 
The door jambs had to be adjusted to fit the “new” 
doors as they were from a later car. Now we know 
why they were changed, to add electric windows. The 
originals were hand crank, as originally fitted. 

 What started out as 
a “simple” paint job has 
morphed into a major 
redo. What was once 
thought to be repairable 
has had to be replaced, 
that being the dash. Once 
the dash replacement was 
secured the old dash was 
removed and what job 
turned out to be. With the 
dash out of the way it was 
plain to see that it was 
covering a potential fire, 
the original wiring was 
laid bare in many spots 
with many circuits cut 
short, a BIG NO-NO. 

 Mission creep is a reality when working on 
a car that has led a tough life as Ava has. Years 
of abuse and shoddy maintenance have created 
an owners nightmare but at the same time they 
get the thrill of watching her come to life again. 



 There is an old adage in the restoration 
trade that goes “...while it’s apart.” You may as 
well take care of potential problems that will 
most certainly arise in the near future.  
 Above you can see the miserable state 
of the wiring, I labeled it as a fire that hasn’t 
been lit yet. 

 May as well paint the steering column while 
the dash is down and that means taking care of 
the worn steering bushings too ...while it’s 
apart. The same thing goes for milady’s vanity 
in the glove box. Wouldn’t want to put that tiara 
just anywhere when going to the country club 
spring gala.   

 This is the time for the “shouldda  
dones,” those items that you’ll never, ever  
return to once the project has left the shop. 
 But then again it is “the thrill of it all.” 
This is not for the faint of heart, it is all about 
where you set your standards. 

What was the last American car to 
rely on a flathead engine and in 
what year did it appear? 

reprinted with permission from the March, 2019 Speedster Newsletter from the Antique Automobile Club of America.  Answer on page  14 



on the cover 
  
 This month’s cover shot is courtesy 
of Rich Courmettes. It was taken on our 
recent trip to Dunnellon and Captain 
Mike’s Lazy River Cruises. 
 The layout is meant to invoke some 
memories of that erstwhile publication we 
all grew up with, LIFE magazine. Life was 
published weekly until 1972. From 1972 to 
1978 LIFE was a “special” publication 
featuring stories with more depth than in 
it’s previous incarnation. From 1978 until 
2000 it was published on a monthly basis 
until it was no longer financially viable. 
The news cycle and the interest span of it’s 
readers had dwindled to 15 minute clips. 
The cost of production and distribution 
had soared along with advertising costs. 
The world had gone digital, everything 
had to be “right now!” No longer could you 
peruse the events of the day and reflect, 
get it and react. On to the next crisis. 
 This is why it is a lot of fun to get in 
our great old cars and take a leisurely 
drive and maybe stop at a roadside stand 
and get a nice cold glass of OJ or may a 
sundae or a cone. Head on home after an 
hour or so feeling good about just taking 
the time to relax.  
 Our hobby is good at that if we let 
ourselves truly enjoy the moment. Shows 
are fine for awhile, but the hectic pace of 
getting ready and primping the car to just 
sit is counter intuitive. Cars were meant to 
be driven. Drive on! 

A day to hale the 
coming of summer by 
stepping back in time  

with our “time machines.” 
Open to all car clubs, 
a time to show what 

we drove to the DINER. 
Tentative date is  

Saturday, May 25th 
11:oo/1:oo 

Good friends 
Great cars 

Glorious grub 

(352) 638 0502 



 For some time now, I have been compiling a list of things that were 
popular when we were young that just seemed to disappear over time.  
Some became outdated, some were over-used, others we just seemed to 
outgrow.  “New and Improved”:  they have all come, and gone. 

DO YOU REMEMBER?   
Ant Farms 
Black and White TV (some came with mechanical remotes) 
Balsa wood gliders 
Bob-A-Loop 
Candy Cigarettes 
Capt. Kangaroo and Mr. Green Jeans 
Civil Defense drills in school and taking cover under your desk 
Collecting baseball cards, coins and stamps 
Colored toilet paper 
Colorforms 
Coonskin hats 
Curb feelers 
Cut-out paper dolls 
Drive-in movies 
Decoder Rings 
Defrosting the refrigerator 
Erector Sets 
Falsies 
Fizzies 
Free items with a fill-up 
Funk and Wagnall’s Encyclopedia on sale at the grocery store for $1 a letter 
“Going steady” 
Hula Hoops 
Juke box Wall-O-Matics at your table (for a quarter you could force your musi-
cal tastes on every other person in the restaurant!) 
Kool-Aid in a Tupperware pitcher in the refrigerator 
The ice cream truck that drove through your neighborhood every day  
Lincoln Logs 
McDonalds Hamburgers for 15 cents 
Milk in glass bottles delivered to your front door 
Miniature spy cameras 
“Necking” 
Pedal cars 
Pet turtles 
Playing cards attached to the spokes of your bike with your Mom’s clothespins 
Playing “Hookey”  
Phone booths  
Pull tabs on aluminum cans 
Punt, Pass & Kick 
Rabbit Ears 
Reel-to-reel tape recorders 
Rick Nelson singing a song at the end of each “Ozzie & Harriet” episode 

Roller Skates 
S&H Green Stamps 
School nurses with a white uniform and hat 
Sea-Monkeys 
The Sears Catalog 
Smoking on commercial airplanes 
Streamers on handlebars 
Suicide knobs 
Tail Fins 
Tang 
Tiddlywinks 
Transistor radios with a single earphone 
Woolworth 5 and 10 cent stores 
Yoyos 

AND HOW ABOUT THESE: 
When there was only ONE phone company? 
Driving around in your car looking for a phone booth with a working phone? 
Waiting until after 7pm to make a long-distance call because it was cheaper?  
Being threatened to be sent away to Reform School? 
When you had to wait three days for photo processing? 
Only having one pair of “good” scissors in the house? 
Bud and Todd on Route 66 settling a dispute each week with a simple fist 
fight? 
Getting fired from your job for being pregnant? 
When cereal boxes had toys in them? 
Going out to the car to listen to a baseball game on AM radio? 
“I’d give it a 75. It’s easy to dance to.” 
When there were only three TV networks? 
Having to untangle a phone cord? 
“Hey Kookie, lend me your comb?” 
When the only things in a car interior NOT made out of metal were the seats? 
Reciting the Pledge of Allegiance and saying the Lord’s Prayer in school every 
morning? 
  
 Looking back now, things seemed clearer in black and white than 
they do in today’s full, digital color. We never questioned that Superman 
could fly. Was life really that simple and less complicated in those days?  
How sad it is that we all had to grow so old to appreciate what we once 
had.  How damaged our psyches must be because we were taught to ac-
complish something before we were allowed to be proud of ourselves.  
 I hope you have enjoyed this brief trip down memory lane, and 
just the mention of these things-gone-by have made you smile.  If you 
“kind-of” remember some of the items I listed, you can always reference 
that World Book Encyclopedia still on your bookshelf.  Or better yet, just 
Google it on your cell phone or search for a picture of it on Bing. 
 “Happy trails to you, until we meet again”.  I hope the swaying Hula 
Girl’s smiling face continues to shine on you during all of your travels. 
 

Editor’s Note: Frank O’Donnell, 
KOTR member, writes a monthly 
article for “Journey With Olds” the 
Oldsmobile Club newsletter. This 
article appeared in the 12/18 issue. 
contact: foxlovescars@comcast.net 



0442 Help Wanted 

Part Time 

——————————————— 

Local antique car club looking for 

hosts and hostesses for club outings. 

Must like driving old cars and eating 

well. Duties will include organizing, 

setting and originating new ideas for 

area travel and dining suggestions.  

 

The club management will assist these 

individuals with scheduling concerns. 

Some activities may include: ice cream 

runs, pizza runs, a taco run and movie, 

all American pot luck picnic, miniature 

golf round with dinner or ice cream, a 

fine dinning experience, Oktoberfest, 

chowder festival, steak fry, Bavarian 

fun feast, a river cruise, cruise in cele-

bration, Halloween charity event,  

Father’s Day support activity, but not 

limited to these. Creativity is of benefit 

to these applicants as the club is seek-

ing new concepts to keep members in-

volved. 

 

If this sounds like your talents will be 

of value to this organization then 

please apply. Your pay will match that 

of the management team. 

 

    Apply to: president@kotraaca.org 

                (352) 638-0502 
Page 11 trivia answer; the AMC Rambler America in 1965. It had a 195 
c.i.d. six cylinder engine that first appeared in 1940 and was designed by 
Nash. 



 

 

AACA 

Founders Tour 

Seward, NE 

June 2-7 

 
AACA Annual Grand National Auburn,IN May30-June1 

Revival AAA 
Glidden Tour 
Charlotte, NC 

Sep. 22-27 

 AACA National 

Fall Meet 

Hershey, PA 

Oct. 9-12 

Eastern Spring National Meet Parsippany, NJ June 26-29 

AACA Southeast 
Fall National Meet 

Mobile, AL 
Oct. 23-26  

AACA Western 
Fall National Meet 

Fallbrook, CA 
Nov. 6-9 

AACA Winter 
National Meet 

Miami, FL 
Feb 20-22, 2020 

 Here it is April once again and 
for many of our members it is time to 
start thinking of heading back to family 
and friends around this great country 
of ours.  
 Old car activities are not just for 

the winter time in Florida. AACA is ac-
tive all year ‘round. We have cited just 
some of these events for you to consider 
this coming summer. For more infor-
mation please check the national web 
site for specific information for an  

event near you. AACA is all about the 
friends we make while having fun with 
our great cars. We’ll keep active here 
near “the bubble” until you return in 
the fall. Remember to keep the shiny 
side up as you travel this summer. 




