


 As  many of you folks know I am now in the business 
of restoring dashboards for our great cars, especially those 
that look like wood. I  have always been infatuated with a 
great looking dash panel. As a driver it is what you look at 
the most other than the road. To me the dash is perhaps the 
main reason that I would consider when choosing yet  
another antique or even a modern day driver. 
 I thought that it might be fun in this issue of KOTR 
PINS to take a look at various dashboards that have graced 
these wonderful toys we own and spend so much time  
behind the wheel. Think back if you will to all the many cars 
that you have been associated with over the many years since 
childhood. Perhaps riding with your dad or mother going to 
grandpa’s home or on a family vacation. did you sit in the 
middle seat right in front of that old tube radio that took so 
long to warm up? I remember traveling with my father in his 
jaguar and the fuel warning light came on and I got very con-
cerned about run- ning out of   
 

petrol.”  Another memory I can recall is riding with 
my grand father in his Cadillac on a trip to Boardman, Ohio. 
At the time  it seemed like a long trip to me, about fifteen 
miles. We were going to Fron’s Candy factory/store on route 
224. They had the largest candy cane I had ever seen. I was 
only six or seven at the time so I hadn’t seen all that many 
but it is still a precious memory to this day nearly sixty four 
years later. At that age all I could see was the dash with the 
glowing dials and the radio right in front of me. The stars 
shining brightly in the inky sky ahead and the blinking lights 
on the radio towers that we passed along the way. 
 In this issue we’ll have a little quiz to see if you can 
match the dashboard to a specific marque. It is interest-
ing to see how much “information centers” have changed 
over the years. What we need to make us move to what we 
have today that brings the entire world into the cabin 
with us. there’s no way out anymore. 
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 This past June a very good 
friend to all in AACA and in par-
ticular KOTR AACA, Howard W. 
Holmes passed away. Howard had 
been a member of AACA for over 
fifty years and was the founding 
member of the Lake Erie Region in 
Buffalo New York. He was also 
among the first to join our new 
chapter in Leesburg. 
 Howard owned many old and 
antique cars over his 87 years but 
none more notable than his beloved 
1935 Ford convertible sedan, pur-
chased from the original owner in 

1961. That car played a major role 
in the Holmes family over the past 
56 years. 
 On the right is Howard and 
his companion and caregiver 
Phyllis Novak on Labor Day 2016, 
the day he delivered the car to me. 
Phyllis will be staying on with the 
chapter for activities. Let’s all wel-
come her to the fold in the coming 
months with open arms and invite  
her to ride with us as we travel 
about in our great cars. 
 So long Howard, we’ll meet 
again down the  road I’m sure. 



        For the month of July 
 The Villages region had a 
malt shop memories theme. 
Members were treated to 
old fashioned handmade  
milkshakes blended up on a 
vintage Hamilton Beach 
mixer from the fifties. 
    “Baristas” for the evening 
were Lief Drexler, Bill Oppold  
and Jim Rentz. Above and right 
Lief mixes up some creamy delights to order for one of the 
party goers. This was Liefs’ and Bills’ first time at the blender. 
Everyone was quite pleased with their  cool treat on a hot 
July night. 
      Jimmy Cipollone presented a program on the restoration 
of his latest project, a 1956 Chevrolet Belaire custom, three 
years into the process. Even though storms threatened 
Jimmy brought the car to Odell for all to examine. Nearing 
the final stages of assembly sans windshield and stainless 
trim members got to see how it’s done in real life. Today’s TV 
has a tendency to squeeze this process into a neat 60 minute 
package, drastically skewing the reality of this labor intensive     
   process. Good job Jimmy, well done. 



Our first Ice Cream run on the 14th of  July brought out four  oldies 
and twice as many moderns but that’s cool as was the ideal evening 
for good refreshing ice cream and old friends. It was a start. 
 

    The second attempt, August 
11th, a double header with  
dinner was held at the 441 Diner 
in Tavares and Twistee Treats out 
in front. If  you missed this you 
missed a good time with good 
friends and old cars. 

       
 

  July 14th found KOTR 
on the road once again 
with a new Meet-N-Eat, 

The 2nd Friday Ice 
Cream Run.   

    The idea is to get all area 
car clubs involved and 
perhaps host  future 

“runs” in new  areas in the 
months ahead on the 2nd  

Friday of each month. 



 In the earliest days of the automobile in the late 19th 
Century there was at the time no need for instrumentation for 
the driver in those days. The earliest engines had a sight glass 
that let the operator knows the level of the oil and he also had 
a dip stick for the fuel level. As with any new technology as it 
grew the need for more information became apparent as the 
engines and the rest of the equipment of the automobile 
needed to be monitored in an ongoing manner. Thus the 
dashboard grew in complexity over the years. The dawn of 
the aviation age in the early 20th Century also added the 
need for more knowledge about the conditions of operation. 
It was one thing to be stopped along side the road with a 
breakdown and quite another to be 3,000 feet in the air with 
no oil pressure. Many of the needs of aviator became the 
wants of the automobile driver. The more sophisticated the 
car the more one had to know to keep it operational and the 
dashboards became more of a status symbol as the years pro-
gressed. 
 Let’s take a look at this progression over the next few 
pages. What we have in our cars today would seem like sci-
ence fiction only a generation ago.  

Here is a toe board from a very 
early American LaFrance roadster. 
An ammeter, an oil pressure gauge 
and a few ignition switches it 
seems.  

Electric cars are nothing new to the automobile industry, with the new 
fangled and noisy gasoline buggies scaring people and animals on the 
streets of cities manufacturers felt the need to fill the demand for an-
other, quieter form of transportation geared more to the newly liberated 
female customer. These were very simple to operate, they could be  
refueled (charged) at home and they did not have to go very far. They 
were for inter-city travel. The only real information the operator needed 
in these vehicles was the condition of the batteries, the voltage and the 
amperage (the fuel gauge) in an electric. Above is the information cen-
ter for a Baker electric automobile. 



Above is the dash panel from a Model A Ford, the 
fuel gauge at the top center was simply a sight glass 
into the fuel tank that was mounted just beneath the 
windshield in front of the driver. There is also an 
ignition switch, an ammeter and now a speedometer 
with an odometer as well as a light in the center. In 
the early years of the 20th Century there were few 
paved roads on which to travel therefore speed was 
of little concern, everyone slogged along in the mud 
and ruts. But as highways became paved the speed 
of the automobile increased and speed limits were 
created as well as speeding tickets. And so the cycle 
begins.   

We tend  to forget  that while some sectors are working on the basics for the market others are focused on a 
different sector, the customer and builder that wants to make a statement. I want something extraordinary, I  
can build that for you. Above is a example of a Bugatti that is truly a work of art both inside and out. This 
dash says “I have made it.” It is an exquisite work of art in engine turned metal along with fine leather and 
exotic woods. 

How about this example on the right from a racing car of the twenties, all the information you need to go 
fast. At first blush it seems like information overload but to the serious driver this is vital information to 
keep the car functioning over extended periods of time. This was a time when current technology could 
not keep up with demand. Therefore redundancy was built into the mix of information just in case one 
system failed there was a back up in place. There is a tachometer and a speedometer as well as pres-
sure gauges and temperature monitors. Sight glasses to measure lubricant flow and switches for electri-
cal function on board. There are lights, so it would be safe to assume that this car was some sort of dis-
tance racer running both day and night. That being the case there is more than likely more than one fuel 
tank necessitating the lever in the middle of the cluster to switch from one source to another. 
 

continued on pages 10-11 



 This is the rest of the story that you never cared 

about. “Bevo” was a non alcoholic beverage produced 

by Anheuser Busch beginning in 1916 when alcohol 

was prohibited in the military prior to prohibition 

which began in 1919. In 1930 they built seven “Bevo 

Boats” built on Pierce Arrow  eight cylinder chassis. It 

is believed that one remains to this day. 

 Note the windmill in the back ground was built 

by August Busch Sr. in 1917 in St Louis and is still  

open today albeit under new ownership. 

 Ever since the beginning of the  

automotive age in the waning years of the 

nineteenth century people have been 

infatuated with these “contraptions.” whether 

they loved them or hated them they were no-

ticed and that is just what entrepreneurs 

wanted, a way to get the word out about their 

product or services. These “new fangled” de-

vices got the eyes on them and that was all that 

mattered then as it does now. 

 I came across the ad above while clean-

ing up my shop the other day and thought that 

it might be fun to take a look back through 

these unusual vehicles and see if anything has 

really changed over the past century. 

 From my research I find that beer and 

shoes were and still are major users of this 

form of advertising. Below is a comparison of 

then and now “shoe cars.” The one pushing 

hamburgers, the other a shoe repair service. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Above are just a few examples of thematic cars 

used for the promotion of a product. To the left 

is the MOXIE car. There were several versions 

of this promotion, this one appears to be built 

on a 1930 Cadillac chassis, note the steering 

wheel is on the horses back These were used in 

parades primarily. Moxie at  the time was an 

“energy drink” leading to the phrase, “that guy 

has moxie.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Blatz Beer car appears to be on a 1930 or 1931 

Model A Ford pick up truck complete with loud speaker 

to entice the public now that prohibition was a thing of the 

past. 

 The Mr. Peanut program car was an early example 

from the 1920s and they still have them out there today 

plying the streets hawking peanuts. Lastly we have the origi-

nal Oscar Mayer wienermobile along side today’s version. 

What’s old is new once again as long as it gets people in 

the door and the product off the shelf. 





1960 CADILLAC 
1936 CORD 
1937AUBURN 
1951 CROSLEY 
1956 MERCEDES 
1955 PACKARD 
1934 PACKARD 
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The Great Race always draws a huge crowd wherever it 
goes, whether it’s the start, lunch or over-night. A 
circus atmosphere prevails at all times. This past June  
24th Gordon Platt and Jim Rentz traveled to Jackson-
ville for the start of the 2017 edition of this classic. The 
people, the cars and the personalities never cease to 
amaze. The giant inflatable archway starting line only 
starts the race but the party began  long before. Corky 
Coker, host of the Great Race talks with “Thomas Mag-
num” a.k.a. Josh Hull of team #19 prior to the start. 

 
 
 

 Above Gordon Platt checks out team #19 entry. The 
crowds are huge on this hot, early Summer morning to 
get a glimpse of and be a part of the “circus.” 
 Cars range from great original classics such as 
the  1931 Auburn speedster below to custom, purpose 
built racers just for this occasion.  
 There is also a Villages connection to this years 

Great Race other than Gordon and myself. Two of our 
residents participated.  Mike Weaver team #3, 1931 
Model A Ford and Will Hoehndorf team #131 a 1966 
MGB. Will is going to be our guest speaker at the TVR 
October monthly meeting, mark that on your calen-
dars NOW! Then you’ll have the Great Race from the 
inside as well. It’s great to be in AACA isn’t it? 

One car in particular caught my attention as we entered 

the area they were lining up in the morning. The emerald 

green 1931 Auburn Speedster of Chad and Jennie Caldwell 

from Newman, Georgia. I took a number of snapshots in 

the staging area but never even thought that we might see 

it again after the start. Didn’t know the route but it took 

them west on rout 10 from Jacksonville. Hence the series 

of photos as we approached and passed them enroute.  



This is a once a year opportunity for us to visit one of the area’s 

great restaurants at a special price. For just $35/pp+t/g we can enjoy 

an upscale affair with our friends in AACA. We will be leaving Rohan 

Rec Center around 2:30 P.M. for a 4:00 dinner on the water front. 

Make your reservations NOW for this great afternoon event with your 

friends. For this event if you sign up you must show up. It is very em-

barrassing to make reservations for twenty and only nine show up. 

All our friends from TVR and KOTR as well as Ocala are invited to 

join in. We need to know by Sept. 17th if you will be joining us. 
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We’ll be meeting at Mulberry recreation Center on  route 42 

in The Villages for the CAR-A-VAN  to Ocala’s newest eatery, 

Red Robin, Burgers and Brew, route 200 in Ocala followed by 

a trip to Simply Ice Cream in Market Street at Heath Brook. 



KOTRAACA 2ND FRIDAY ICE CREAM RUN SEPT.          8 

TVRAACA MAGICAL DINNER TOUR SEPT.         24 

KOTRAACA CADE STUDEBAKER COLLECTION OCT.        TBA 

KOTRAACA 2ND FRIDAY ICE CREAM RUN OCT.           13 

TVRAACA LAKE MIRROR CONCOURS OCT.           21 

KOTR/TVRAACA ZEPHYRHILLS CAR SHOW/AUCTION OCT.      26/29 

KOTR/TVRAACA BLACK DIAMOND CONCOURS NOV.            4 

KOTR/KOTS/TVRAACA GARAGE HOPPER OCALA NOV.            4 

TVRAACA SUMTER LANDING CAR SHOW NOV.          10 

KOTS/OCALA DON GARLITS CHRISTMAS SHOW DEC.            2 

VILLAGES SPANISH SPRINGS CRUISE IN SEPT.         16 

VILLAGES SPANISH SPRINGS CRUISE IN OCT.          21 

VILLAGES SPANISH SPRINGS CRUISE IN NOV.          18 

VILLAGES SPANISH SPRINGS CRUISE IN DEC.          16 


