
 What we are talking about here is that 
feeling you get when you slide behind the 
wheel of you favorite old car,  fire up that en-
gine and head down the road on a beautiful 
morning. Just as the sun chins its way up 
over the horizon on a glorious new day. 
 That is why we created the King Of The 
Road chapter, to capture that feeling more 
often than not. Along with a dozen or so of 
your friends who feel the same way. That and 
a lot more too. In AACA there are more than 
a few friends out there, they are in the thou-
sands and they feel the same way as you. 
 When you participate in the up coming 
Winter National Meet in Ocala in February, 
2017 you will feel the difference a national 

club makes. The kinship of purpose, the ca-
maraderie and of course these wonderful 
cars of ours. It all makes for a fantastic 
hobby in which the entire family can partici-
pate. 
 Set the dates aside now for this spec-
tacular event, February 23-25, 2017 at The 
College of Central Florida in Ocala. Right at 
our front door! There is no excuse not to be 
there. 
 There are literally dozens of your 
friends working to make this the best Winter 
Meet that you will long remember. Our 
motto is, “Do it Big and do it Right!” With 
your participation this will come to pass, no 
one single person can do it alone. 



Holiday Wishes 
 
On behalf of the entire membership of the 
King Of The Road Chapter AACA we 
wish everyone the very best this com-
ing year. We will all face challenges 
and opportunities and with Gods’ 
help we will all grow and prosper as 
a club and a nation. There is abso-
lutely nothing that we cannot over-
come if we so desire. Maybe not in the 
manner we foresee but for the good of 

all. May God bless you and keep you in 
his arms of everlasting love. 

                                           Jim Rentz; President 
                     jcrentz@reagan.com 
                                          Jimmy Cipollone; Veep 
                                             jpcillone@comcast.net 
                                        Carolyn Jouret; Secretary 
                                             Carolyn@jouret.com 
                                 Fran Helfferich; Membership 
                                      beverlyhlffrich@aol.com 
Dave Jenkins; Treasurer   davidljenkins@icloud.com 
Jim Rentz; Editor   jcrentz@reagan.com 

 We now have another year under our 
belt so to say and hopefully we have grown 
in the past year, learned from our mistakes 
and enjoyed our triumphs. There is a saying 
that says that doing the same thing over and 
over and expecting different results is a 
form of insanity. Let’s all push together to 
form a more perfect club that we can all en-
joy together and revel in each others com-
pany. We all have something to offer for 
this endeavor we call KOTR AACA. 
 The leadership will be changing 
gradually over this coming year and you will 
need to be a part of this transition if we are 
to continue the good work that we have 
chosen to do. We give to ourselves and we 
give to our community as well. By the time 
you read this we will have a new Vice Presi-
dent and a new treasurer easing into the 
leadership. By this time one year from now 
we will have a new President and secre-
tary taking on the task of leading us 

into the future. Now is the time to start 
thinking about how to proceed. 
 We will be growing along with our sis-
ter regions in Ocala and The Villages and 
elsewhere as we produce this National Win-
ter Meet in Ocala this coming February. As 
we go down this path together please make 
yourself available to be of use for everyone’s 
benefit. Giving is just as much fun as get-
ting. 
 What started out as four clubs  work-
ing in unison for this meet has now grown 
to six. This is most unprecedented in AACA 
for so many clubs to join forces for a com-
mon good. We are all working to make a 
difference and make it the very best it can 
be. More than what people have come to ex-
pect. 
 A year older and hopefully wiser than 
when we set out in 2015. who would have 
thought we could come this far this fast. 
     I did!  





Back in September Steve Ellis from our parent region in Ocala 
received a request from a teacher friend of his from Clermont 
about bringing a few old cars for the students to see. Steve put 
out a notice to the three area regions to see who all was inter-

ested in joining the project. In all we had approximately 15 cars from Ocala, The Villages 
and KOTR. The cars from The Villages and Leesburg met at Home Depot for a 7:30 de-
parture for Clermont where we were to meet up with the folks from Ocala. 
 Karen and Adam Krawchuk were our hosts for the day at Minneola Elementary 
Charter School our final destination. Karen and Adam own a Model T Ford and have a 
great interest in fine old cars and Karen teaches at the school.  
 We thought that we would be talking to a few students about our “rides.” We ended 
up talking to over 1,000 students about our rides. Each grade level was brought out indi-
vidually and broken down by their teachers into four groups for each level K thru 5. Three 
hours of enlightening the young minds there. It was interesting to see the differences as 
the ages grew. The older students had been prepped in advance and had questions writ-
ten down to ask each of us after our presentations. I haven’t talked that much non-stop 
since my teaching days back in the 70’s. 
 It was an education for all of us as well. I don’t believe that anyone came away from 
that event without being changed just a little bit for the better. 
 At Noon we all motored a short three miles to The Crooked Spoon Café on Citrus 
Tower Road. Great food with good friends and old cars. What’s not to like?  

Here we are at the Minneola Elementary School bus 
loop waiting for the students to arrive and ask their 
questions of us. Adam Krawchuk tried to get us lined up 
in order of production, some what! 
 
In all it was a beautiful day for a drive and to fill those 
fresh young minds with an experience they may never 
have again in their lives. Maybe, just maybe we encour-
aged someone to pursue an interest in these antiquities 
we drive. Unfortunately we were unable to allow the chil-
dren to sit in the cars. There were just way too many to 
make it practical. You do it for one, you have to do it for 
all 1,000. I found it amazing how many “grandpas” had 
one just like “that one, only it was a red one.” 
  



When they arrived on the scene they 
came hand in hand to see the won-
ders of our machines. Top right 
Adam Krawchuk talks about his 
Model T touring. Center right Ann 
and Ben Wasman answer the most 
asked question with a toot on the 
horn. Bottom right Steve Ellis ex-
plains the color of his 1927 T touring. 
On the lower left Harry and Susan 
Burdan regale the children with the 
story of their beautiful 1931 Model A 
fordor Ford. Above, Anne Wasman 
stands ready to answer all questions 
about their  Model T Depot hack. 



The plan for the evening was simple enough, 
representatives from each of nine tables were 
to come to the kitchen counter to pick up the 
meat and vegetables for their table and return 
to share it all “family style.” The vegetables 
were all dished out as the agents arrived, two 
corn, two beans for each table. One meatloaf, 
one mashed potatoes. All went fine until one 
table got two potatoes and one got none. All 
the bowls had been counted, what happened? 
We had plenty of food just not the right bowls. 
A tenth “platter” of potatoes was delivered in 
time for everyone to enjoy their meals. Helping 
to get the rush of hungry partiers to their tables 
was Leif Drexler on the right in this photo by 
Rich Courmettes. Behind Leif is Marian Wade, 
our executive chef for the evening. She got the 
numerous side dishes cooked and organized. 

On the front line is yours truly, plating the meat loafs for the crowd. The total time to get the food 
out on the tables was probably ten minutes of a mad rush but it beat the endless lines of a buffet.   

 

SERENDIPITY: the faculty or phenomenon of finding  valuable or agreeable 
things not sought for. 
 
 When setting out in the earlier months of this year to establish an activities schedule 
for KOTR is was easy to put a finger on a particular date and say this is it, we’ll do it.  But 
as happenstance will have it things and events occur that will make those decisions some-
what questionable. 
 As it so happens our normal week for a monthly meeting fell into Thanksgiving week 
this year. So that more members could attend the November meeting it was decided to 
move it ahead one week to the second Monday of the month. But that is the week of The 
Villages region AACA regular meeting. Since so many of The Villages region are also mem-
bers of KOTR the Villages region moved their meeting to the KOTR site, Paquette’s Show 
Barn. Confused yet? Wait there is more. The Ocala region wanted to participate also, fine 
the more the merrier. Why all the fuss over a monthly meeting, come on! 
 This was no ordinary monthly meeting of schlepping down Wal-Mart cookies and a 
Coke. This was the very first “Dinner Theater” home style meal. What started out as a 
modest project to see what happens turned into a major undertaking.  
 Catering costs got out of hand so it was decided, unilaterally, to self cater the event, a 
meatloaf dinner with all the fixin's. Doing was a much fun as the party itself. Easy when 
you have an executive chef, Marian Wade, pitching in with the “work load.” 
 Every one agreed it was all worth the effort, the dinner, the program made for a very 
enjoyable evening to be with good friends and great food and “old times” the AACA way. 

Photos by Rich Courmettes 



 Among radio’s most memorable 
eras was the Fibber McGee and Molly 
show. Here the Villages Old Time Radio 
Players Steve Rubino and Nancy Row-
land recreate those roles for our Dinner 
Theater guests. This episode centered 
around an old junker car left at curbside 
in front of McGee's’ home.  
 Arlene Bonner, in the back-
ground awaits her turn to perform for 
the crowd. 
 It’s safe to say that we were all 
taken back to a time when life was 
maybe a little less complicated and the 
humor was a bit corny. Radio tried to 
take its audience away from the pains of 
every day comings and goings and 
make them laugh for awhile. 

 Steve Rubin, in hat and 
Scott Wozniak re-create that 
very famous Abbott and Costello 
routine “Who’s on First?” With 
perfect timing needed to make it 
all work this duo made the story 
come to life once more. 
 KOTR and friends gave 
them a standing ovation for their 
performance that evening. Every-
one enjoyed the opportunity to 
once more go back to the “good 
old days” and have a laugh or 
two with their friends and maybe 
a few new ones as well. 



 It did not matter how you got there, old, 
new or something in between. The idea was to 
get out with other lovers of automobiles and have 
a good time. Joining us this day was the Orlando 
Jeep club. 
 Along with the pancake breakfast came a 
tour of the vaunted tractor museum, among the 
finest in the country. Ellen Harcourt stands 
among the collection to give you an idea of the 
size of these machines. You think tires are a bit 
pricey for your ride. These run in the neighbor-
hood of $2,000 each.  
 Below Barb Platt and Gerri Cipollone 
arrive in style in Barb’s Jeep Rubicon. This vehi-
cle is loaded to the max, ready to go off road 
most anywhere as you can clearly see here as 
they cross the lawn at Paquette’s. What an off 
road experience that was. They actually man-
aged to surmount a stray Dixie cup. 

 Every November Paquette’s Historic 
Farmall Museum recreates the annual pancake 
breakfast that was a part of International  
Harvester dealers customer appreciation days in 
a bye gone era. Following the harvest months 
dealers were eager to show their latest products 
to the area farmers. 
 Paquette’s use this opportunity to raise 
funds for Cornerstone Hospice. KOTR decided 
to aid their host by staging a “Cars and Coffee” 
event. It was a glorious Autumn morning for the 
cars to gather on the lawn and casually inspect 
each other rides along with a cup of “joe.” 

Photos by Rich Courmettes 



What a great day  it was for family 
and friends, even the four legged 
ones, to enjoy old friends, good 
music and a little face time to talk 
about cars and such. No pressure 
but to have a good time, and we 
did do that. I slipped into the 70’s. 



 The typical holiday party 

is filled with gifts and fancy doo 

dads on the tables and elegant 

ladies and gentlemen stirring 

about with Champaign and 

fancy cocktails. A little bit too 

much for our liking. The mis-

sion here is to create a feeling 

of ambiance and camaraderie 

and an excuse to get that ol’ 

buggy out of the barn and head 

down the road for lunch, over 

the river and through the woods 

to Grandma’s house as it were. 

 Three separate clubs 

were involved with this concoc-

tion of old cars and good food. 

Ocala region, “Kingdom of the 

Sun” were the genesis of this 

soirée. Members from The Vil-
lages region and KOTR chap-

ter also pitched in to make 

the day so special. Since the 

host carried the burden of 

the expense of the hall, Ki-

wanis of Lake Weir, and 

namely Frank and Pam Staf-

ford, it seemed only fit that 

KOTR pick up for and pro-

vide the entertainment this 

year. If you’ll recall that last 

year there was a singing compe-

tition between the two clubs. 

To avoid that this time “Sound 

Celebration” was engaged this 

year to provide a truly great 

show for us all. They are a 

mixed acapella  group based in 

The Villages. Their perform-

ance put the whipped cream on 

a wonderful outing with our 

good friends.  

 With the party over all 

hands pitched in and made 

short work of the clean up 

process. Chairs folded and 

stacked as well as the tables, 

floors swept, kitchen wiped 

down so that we can be made 

welcome again next year. This 

an event that I believe we all 

want to see repeated  for years 

to come. Good friends, great 

cars, wonderful food, AAAAH! 

Take the 12 old cars and line 

them up in a row so they make a 

nice picture. Now Mix in the 65 old 

car nuts along with the funny stories 

and a few hugs, optional, and let 

simmer for 45 minutes. Now add 

the hot dogs and burgers to the mix 

along with the side dishes and we 

have the beginnings of the perfect 

Holiday Party, AACA style. 

 

For dessert it’s time to add the whip 

cream to the festivities. Bring out 

the four wonderful singers, “Sound 

Celebration,” and stir things up for 

45 minutes. There you have it a 

great AACA Holiday Picnic. 

1. 12 Old Cars…..not too rusty yet 

2. 65 Old Car Nuts….. not too crusty 

3. 70 Children's’ toys…..All brand new 

4. 40 Delicious side dishes….. not too bad 

5. 4 Wonderful singers…..Not off key 

6. 1 Crusty Emcee…..Not too Crusty 

7. Handful of funny stories along with hot dogs 

and burgers. 



Above is the line-up of cars 
as they arrived at the party. 
To the right is Rich Cour-
mette’s original 1942 Chrys-
ler 9 passenger limo origi-
nally owned by  the State of 
New York. 
 
To the left is the line of food, 
ready; below making an at-
tack plan, set;  to that right, 
GO! The attack. 
 
Bottom left is “Sound Cele-
bration,” L. Lynne Radford, 
Sue Nicharot, Lou Nicharot, 
Dick Pederson. 



Now don’t you wish you had made time to be there? You 
missed out on some great Christmas cookies as well as all 
the information on upcoming events vital to KOTR. You may 
have even been voted in as an officer of the chapter in your 
absence. You’ll have to come to the January meeting to find 
out. We all have assignments for the activities set for the 
New Year, make sure that you get the ones you really want 
to do to be a contributing member of KOTR AACA. 



A perennial favorite among AACA party goers in the Villages area are Dave Jenkins 
fabulous “Bourbon Balls.”  Dave has given us the recipe for these marvelous bites of 
delight so that you too can delight your friends and neighbors anytime of year. You 
don’t have to save them for just the holidays! 

Dave Jenkins’  Bourbon Balls 
3 cups crushed vanilla wafers (1.3 boxes) 
1 cup confectioner’s sugar 
1 cup chopped pecans 
1/4 cup light corn syrup 
2 Tbs. unsweetened cocoa 
1/4 cup bourbon (101 proof Wild Turkey suggested) 
1/2 cup sugar 
Mix all except sugar, shape into 1” balls and roll in sugar.  
Store in air tight container for at least three days to age, keeps for two weeks, maybe 
Makes about 3 1/2 dozen bites of delight. 

Things to do, 

Places to go. 
 If you are looking for more activities 
to do with your friends be they AACA or 
not, the following pages give you a plethora 
of choices. We have old car events right 
around the corner to kick off the new year 
in style. 
 First off is the NPD All Ford show at 
Silver Springs in Ocala on the 7th of Janu-
ary. The Sunshine region AACA holds it’s 
48th Devereaux-Kaiser show on the 29th of 
January in the Bradenton area, always a 
good time, 
 Right here in our own backyard are 

the concerts and such at Paquette’s, our 
home base. January 13 th, a Friday evening, 
“Still Kickin’ Bluegrass Band” takes the 
stage. Then on February 16th, Keith Allynn, 
returns, this time in tribute to Willie Nel-
son. The following Thursday, the 23rd, the 
“Carpenters” tribute comes to town. None 
of these interfere with our obligations to 
the AACA Winter Meet on the 25th. 
 We have a whole host of friends sup-
porting us and our activities and offering us 
opportunities to support them in return. 
Put these dates on your active schedules so 
that you are not left out of the action. Don’t 
say that you were never  informed because 
now you have been. See Ya’ there! 











 If you can, think back to the early 
sixties when we were young sprouts. There 
was a very popular song on the airways 
about a little boy named Jackie Paper. 
Much was written about that particular 
tune as a sign of the times and the subcul-
ture it referenced. None of which was true. 
Mark Twain once quipped that if you do 
not read the news you are uninformed and 
if you do you are misinformed. 
 We are much older now and wiser 
too for the most part but there is always 
deep inside of us that little Jackie Paper 

just waiting to come out. The song was  
“Puff the Magic Dragon.” Little Jackie Pa-
per grew up and no longer played with his 
imaginary friend “Puff” and other toys.  
 To tell the truth I think he has at last 
moved to The Villages along with so many 
other “Jackie Papers.” One only needs to 
go to a holiday party and see the little boys 
and girls come out of these old, creaking 
bodies we now inhabit. For example take a 
look at Rich Courmettes party shoes 
shown below. Jackie Paper is in the House 
and doing quite well thank you. 

Gold mylar high tops with lighted, programmable  soles. Red or green or white, flashing or steady. Quite the conversation 
piece at the recent Christmas Cookie Swap on the 19th. Not only did most of you miss out on great cookies but you 
missed these fantastic “kicks” of Rich Courmettes. When you miss a KOTR meeting you miss a lot.         


