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 The new year started off a little slower 
this past January. With the very busy era of 
the holidays behind us and the “snowbirds” 
not yet in place for the winter months we in 
KOTR had a meager start to 2017. At our 
January meeting we celebrated the 75th 
birthday of Rich Courmettes’ 1942 Chrysler, 
built in January of 1942. 
 What had been consuming much of 
effort for the past year was now just over the 
horizon and taking even more precious time 
was the AACA national winter meet held last 
week in Ocala. These meets do not “just 

happen” they take a ton of planning and co-
ordinated effort on the part of scores of vol-
unteers. In my humble opinion I believe 
that we produced a very impressive event. 
By we I mean the members of the North 
Central Florida region, Gainesville, the 
Ocala region, the Suwanee River region, The 
Villages region and the King Of The Road 
chapter. All putting forth an immense effort 
to make it right and do it in style. Our 
thanks go to Jim Schmidt for his donation 
of funds to make this all happen for all of us 
to enjoy. Well done everyone.   



 As you know I often refer back music 
from ages long since past, our past. As I sit 
here trying to tie our present situation to 
memories from the past. The month of Feb-
ruary for KOTR was long in the planning 
stages. First we had the Alpaca Magic Farm 
tour and lunch hosted by the Ocala region 
and more specifically Pam Stafford. What a 
wonderful job she did for everyone to have 
an enjoyable day with good friends, old cars, 
cuddly animals and delicious food. 
 Two weeks later we were involved 
with our gracious host, Stew Paquette, to 
produce a car show for his 10th annual trac-
tor show and pull. With much effort we 
managed to draw in nearly 50 cars of all 
sorts for a wonderful morning show that re-
leased just as the rain was moving into the 
area. Everyone seemed to have a good time 
and the variety of cars this year was a breath 
of fresh air for once. There was a wonderful 
mix with the Alfa Romeo club (6 cars.) The 
Amphicars floated into the arena with 7 
units which drew much admiration. The 
bevy of Corvettes made a splash as well. Of 
course there was also our specialty, the an-
tiques from KOTR and KOTS as were the 
cars from The Villages. A lot of effort for a 
great reward. 
 Following that shindig it was time for 
the main act of the month. The culmination 
of one year’s planning and plotting, the 
AACA annual Winter Meet in Ocala with 

267 cars in attendance from up and down 
the eastern seaboard of these United States. 
Three days of organized chaos. Starting last 
April the organizers from four regions and 
chapters and later two more regions joined 
forces to produce this masterpiece. The 
hundreds and hundreds of man hours that 
went into this production made for a memo-
rable experience for all that participated. 
 Now it’s time to take a little breather, 
two weeks to be exact when we jump back in 
with our CHOWDER FEST/CONCERT on 
March 13th. 
 Now you know why January was a little 
bit slow, we were saving it all for the month of 

February. Back to back to back to back makes 
for an exhausting period but we were up to it 
and we had fun doing it all. The fun is the 
coming together in a common cause, joining 
our thoughts and efforts for a job well done. 
 Oh, that old music I referred to at the 
beginning of this missive. Can you remember 
back to your teen years and the folk music 
craze that swept the nation from the mid fifties 
thru the mid sixties. Perhaps the most notable 
of those groups was The Kingston Trio of 
“Tom Dooley”  notoriety. Another lesser 
known  anthem they sang was Zombie Jambo-
ree. “Back to back and belly to belly at a Zom-
bie Jamboree.” That’s kind of how I feel after 
these months of intense preparation. 
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 The January meeting of KOTR was 
essentially a birthday party for “BETSY” 
Courmettes. Rich Courmettes’ 1942 
Chrysler nine passenger sedan-bulance. 
Built in January of 1942, one of the very 
last automobiles built by Chrysler before 
war production was to start. A unique 
feature of this very late production date 
is the bright chrome work. By this time 
most “bright work” was painted, making 
this a very rare car indeed. 
 It was built for the Sate of New 
York and was sold from the NYC dealer 
and was for official state business. A 
truly unique feature was the ability for 
this car to be used as an ambulance as 
well with  a transformable rear seat area 
to accommodate a cot. 
 Rich has owned this original car 
since the early seventies and maintains  
her in untouched condition, complete 
with working siren and state flags. 
 The January meeting also served 
as an update for the then upcoming 

AACA 
annual 
Winter Meet to held in Ocala. You can 
read the complete story in this issue of 
KOTR PINS. 
 The planning committee made up 
of members from Ocala, The Villages, 
KOTR, North Central Florida and  
Suwanee River regions met monthly 
since last April laying all of the ground 
work necessary to produce the show. 



February 9th found members from KOTR, the 
Villages and Ocala regions at the Alpaca 
Magic Farm in Homosassa, Florida.  
Pam  Stafford set up the tour for the group 
and everyone seemed to have a good time  
after the leisurely  drive to the farm. The farm 
is also a garden center as well and a gift shop 
full of handmade alpaca woolen products. 

Following the visit with the  
gentle alpacas we motored on 
down the road to Sea Grass 
Resort for a wonderful lunch. 



On February 18th KOTR AACA held it’s 
first Cavalcade of Motorsports in con-
junction with Paquette’s IH Chapter 27 
State Show, “Running of the Red.” Also 
present was the Antique Truck Club of 
America annual show. KOTR attracted 
nearly 50 assorted cars for the morning 
show including 7 Amphicars and a half 
dozen or so Corvettes in addition to our 
antiques. We presented awards from our 
sponsor, National Parts Depot of Ocala, 
four $50 gift certificates. KOTR awarded 
six owners for the 
excellence in their 
autos too to the 
tune of $25 each. 



 What can be so difficult about a car 
show of 250 to 300 cars? They do it every 
month in The Villages. Well this is no 
cruise-in, this is the AACA Winter National 
Meet. Organization is the point here. The 
myriad of details that need to be tended to 
is seemingly endless. This is a three day 
event and must be pulled together as 
though it is seamless and flows smoothly 
from one day to the next. That is why it 
took four regions and a chapter to put the 
man power in place to see that our fellow 
car enthusiasts have a memorable event 
that will be glad they attended. 
 Larry Galyean from the North Central 
Florida region had a Herculean task to get 
us all going in the same direction. Everyone 

had a job to do, there was no coasting here. 
From where to house all our guests and get 
them to the show field and storage areas in 
an orderly manner to laying out the show 
field. What to do on non-show days, tours, 
pizza parties, ice cream social and banquet 
for hundreds and hundreds of eager buffs 
to have a good time and leave satisfied. 
 Jim Schmidt was the impetus behind 
this event and charged each and everyone 
of us to make this spectacular, above and 
beyond what people expect. Every detail 
was inspected that we meet this level of 
charge. If you were in attendance I think 
you would have to say that we did deliver 
on that promise. Read on! 

The 1914 prototype cyclecar built for Buick Motors by chief 
engineer Walter L. Marr. It never went into production as the 
fad soon expired in the American market place. 



 Upon arrival at the host hotel, Ocala Hilton, 
every participant knew they were in horse country. 
The various “silks” from area farms were on promi-
nent display in the lobby area, setting the mood for 
the upcoming activities. 
 Thursday started with registration as folks 
began to trickle in for the “big dance” on Saturday. 
Festivities began with a pizza party held in the big 
tent at the Hilton Hotel on Thursday evening. A 
chance to make new friends and renew old ac-
quaintances for shows past. A chance to get ready 
for  Friday’s self guided tours of local attractions 
such as Don Garlit’s museum and the Appleton Art 
Museum. Friday evening was the big blow-out ice 
cream social at the NPD collection serving nearly 
450 eager folks. Saturday brought out the show 
car in a morning mist as early as 7:00 A.M. 

Two of the fastest growing classes in AACA are the DPC 
and the HPOF. Driver Participation Class and the Historic 
Preservation Original Features. HPOF left, DPC on top. 



 Early on Thursday winter meet participants 
began to arrive at  National Parts Depot, the official  
registration desk manned by  (L)  Jessey Kelley, Pam Stafford and Donna McCullen, registrar for the 
meet. An awesome task by an awesome staff, getting everyone in place, Thank you Donna, Well done! 

What a better way to start a party weekend than with pizza and a 
beer. We’ve been doing it since our days as youths. Talk over 
old times and those yet to come. There’s just something about 
pizza that makes us all feel comfortable with one another. Hurray 
for pizza, then again maybe it’s the beer. They just go together!  



Hosted by the KOTR Super ScoopersHosted by the KOTR Super ScoopersHosted by the KOTR Super ScoopersHosted by the KOTR Super Scoopers    

Held at National Par ts DepotHeld at National Par ts DepotHeld at National Par ts DepotHeld at National Par ts Depot    
Ice Cream donated by DeConna’sIce Cream donated by DeConna’sIce Cream donated by DeConna’sIce Cream donated by DeConna’s    

 When the national show was  
first proposed nearly one year ago the 
King Of The Road chapter was on top 
of the volunteer list for this project. 

We vowed to make this an over the top 
event for the members. We wanted to 
show the rest of AACA just what a  
little chapter could do with a lot of 
heart and style. If you missed this 
party you missed a hum-dinger. 

 Bananas Foster, Cherries Jubi-
lee, Hot Fudge, Hot Caramel, Straw-
berries and Sauc au Chocolat as well 
as toasted pecans, peanuts, mara-

schino cherries, whipped cream with 
sprinkles. A smorgasbord of toppings 

to delight the palette. 



Above is the KOTR Super Scooper crew, from the left Jim Murray, Dee Murray, Bob 
Brownlee, Jim Rentz, Pat Rentz, Gordon Platt, Rich Courmettes, Dennis Krueger, 
Ellen Harcourt, Dave Jenkins, Bruce Blevins, Beverly Helfferich, Fran Helfferich and 
Phyllis Novak. Each and every one deserves a big gold   right in the middle of 
their foreheads. 

 With nearly 450 folks partaking 
Of the ice cream social we knew we 
had to get ahead of the crowd from 
the very beginning. How do you keep 
that much ice cream  cold enough? 
We had two use two freezers to do 
the job and pre scoop that cold, 
creamy delight. Our super Scoopers 
were up to the task and then deliver 
it in a style befitting the membership 
of AACA in the midst of one of the 
great car collections in the country. 



 Saturday, the 25th started out cool and 
misty as the cars began their parade at 7:00 
A.M. onto the show grounds at the College of 
Central Florida in Ocala. Not just your ordinary 
show field but an intricate array of parking lots 
twisting through the campus making for a fresh, 
new look for displaying our wonderful iron. 
Something new around each bend made for a 
little more excitement for the spectators. Each 
group of classes had their own separate venue 
for a more intimate feeling to the show. 
 The HPOF and DPC were placed in the 
most accessible areas of the grounds, right out 
front for all to see. These are the cars that any 
one can relate to just like the one Pop or 
Gramps used to drive back in the day. 



 At the 2017 AACA National Winter Meet we 
had them all, from big and spectacular to quaint 
and small. This show brought out some of the 
best AACA has to offer. No matter what you fancy 
it was on the field in Ocala. A day that started out 
less than ideal, but only slightly, got better as 
time passed to be a “chamber of commerce” 
type of day.  

Atop is David Coker’s magnificent Thomas Flyer 
runabout from 1912. Below is Larry Pope’s 
BMW Isetta built in  1957.  The “Urkel” car as it 
has been known from the TV series Family Mat-
ters was built by BMW and others throughout 
the world but originated in Italy with Iso 
SpA, a manufacturer of refrigerators no less. 

Above is Steve Cooley’s very rare 1942 Cadillac 62 club coupe. 1942 
saw most chrome work to be painted by federal regulation making this 
car quite unique. Steve was working for his first preservation award. 
 
To the left is Jim Schmidt’s latest project, a 1927 Cadillac roadster in 
it’s very first showing seeking a first junior award. Certain to join the 
menagerie of other first and senior and grand national awards on dis-
play at  NPD. 



Lights that is 



 All 
good things must come to an end and so to it is 

with the AACA Winter National Meet, but it just didn’t fade away. It went away in 
style with a magnificent awards banquet at the Ocala Hilton Hotel party pavilion. Plenty 
of great stories about good times, wonderful friends and precious memories. This will be 
one event that will be the standard by which all others are compared. Kudos go to Larry 
Galyean, the Schmidt family and the entire organizing committee. BRAVO, WELL DONE! 

Plenty of silver to go around to the 
well deserving owners and their  
automobiles and scooters too. This is 
all about the love of the hobby and 
the passion that we have for these 
machines of ours. Getting them just 
the way we want them whether that 
be a show car or the humble driver, 
all are welcome on the show field. 
After all is said and done it’s about the 
great friends we have near us. 

Above Bruce Blevins from TVRAACA and KOTR got his 
preservation award for his gorgeous 1933 Packard 1002 
Convertible Victoria. 
 
Top right Jim and Dee Murray of KOTR and TVRAACA 
take home their Senior award for Dee Dee, a 1936 Ford 
phaeton. 
 
On the right is Mercer Moncrief getting his repeat pres-
ervation award for his 1957 Oldsmobile 88 convertible.  
 
Both local clubs, TVRAACA and KOTR took home their fair 
share of awards; Jimmy Cipollone, Ed Jouret, John Peters,  
Rich Courmettes and Jim Rentz. We do have the 
winners don’t we? 



Rich Courmettes receiving his award for the best original fedora on the 
field. Rich has owned this fedora since the early 70s and has it with him 
on nearly every occasion. A very nice medium gray felt body with a two 
inch, black silk hat band coordinates quite smartly with his 1942 Chrys-
ler nine passenger sedan also owned since 1976 also in its original form 
as delivered in January as one of the last civilian production vehicles. 

Jim Schmidt receiving his first Junior award from new AACA President, 
Tom Cox, for his fabulous 1927 Cadillac roadster “fresh out of the box.” 
 
Jim was the motivation behind the AACA Winter National Meet coming 
to Ocala and we thank him for his foresight and guidance in this project. 

 Awards are fine as an 
asterisk in the game of life. 
What truly matters are the goals 
we make in the friendships that 
we create in this fine club of 
ours. The cars are nothing more 
than machines that do our bid-
ding, take us down the road or 
out to dinner to meet with our 
friends. We no longer use them 
to take us to work daily, they too 
are into retirement just as are 
many of us, comfortable in their 
status as senior citizens. The 
real “trophies” are the folks that 
we can call on when in need or 
want  and get an obliging 
HELLO. 
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