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 There is a song written by Stephen Foster back in 
1852 that begins with this refrain. The sun does in fact 
shine bright here in The Villages area. We are truly blessed 
with plenty of both sun shine and warmth so that we may 
better enjoy our wonderful cars and great friends. 
 On the cover this month is member’s Jim And Dee 
Murray’s beautiful 1936 Ford phaeton. In this issue we will 
chronicle the saga of this special ride. A journey that many 
have made before but few have prospered as this one has. 
 Also in this issue we will relive the 2019 AACA 
Winter National Meet held in nearby Ocala. Our fine  
membership was instrumental in the success of this meet. 
You will see how we rocked them with our version of an  
“Ice Cream Social” par excellence. 
 We have a redux of our St. Valentine’s Day treat for 
the ladies that allow us to share our love for them and our 
cars too. A match made in heaven.  

 If you like to read serial stories, we have 
one beginning this month that follows the fits and 

misses that bring the story of one of our members trip to a 
“nice driver” from one that was not so nice to start with. 
We will bring you the story of a 1963 Studebaker “Avanti.” 
 To go along with this tale of mystery our good friend 
and fellow member, Frank O’Donnell, relates what he has 
learned along his adventures in automobile restoration. 
 We like to shine light on what we have coming down 
the road for us locally and nationally as well. The old car 
hobby goes on year ‘round for us blessed to be here 
in central Florida. It can also follow you “home” during 
your absence from the area. Seek out an  AACA region or 
chapter in your summer stomping grounds and let the fun 
continue. We do here! 
 Try to get your grand children involved in the hobby 
too, that’s how we can grow this passion we all love. Get 
your “Old Iron” out on the road and take them for an ice 
cream run. I think that you’ll find that they love it too. 
Grandpa and Grammy cruising to the local parlor, what’s 
not to like about that? They’ll be asking for more I bet. 



Mike Kissinger photo 

 Way back in 2015 we chronicled the rise of “DeeDee,” 
Jim and Dee Murray’s 1936 Ford Phaeton. A car which they 
bought a few years earlier up in Maine while on a trip to 
Joanne Fabrics for Dee. The project bogged down after 
nearly two years in a local restoration shop there. 
 Jim had asked me to wood grain the dash for the car 
to original specs and send it to the shop in Maine. Thanks 
to Fed Ex the dash had to be redone as it got caught in a 
sorting machine somehow and was severely damaged ne-
cessitating reconstruction and subsequent re-graining. 
Jim, by this time, was disgruntled with the pace of the pro-
ject had asked if  I would be willing to complete the  
restoration for them.  
 The car arrived at the beginning of August, 2015 in a 
box truck and a trailer in many, many pieces. My mission 
was to make it whole once again. Oh yeah, and by the way 
have it ready for the March, 2016 AACA meet in Naples, 
Florida. 
 We put the finishing touches to the car the night     
before leaving for Naples. Gordon Platt accompanied me 
along with the Murrays to the meet where DeeDee was to 

receive her First Junior award in her class. The best you 
can do for a first showing. Then in February of 2017 
DeeDee was again entered into the AACA Winter National 
Meet held in Ocala. DeeDee prospered yet again and  
received her Senior Award. A good record so far, two for 
two. 
 In June of 2018, DeeDee was entered into the Annual 
Grand National Show in Greensburg, PA. This show is only 
for Senior AACA winners and is held but once a year. 
There, DeeDee won her third award in as many tries, the 
AGNM first. It was at this show that DeeDee was given a 
second going over by a select committee of AACA officials. 
Very mum where they, giving no indication of what was up. 
 In October the Murrays were advised that their car 
had been chosen for a national award. 
 On February, 9th 2019 at the AACA Annual meeting 
in Philadelphia DeeDee was awarded the AGNM award. 
The best of the best. 
 Well done Jim and Dee. I don’t know how many cars 
run the “circuit” out of the box like that. You have a beauty 
in DeeDee. 

Jim and Dee Murray accepting the AGNM 
Award from Chuck Crane, outgoing Presi-
dent of  AACA. This award is but for one car 
per year from the biggest AACA show of the 
year. 



 Many of you may know that I spent most of my life in 
Pennsylvania, way out on the western frontier near the 
Ohio line. During those 58 years I managed to avoid what 
many call the “Town Of Brotherly Love.” Recently I was 
asked by my good friends, Jim and Dee Murray to join 
them at the Annual AACA meeting in Philadelphia. In my 
wildest dreams I never imagined being in Philadelphia in 
the middle of February. We certainly were not in The Villages 
anymore. To say the least! Yikes, I had forgotten what cold and 
windy was all about when I moved to Florida in 2005. 
 To make the most out of this journey I thought that we, 
the Murrays and I should at least find a decent Philly Cheese 
Steak sandwich, the signature meal from this iconic city. We 
started our search at  the host hotel simply called “201 Hotel.” 
This was to be a baseline by which all others were to judged. It 
was baseline for sure. That was Thursday’s evening meal.  
 Certainly in the next two days we could find something a 
little more like what I had imagined. Pat and Geno’s were too 
far away to walk to. Those are two iconic vendors of this epicu-
rean specialty in this bustling town and said to be the originals. 
 It turned out that our days at the meeting were to be 
filled with seminars and meetings that to leave for any lengthy 
period of time would be cheating our selves of what we were 
there for, fun with “old car folks.” All the AACA activities were 

contained within the confines of the host hotel so there was no 
real need to be out and about in the bitter cold of the north 
country. We were told that it rarely happens, the Philadelphia 
Auto Show happened to be running at the same time as our 
meeting and we had complimentary tickets and it was only 
three blocks from the hotel. 
 Come Saturday afternoon with my seminars in the rear 
view mirror I decided to stroll on ever to the auto show. Jim 
Murray was nursing a bum knee and felt the walk would be too 
much for him, I went solo. Yes I took a “winter” jacket with 
me, I did not take a Yukon, fur lined arctic parka which I 
needed. Walked the three blocks “down wind” from the hotel 
and enjoyed the car show immensely. AACA had a rather large 
exhibit of the cars we so dearly prize right at the entrance. an 
unexpected delight. Looked at many of the new cars I thought 
we might be interested in. Zowzer! Haven’t bought a new car 
in 15 years. Need I say more?  
 Ventured out of the show after an  hour or so, no Philly 
cheese steaks there either. Went in search of a local vendor of 
this delight. One just two blocks away wasn’t open yet. Looked 
for a few more blocks, got cold and headed back “upwind” to 
the hotel. What I did get was a screaming sore throat.  
                   The walk didn’t seem that long on the way out 

(Continued on page 5) 



but it sure got to me on the way back. Upon entering the lobby 
and the cafe there I found our good friend Don McCullen hav-
ing lunch and met some new friends and ended up having a 
quesadilla, in “Philly?” The search for that elusive cheese steak 
sandwich will have to wait for ever now it seems. I don’t think 
it is worth a return trip the big city. I guess that I’ll just have to 
imagine that pile of grilled prime rib eye and sautéed peppers 

and onions “wit” a slather of  “cheez whiz” on a freshly baked 
roll. Such is life. 
 While I’m reminiscing about this ill fated search let me 
show you what  I did encounter on my sojourn to Philadelphia. 
 Shots from around the meeting and the car show should 
give you a pretty good idea of what went down in the city of  
brotherly love.  
 

(Continued from page 4) 

There was a breakfast buffet set up for 
us each morning on the mezzanine with 
plenty of coffee and pastries to get us 
started. Sat at a table with gentleman 
from the Hornets Nest Region and 
made some small talk. Soon we were 
joined by other members from his North 
Carolina region and before you knew it I 
was the only with an accent at the table. 
I say yuns, they say y’all. 
 
The seminars were well attended and 
ranged from discussions on British cars 
to flat head Fords to estate planning 
and a first class on judging. 

A trade show is also a requisite of an annual 
meeting  such as this. Many vendors showing 
their goods and services. Upcoming AACA  
activities such as tours were on display for all 
to see as well as AACA merchandise. 
 
Several unique cars were on display such as 
this Hudson on the right and the ACE motorcy-
cle with sidecar. 



A beautiful 1957 Dual Ghia owned by Ed 
Blumenthal was right out front in the 

AACA display at the entrance to 
the Philadelphia Auto Show. 

This  1929 Alfa Romeo 6c 1750 Super Sport 
was from the Simeone Foundation 

Automotive Museum. 

 All in all my experience in 
Philadelphia was pleasant. A 
chance to meet, face to face, 
with the various people I come 
in contact with by phone or 
 e-mail each week. It’s nice to 

be able to put a face 
to the voice behind 
those phone calls. It 
was a good oppor-
tunity to make the 
connections we all 
need from time to 
time. 
 But it is nice 
to be back in the 
bubble that is The 
Villages. We all 
know it to be a bit 
different here than 
anywhere else.  

This wonderful trio played for the assembled crowd 
during “happy hour” on Saturday before the awards 
banquet in the host hotel. Also seen during that 
“happy hour” was none other than Ben Franklin. 
Not looking too bad at 316 years. He chats here 
with  Ralph Towner from the Suwannee River  
Region here in Florida. 



ou will get to meet “Ava” in the next few issues of KOTR PINS. Ava is not all 
that old, a mere 56 years of age. A “whipper snapper” by our chronology 
today. You see she was created in 1963 to be the “savior” of a declining 

manufacturer of automobiles. A few years prior to Ava’s appearance her parents 
met and joined together, that was Studebaker and Packard. Some have likened 
that marriage to “two drunkards trying to hold one another up right.” 
 Ava is a 1963 Studebaker Avanti, number 118, to be exact. Oh she has what 
it takes to be a stunner. She has all the right parts, she’s not all that well built, if 
you know what I mean.  
 It was thought in the beginning of this process that a little bit of TLC was all 
that would be needed to make her a classy lady once again. But our “fallen angel” 
has been neglected for way too long and this tale will inform you of her return to 
center stage once again. 
 As with any restoration project as you get deeper and deeper into the “hole” 
you need to take care of unforeseen circumstances as they occur. There is a say-
ing in the business “...while it’s apart…” you had better take care of this now. This 
is how this process can get unruly at times. This is my first time with an Avanti 
and it is a learning experience for me as well as the owners, Urs and Stefanie 
Nyffeler. They have several Studebakers but this is their first restoration project. 
The next time that you see them in their award winning 1953, red and white, 
Studebaker Starlight Coupe, give’em a big hug of sympathy. They’ll need it. 

Ava was not born with beautiful skin as most 
of her contemporaries had at the time. Age 
was not kind to her and several “beauticians” 
felt that we can make her pretty again by add-
ing more make-up and even changing her 
skin tone once or twice or maybe even three 
times. We found enough paint, eight layers, 
that it could be measured with a good yard-
stick instead of a mil-gauge. 

To be realistic, Ava was one hundred years 
ahead of her time. Her paint looked to be 
one hundred years old. “Alligatored” in 
every nook any crannie and dull as sand 
paper and tough as leather. “She has been 
ridden hard and put away wet” as the old 
saying goes. 
 
One of the faults with early Avanti’s is the 
“fit and trim” of the body panels. Ava is 
made of fiberglass and her doors were not 
strong enough for their size. Her doors 
have been replaced by ones from her later 
sisters but they didn’t fit all that well. 



Here is a prime example of just what 
may be encountered upon while doing 
a “paint job” on an older car. 
 
To the left is a portion the fiberglass 
body under the hood and under the 
master cylinder. At some point in time 
the master cylinder leaked brake fluid 
onto the body and dissolved the resins 
in the fiberglass. We were left with a 
“hairball” around a massive hole. Do 
we leave it? I don’t think so! On the 
right the “hairball” has been cut away 
exposing the size of the damage and 
reconstruction is underway, one small 
section at a time.  

I do not believe that this 2x4 assembly 
was original to the Avanti’s design. This 
is the area beneath the battery shelf and 
on early cars was apparently unsupported. 
A support strap is available but is to be 
glassed into the underside of the fender 
area and seems to be less than desirable. 
While the 2x4 does indeed get the job 
done, support for a weak area it certainly 
is not acceptable. On the right is the  
solution selected to solve the problem. A 
steel form was created to do the same job 
yet is almost imperceptible when installed 
on the frame. 

 Per the owners original instructions when starting 
this project, “...we would like to have a nice driver.” This 
is not a points car in the making so some latitude is being 
taken in various aspects of the rejuvenation process. But, 

when reworking one area, the paint, other areas soon 
loose their appeal. We’re talking about the chrome next 
issue. Stay tuned in as we progress together through this 
journey of enlightenment. 



Here is a list of 25 of the best lessons I have learned 
while doing restorations over the years: 
 
25.  Uttering the words, “While I'm at it…" inevitably leads to             
 a full, frame-off restoration. 
24.  One out of every four bolts you have to remove won’t 
 come out (usually the last of the four, or whichever one 
       of the four is the hardest to reach). 
23.  Putting parts in zip-loc bags is useless if you don’t label 
 the bag. 
22.  Parts will FIT in the wrong direction, but they will not 
 WORK. 
21.  Do not disassemble more than one car at a time in the  
 same garage. 
20.   If you’re working on a car under a lift, the tool you need 
 is always on the floorboard of the car above you. 
 19.   If you choose to buy an electrical part made in China, 
 you have better odds of winning the lottery than it 
        working after it is installed. 
18.   Realize that there is no one, quick, dependable way to 
 bleed disc brakes. 
17.   It is easier to run a whole new ground wire than it is to 
 find out why the original ground isn’t working. 
16.   NEVER expect a spring clamp or an A-tower clamp to 
 effectively do what it was designed to do. 
15.   Even Arnold Schwarzenegger can’t torque a three-spoke 
 wheel spinner to 450 ft. lbs. 
14.  Take your original estimate of how many days it will take 
 to complete your restoration; and then double the 
       estimate to find your approximate date of completion. 
13.  Take your original estimate of how many dollars it will 
 take to complete your restoration; and then double it to 
       find your real cost of the restoration. 

12.  What your spouse refers to as a dishwasher is actually a 
 parts washer. 
11.  In your  entire garage, full of old AND new tools, you 
 won’t have the ONE tool you need to complete the job. 
10.   If things seem to be going really well, it's only because 
 you don't yet realize something bad is happening. 
 9.   Something will always leak or drip........always. 
 8.   In disassembly, your camera is your best friend. 
 7.  When the one last important part you need to finish the 
 job finally comes off the UPS truck, it's either the wrong 
      part, doesn't work, or won't fit. 
 6.   If you can’t do the work well enough yourself, write the 
 check. 
 5.   If you can’t figure out how to fix it, move on to some
 thing else.  Sleep on it.  A solution will come to you in 
       time. 
4.  If you’re working under the hood of a car and drop 
 something, it will always roll to the middle of the car, 
 just out of reach. 
3.   The more difficult the assembly, the greater the chance 
 you’ll leave out a part.  Of course, you won’t realize 
       this until you’ve successfully reinstalled the item back on 
 the car. 
2.   Never let a relative do your restoration in his garage. 
1.   Everything looks good if you stand far enough away. 
 
These are just the first 25 lessons that come to mind.  If you 
have other, hard-learned lessons from restoring old cars, email 
me at the address shown.  I will update the list with your sug-
gestions in a future article. 
 
Editor’s Note; Frank O’Donnell is a member of both KOTR and TVR as well 
as the Oldsmobile Club of America. This article first appeared in “Journey 
With Olds,” the club’s monthly magazine, in August of 2018. 



 Why do you think the Ice Cream Social that kicked-off the 
AACA National Winter Meet in Ocala on February 21st was such a 
hit with everyone. Were you there? If not you missed a “doozey” of 
an ice cream run. 400+ folks streamed into the NPD collection to 
get a glimpse of one of the greatest car collections in the USA while 
they schmoozed through THE best ice cream buffet ever. 
 Volunteers from KOTR chapter donned special soda jerk hats 
and flashing bow ties to serve up the very best in an ice cream social. 
Bananas Foster, Cherries Jubilee, Bourbon Raisin Sauce, Butter 
Rum Sauce were among the gourmet items available to top that 
wonderful real ice cream from Bruster’s. 

The KOTR Super Scooper Crew 2019 from the left; 

Jim Murray, Bruce Blevins, Dave Jenkins, Dee 

Murray, Dennis Krueger, Ellen Harcourt, Rich Cour-

mettes, Leif Drexler, Trish Miller, Mike Jones, Jack 

Armstrong, Chuck Johnson and Bob Brownlee 



 Friday, the second day of the big AACA Winter National 
Meet was a day for a little relaxation from the business of old cars, 
too much of a good thing can spoil the experience. To lighten the 
load, two area tours were offered to the show registrants. So many 
signed up for the Silver Springs tour that a second bus was added 
to the schedule and the caravan tour to the “Gypsy Gold Horse 
Farm” was maxed out as well. 
 Silver Springs State Park was but a short bus ride away from 
the Host Hilton Hotel. Silver Springs is one of the largest artesian 
wells in the world with crystal clear water and glass bottom boats 

that open the underwater world to landlubbers. 
Many movies and television series were filmed on 
this location. Remember “Sea Hunt” with Lloyd 
Bridges and “The Creature From The Black Lagoon?” 
Both were shot in the pristine waters of the park.  
 46 old car folks took advantage of the Ocala 
“surf” tour. 
 Meanwhile another 39 eager participants 
caravanned to the near by “Gypsy Gold Horse 
Farm,” the leading breeder of the gorgeous Gypsy 
Vanner horse in the country. This two and a half 
hours  among these beautiful steeds was well out of 
the ordinary, allowing folks to get up close and  
personal with them.  
 Events like these are what make these National 
Winter Meets so special. 



 As is typical, show day at any 
AACA meet starts early in the morning. 
Registration staff arrived in the dark at 
6:00 a.m. while field staff cruised in a 
few minutes later to get their charges 
for the day. 
 Show cars began their entrance 
promptly at 7:00 a.m. and continued 
‘til around 10 o’clock. Judging began at 

11:oo a.m. on the dot. With over 230 
cars on the field it was a sight to see. 
 Above are just a few of the local 
award winners; top left 1939 Bantam 
Roadster-Mary Earlin KOTS, center 
1953 Studebaker Starliner Coupe-Urs 
and Stefanie Nyffeler KOTR, top right 
1935 Chevrolet Pick up– Tom 
Schweitzer-KOTR and center below 

1941 Buick-Chuck Johnson KOTR. I am 
proud to say that KOTR and TVR took 
home a lot of silver on Saturday. 
 Bottom left was the banner 
display of  the five area regions that 
produced this years meet; KOTRAACA, 
TVRAACA, KOTSAACA, NCFAACA and 
SRRAACA. Of course there are the 
awards themselves.  



 
KOTR, TVR and Ocala regions made quite a 
splash at the AACA Winter National Meet. 

KOTR CHAPTER 

• Frank O’Donnell, 1991 Acura NSX, 1st Junior 
• Frank O’Donnell, 1991 Honda 4WS, 1st Junior 

• Urs Nyffeler, 1953 Studebaker; 1st Junior 
• Mercer Moncrief, 1993 Cadillac Allante, 1st Junior 
• Mercer Moncrief, 1957 Oldsmobile, Preservation 

• Tom Schweitzer, 1935 Chevrolet Pick up, 2nd Junior 
• Chuck Johnson, 1941 Buick, 3rd Junior 
• Bob Daigle, 1959 Oldsmobile, 1st Junior 

• Bob Daigle, 1958 Oldsmobile, 2nd Junior 
• Bob Daigle, 1957 Oldsmobile, 3rd Junior 

• Rich Courmettes, 1942 Chrysler, AACA Original 
• Bruce Blevins, 1933 Packard, 3rd Preservation 
• Jim Murray, 1936 Ford Phaeton, Preservation 
• Jim Rentz, 1979 Lincoln, repeat Preservation 

• Dave Jenkins, 1967 Chevrolet Corvair, DPC 
• Gordon Platt, 1972 Oldsmobile 442, DPC 

The Villages  Region 

• Bill Kurrasch, 1986 Pontiac, Senior 

Ocala Region 

• Bruce Earlin, 1963 Studebaker/Avanti, Senior 
• Bruce Earlin, 1938 American Bantam, 1st Preservation 

• Bernard Laudando, 1964 Pontiac GTO, DPC 
• David Lee, 1956 Buick, DPC 

• Ken Bailey, 1922 Stearns, 3rd Junior 
• Ken Bailey, 1935 Chevrolet Suburban, 1st Junior 

• Ken Bailey, 1935 Chevrolet Suburban, 2nd Junior 
• Aleks Brzezanski, 1976 Rolls Royce, 2nd Junior 

KOTR as a club was granted awards 
for its newsletter KOTR PINS and 

its website by Web Mechanic Rich Courmettes,  
Rich also received a Master Web Master 

award for the TVR website. 



 KOTR members thought that it was high time that 
the gals deserved a night out with their “main squeeze” to 
celebrate this holiday of love. 
 Sixteen members gathered at Chef’’s Of Napoli III 
on route 301 in Oxford. We had to accept the 7:00 p.m. 
seating as this is a very popular dinning spot in the area. 
Only one antique car made the trip for the photo-op but 
that was OK. Sixteen not-so-antique friends had a great 
time together and isn’t that what the club is all about? 

 Each of the Ladies was presented a rose by the club 
in appreciation of their tolerance of us ol’ guys and our 
toys. 
 From the left: Judy Curtis (Neil), Annette Stratton 
(Ted), Trish Miller (Chuck), Nancy Moncrief (Mercer), 
Donna Drexler (Lief), Annette Gey (Bob), Pat Rentz (Jim), 
Janice Forster (Al). 
 We all had a great time, try not to miss the next 
outing to Okeef’’s Irish Pub, March 15th. 



Here 
are two 
events 

that you 
ought to 
put on 
your 

calendar 
for 

March. 
 

Good 
times 
with  

old cars 
that’s 
what  
we do.  

See 
you  

there! 




