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King Of The Road Chapter of the Antique Automobile Club of America 
Staff and Management: 

CEO: Jim  Re ntz  (352)638- 0502  Pres i d ent@KO TRAACA.or g 

       Pre si d ent  o f  Vice :   Gord o n Pl att    Vi ce  Pre si de nt @KO TRAACA.or g 

B ur sar :   Gord o n Pl att   (pro-tem )    Trea surer @KOTRAACA.or g 

Clu b Ste no graph er :   Dee  O ’Do nnel l   Srcret ary @KOTRAACA.or g  

Ce rt i f i ed  We b Mech a ni c :  Ri ch  Co urm ettes    We bm a ster @KO TRAACA.or g 

Visit our website; KOTRAACA . org  to see more of what we are all about  

 
ere we are, it’s 2021 and our “BIG SHOW” is just 

around the corner. We have been talking about this 
for a full year and now it is time that we stand up as a 
club and get the job done. 
 We have been getting a lot of interest from all over 
the country to come to our “neck of the woods” and 
have a little fun with our cars. It will be our job to see to 
it that this runs smoothly. 
 There are three clubs working together to make 
this AACA Southeastern Regional Tour a success; King 
Of The Road, Ocala Region and the North Central Florida 
Region out of Gainesville. Our job as I see it is to make 
our guests feel welcome and at ease. Some will have  
traveled hundreds, even thousands of miles just to get 
here and have a lot of fun.  
 Folks will start checking into the Mission Inn, 
Howey-In-The-Hills, Florida on Monday, April 19th. 

We will be needing volunteers to help get these folks to 
the proper places. Most will be driving their cars for the 
tour but there are some coming great distances, trailing 
their cars and will need to be directed to that particular 
parking area and placed accordingly. 
 We will need  hosts and hostesses in the main 
lobby area to greet them and see that they get to  
registration. Monday evening we have a welcoming  
dessert party at the Inn to get everyone together and 
explain the way the tours will operate for the week.  
 The steering committee has developed a plan for 
our volunteers to participate in individual activities at 
special rates. Go the this LINK for the downloadable 
registration form and register by March 17th. 
 Here is our opportunity to make a difference and 
show just what we, a small club, can do. That’s why we 

are the KING OF THE ROAD!   

https://kotraaca.org/2021tour/RegistrationFormVolunteerRev2.pdf


Jim Rentz purchased this 1935 Ford convertible sedan in July of 2016 
from Howard Holmes here in The Villages. Howard purchased the car 
from the estate of the original owner, Eben Draper, in 1961. Draper was a 
wealthy industrialist from Hopedale, Mass. Howard restored the car in 
the sixties with touring in mind. The electrics were up graded to 12 volt, 
a high speed rear end was installed as was steering gear from a 1937. 
The original engine was again redone in 2012 making this car a very 
strong runner. No trailer queen this baby,  Look for it on our tour in April! 

Each issue of KOTR PINS devotes a page to the cars 
of the chapter’s membership. This month we feature a 
1938 Chevrolet coupe and a 1935 Ford convertible  
sedan. If you would like to have your car featured in a 
future issue bring it to one of our photo shoot picnics 
held throughout the year.  

     rior to the twentieth century Florida travel was a dream only accessible to the very wealthy but with 
the advent of the affordable automobile in the early years of the twentieth century it became a reality for 
many northerners seeking relief from the weather and the crowded cities. Thus the Florida travel 
industry was born. Our cover image this month harkens back to those early days, luring those with a  
dependable auto to the warm and sunny clime that we all enjoy here so much. This is as much a calling 
card today as it was back then. We use it here to entice our northern brethren to join our tour in April. 

Dennis Doucette has owned this beautiful 1938 Chevrolet coupe for 15 
years. He purchased the car from an estate in Kansas and had it shipped 
to Wildwood where he began the restoration process. The car was solid 
with no rust but the typical old age problems that we all experience.  
Worn and leaky, it needed to be revitalized in many areas. Dennis looked 
and finally found the optional $9.95 banjo steering wheel. Now the car 
looks marvelous it its new color “Woodleaf Brown.” The car runs like a 
top with its new 6v alternator and refurbished gauges and interior. 



     or as long as there have been automobiles 
and serviceable roads, there have been folks 
seeking the good life of Florida. The travel 
industry has depended upon these sun loving 
people for over a century now. 
 On display for your pleasure are just 
some of the enticing images used to hook 
prospects to come to the sunshine that we so 
cherish here. The automobile has been a way 
of life for the American dream since its  
inception over 100 years ago. Here in Florida 
one can indulge that urge 12 months a year. 

Which one of these images would 
entice you to pack your bags and  to 
start heading south if only for a few 
weeks? We have many friends 
coming our way in April to enjoy our 
wealth of opportunity to have fun 
with our fine cars. Let’s go out of 
our way to make it very special for 
them and ourselves too! 



 

As To;   Southeastern Divisional Tour, April 19/22 2021. 

  
 You should all be aware that KOTR is in need of PHOTOGRAPHERS for the upcoming 

tour in April of this year. We MUST document this epic event in our history. During the 

three day run of the tour we have many, many events that need to be chronicled with  

pictures. Beginning on Monday, April 19th, check in day and the welcome social that evening. 

We have two or three venues each day that will offer many photo opportunities. 

 If you enjoy taking pictures and getting the facts, you can become a Photo Journalist for 

a few days. It’s hard work but we can teach you the “tricks of the trade.” This story will be 

featured not only in our award winning KOTR PINS but also our national magazine AN-

TIQUE AUTOMOBILE. YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE ! 

 

 Contact;  jcrentz@reagan.com and commit to lending a hand. 



 

KOTR kicked off 2021 with a short trip to Inverness and The 
Cove Pub and Grub. 28 members and guests made their way 
west on Route 44 to the quaint “hot spot” on the shore of  
Henderson Lake. Some guests came from as far away as the 
Tampa area and Kissimmee to join in our fun trip. 
 
We left from the Rohan Center to arrive in Inverness for our 
1:00 pm reservation. There was plenty of outdoor seating for 
those that felt the need as well as indoor seating. The joint was 
jumpin’ so it took a little while for the kitchen to catch up but it 
was worth the wait. Yummm! 
 
KOTR conferred its first “Car Of The Day” award to Bill and  
Carrollyn Hunt for their beautiful blue 1967 Plymouth Sport 
Fury convertible with a big salute from the entire gang. 

Chuck Johnson and Trish Miller 

Ozzie 

Linda Hynes 
and 

Dee O’Donnell 

Carrollyn Hunt, Jo Moncrief, Mercer Moncrief 
and Bill Hunt’s back 

KOTR Car Of The Day salute, 1967 Plymouth Sport Fury 
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Person or persons urgently 

needed to fill part time positions 

for local antique car tour.  

If you enjoy working with  

People we have a job for you. 

Prior to the tour we are in need 

of workers to design and  

Assemble banquet table 

center pieces; contact 

Ellen Harcourt  

toomanyshoes@ comcast.net 

 

Traffic control 

Beginning Monday morning 

April 19th to assist arriving 

guests to the proper location 

within the Mission Inn Resort. 

Assist trailing guest to the   

assigned parking area and get 

them parked appropriately and 

headed back to the Inn. 

contact Jim Rentz 

jcrentz@reagan.com 

 

Party Hostesses 

Beginning Monday evening 

April 19th Mission Inn 

dessert social for tour 

participants, meet and greet  

contact Ellen Harcourt 

toomanyshoes@comcast.net 

 

Tuesday venue traffic control 

Howey Mansion, 

Howey-In-The-Hills, FL 

parking assist and monitor 

morning session and  

afternoon session 

contact Rich Courmettes 

kitewizard@comcast.net 

Tommy Small Collection 

Dade City, FL 

 traffic monitor to assist tourists 

to find suggested routes 

and destination parking; 

morning and afternoon 

sessions 

jcrentz@reagan.com 

Wednesday Venue 

Tavares, FL 

traffic and parking monitors  

Dora Canal Tour 

contact Rich Courmettes 

kitewizard@comcast.net 

morning and afternoon 

Sessions 

 

 

Thursday Venues 

Gypsy Gold Horse Farm 

Ocala, FL 

traffic and parking monitor 

morning and afternoon sessions 

contact Al Forster 

amf6361513@aol.com 

 

NPD Collection 

Ocala, FL 

Appleton Museum 

Ocala, FL 

contact Larry Galyean 

lgalyean01@gmail.com 

 

If you feel that you can be of 

assistance in any of these  

Venues please let the  

contact person know of your 

availability 

This tour cannot be a 

success unless you are a willing 

volunteer of your time and  

talents to the project.  

this is a true team 

effort and you will make the  

difference and shine the 

light on our regions.  

while other regions and 

chapters have for the most 

part shut down activities 

in the past year we have been 

able to proceed unimpeded  

because of our abilities to  

do so in a manner that is both 

safe and fun. 

Many of our guests are  

anxious to get out with their 

cars and do what they joined the 

club to do; drive! 

 

We, the organizing committee 

urge you to get involved  

with this project 

and have a great time with  

our new found friends in  

AACA. 

 

0345 Help Wanted 

  + TEMPORARY POSITIONS + 
Southeastern Divisional AACA tour has 
many job openings for the April 19-23 
tour. Many skills needed. Hospitality 
room hosts and hostesses, dessert  

social hosts, pizza party, 
banquet table centerpiece assembly, 

traffic control at resort and activity 
venues, goodwill ambassador 

No experience necessary 



 Route 66 has been called the most famous highway 
in the world:  I drove it for the first time in June of 2017. 
The “Mother Road” as it is affectionately called, differs 
from most attractions as it is a working highway, not a  
single destination. Therefore, what you see is changing all 
the time.   
 Guidebooks for the Mother Road seem to come in 
two varieties. The first type lists every restaurant, national 
park and sewer pipe museum on the route whether they 
are operating or not. The second type of guidebook misses 
many of the interesting stops you might want to see be-
cause they haven’t received national attention.  
 A famous diner along the route that operated for 50 
years might go out of business at the end of the month, but 
be listed in every single guide book you can buy. A popular 
destination can be closed for repairs, or a favorite stop can 
re-open under new management after being shuttered for 
decades. So, try to buy the most current guidebook you can 
find in the bookstore or online. 
 When my friend Jack from Maryland and I decided 
to drive the eastern route from Illinois to California, we  
decided on three things: to take our time; stop anywhere 
we thought looked interesting; and pick restaurants and 
motel stops on the fly. There was no set schedule, and we 
allotted two weeks for the trip.   
 As history buffs, both Jack and I had read stories all 
our lives about the famous attractions and sometimes 
quirky period-era buildings operating along the route. 

These colorful stops  
continually appear in  
pictures on the internet 
and have been widely 
showcased on popular TV 
travel programs.  Due to 
this rediscovered historic 
popularity, many of these 
old gas stations, drive-in 
theatres, diners and  

restaurants that catered to cross-country travelers for  
generations, have been restored to their original condition. 
One of the added bonuses of driving Route 66 is all the old 
cars you get to see, not only in museums but parked  
everywhere along the route at almost every stop.  
 Route 66 was commissioned in 1926 as a major  
highway for the defined purpose of cross-country travel. It 
necessitated a support system of businesses that would 
sustain and cater to the constant flow of automobiles and 
trucks that were to fill the mostly two-lane road day and 
night. 
 The construction of the road connected established 
towns along the route, but the rural areas between the 
towns (and just outside of each town), became ripe for 
commercial development.  Where there were no other 
buildings close by, prospective business owners were free  

 
(Continued on page 9) Editor’s note: this article first appeared in “Journey  

With Olds” the monthly newsletter of The Oldsmobile 
Club of America, April 2017. Frank is also a member 
and contributor to KOTR chapter of AACA. 



 
to erect a building in any shape 
or architectural style they chose.  
Many businesses were designed 
purposely to be eye-catching 
from a distance, for the sole 
purpose of  attracting drivers 
and passengers.  Extensive 
use of brightly-lit neon signs 
drew weary travelers in after  
nightfall like moths to a flame. 
 The popularity and heavy 
use of Route 66 would be the 
blueprint that “paved the way” 
for the Interstate system in the 
fifties.  Few knew this success 
would also be the death knell for 
the original road when multi-lane interstates would be built 
nearby, bypassing the towns and beloved stops altogether. 

  
Books on Route 66 claim there are few original stretches of 
the Mother Road that you can still travel on.  However, we 
discovered that probably 60% or more of the original road 
still exists and is functioning. Many times, old Route 66 is 
visible right alongside the new road or interstate. 
Driving long hours in the car and staying in a different motel 
every night can be exhausting after a week or so, but it’s 
hard to contain the excitement you feel every morning when 
you head out to explore the endless variety of attractions 
that surprise and delight you at every turn. This is the same 
feeling first-time travelers must have felt 75 years ago on 
their first trip down Route 66.  
 Next month, I will list “the best of the best” attractions 
which I visited on my journey.  You won’t have time to stop 
at all of them, but I guarantee, as an automobile lover you 
will thoroughly enjoy each stop.  I will also list some great 
restaurants and diners that will keep you “fueled-up” for 
whatever part of Route 66 you travel. 

(Continued from page 8) 



February 14th found 14 KOTR 

members at Sunset Delights for our 

annual Ice Cream Run. Only two old 

cars made the trip, the weather  don’t 

you know.  What would a KOTR  

outing be without some rain. The 

treats were on the club as always on 

Valentine’s Day. It was still a good 

time with great friends  and ice cream. 

From left Carol Schweitzer, Linda Durst, Bob Durst and Tom Schweitzer 
On the left is Bill and Lind Hynes 



Last month Rich presented 
us with the “Missing Link” 

 
In this issue we repeat the 

questions but also show 
you the answers on the 

next page.  
 

Let’s see how good you 
really are, no peeking 

now! 
 

Have fun and good luck. 



Congratulations, you got SOME correct! 
The Missing Link Answers and points: 

• West (4 major compass points) 2+1 pts. 

• Nina (3 Columbus ships) 2+1 pts. 

• GMC (4 brands of General Motors) 2+1 pts. 

• Lake Huron (5 Great Lakes) 2+1 pts. 

• George Harrison (4 Beatles) 2+1 pts. 

• Combustion (4 strokes of a gas engine) 2+1 pts. 

• Bashful (7 Dwarfs) 2+1 pts. 

• Joey Bishop (5 members of the Rat Pack) 2+1 pts. 

• LF [Left-Front], (4 wheel positions of a car) 2+1 pts. 

• Candlestick (6 weapons in the game of Clue) 3+1 pts. 

• Brown (8 Ivy League Universities) 3+1 pts. 

• Yellow (6 additive and subtractive primary colors) 3+1 pts. 

• Posh (5 nicknames of the Spice Girls) 3+1 pts. 

• Peace (5 original Nobel Prize categories) 3+1 pts. 

• Northern Mariana Islands (5 US possessions) 3+1 pts. 

• Buzz Aldrin (3 astronauts of Apollo 11 moon landing) 3+1 pts. 

• Tasmania (6 Australian states) 4+1 pts. 

• Warren Harding (8 US presidents who died in office) 4+1 pts. 

• Interjection (8 parts of speech) 4+1 pts. 

• 2 PM (3 Dr. Pepper drink times) 4+1 pts. 

• AB (4 major blood types) 4+1 pts. 

• Ephesus (7 locations of the Wonders of the Ancient World) 4+1 pts. 

• Wales (4 countries of the United Kingdom) 4+1 pts. 

• Benny Andersson (4 members of ABBA) 4+1 pts. 

• William Clay Ford (4 children of Henry Ford) 4+1 pts. 
Total possible = 100 pts. 



 

 Dee and her husand Frank moved 
to The Villages in 2018 from Salt Lake 
City, Utah. Dee is a retired executive of 
Wells Fargo Bank and has lived in many 
states pursuing her career. 
 She and Frank are avid about AACA 
membership, having been members in 
several regions around the country over 
many years. 
 Our previous secretary, Carolyn  
Jouret, has asked to step down from her 
duties for health reasons. Dee agreed to 
jump into the position and help our 
chapter continue to grow. 

Come celebrate with KOTR 

at Spanish Springs Cruise in. 

We are the June feature club 

and it is our 6th birthday. 



Put this date on your 
calendar NOW! 

 
We always have a good time 
at this nearby show with our 

good friends in 
Pennbrooke Fairways 

Great Cars 
Good Food 

Wonderful Times 
 

PLAN TO BE THERE 

We will be arriving on our 
Own for this outing. 

Come out for an afternoon 
Of great music, good food 

And the best of friends. 

YALAHA BAKERY 

Route 48 east of 27/441 




