
 Just one year ago the King Of The Road 
chapter of AACA was formed to offer the resi-
dents of Lake, Sumter and Marion counties 
interested in great old cars yet another option 
to have fun with their cars. Stewart Paquette 
was approached about hosting such a group 
as us and we have had a marvelous year with 
him and his entire crew. We are truly the 
most fortunate people to be associated with 
the Paquette family. 
 From just five couples one year ago we 
are now 86 members strong and growing, 
one friend at a time. Now to be allied with the 
Ocala Region, the North Central Florida re-

gion and The Villages region we are in the 
process of getting ready to host the annual 
AACA winter meet in Ocala next February 
25th. 
 To my way of thinking that is pretty im-
pressive growth. Now it is time to keep up the 
momentum generated in the past 12 months 
to help us move forward with new and better 
activities for us and our friends in the sur-
rounding regions by opening lines of commu-
nications with them. Sharing our talents and 
interests to enhance the AACA experience of 
camaraderie and participation. We’ll get it 
done and have a lot of fun on the way. 
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 The road ahead of us looks wonder-
ful if we can keep an eye on the rearview 
mirror to see where we were. We have 
come a long way since our start up just 
one year ago. In our pages this month we 
will review our past activities with an eye 
out for how we can do better in the future.  
 Most of all we don’t want to become 
what we had departed, a top down organi-
zation. We need your input and insights to 
make this grow from the bottom up. Any 
organization needs a vision and that 
comes from the top but the actual doing it 
right comes from the membership. No one 
person can imagine all of the possibilities 
to success. 
 As you are all well aware that we 
have suspended our monthly meetings in 
the beautiful Show Barn at Paquette’s for 
the summer months. We are low on mem-
bers at this point and the cost of operating 
the Show Barn in the Summer is high. Not 
worth cost. In stead we are meeting “on 
the road.” That’s what were all about any 
how. More driving and less B.S. For July 
we are heading north to Ocala with our 
friends from The Villages region to meet 
up with the Ocala region for a joint affair. 
August is in the planning stages at this 
time and your suggestions are most 

welcome and anticipated I might add.  
 We will resume our regular meeting 
in September at Paquette’s on the 19th, 
7:00 P.M. In 2015 we kicked off our sea-
son with a fantastic OKTOBERFEST gala 
serving Brats-N-Beer. This year we want 
to make it even better. what would you 
like to see there? Your suggestions are 
critical to us having more fun than before. 
 From a suggestion from our club 
Paquette’s are working on a 40s style USO 
show for Veteran’s Day on the 11th of No-
vember. We will keep you informed as that 
progresses. This could be HUGE consider-
ing the number of Vets we have in the 
area. Also in November Our sister region 
in Ocala is again hosting the trip to Day-
tona Beach over the Thanksgiving week-
end for those interested. It was great fun 
last year. 
 Again this year the Ocala region is 
hosting their annul Christmas picnic at the 
Weirsdale Kiwanis Hall and we are all in-
vited to participate. Save the date, Dec. 
11th for a great time. It’ll be better than 
last year and that’s saying something be-
cause it was a wonderful day for all. This is 
why we all joined up with AACA, working 
together for a good time with good 
friends and old cars. 



 KOTR got off to a fast start last June 24 with a trip to 
Homasassa Springs State Park as guests of our host region 
in Ocala. With such short notice only Jim and Pat Rentz 
were able to free up the day for the trip. This was to set the 
standard by which our chapter was to grow and prosper, 
great trip with good friends, old cars and wonderful food. 
The idea must have caught on because we are now signing 
on new members nearly every month now. People are 
hearing about our reputation for having a good time and 
they want to join in too.  

 Every club needs a place to call 
home. We the members of KOTR have 
perhaps the ultimate venue for our meet-
ing and activities. The Show Barn at 
Paquette’s Farmall Museum in Leesburg 
has been our base of operations. who 
wouldn’t want to have a facility like this 
at their disposal. We owe Stew Paquette 
a huge debt of gratitude for the use of his 
property. That’s why when we have an 
event to aid our host it is so important 
for all of to participate. 

  

 

  
  

 
 Would someone like to take on the idea 
of producing “Malt Shop Memories?” An ac-
tivity open to all the public with a band or a 
DJ taking us “back to the fifties” once again 
and having some of those great malt shop 
goodies to nosh on while we reminisce of 
those days of dungarees and poodle skirts or  
dance the evening away with you favorite 
squeeze.  
 This could possibly be a recurring pro-
ject for us to draw in folks to our cause. 

We can do hot dogs and pizza and ice cream 
sundaes and floats and shakes. All that junk 
food that made us what we are today. 
 This could be a great time for the entire 
community to come together and see our 
beautiful rides and slide back to a time that 
we all wish we could see once again. All we 
have to do is care enough to make it happen. 
Would you like to take on this project and 
make it come to life? All it takes is a sense of 
purpose, some good planning and a lot of 
hard work. You’re not afraid of hard work are 
you? One person cannot possibly do this 
alone, it will take a dedicated committee to 
make it happen. 
               C’mon, it’ll be a lot of fun! 



 Dr. Urs Nyfeller called us all to dinner on 
his alphorn, Dr. Nyfeller hails from Switzerland 
and drives his 1953 Studebaker on KOTR out-
ings when in Florida. Our “Beer-N-Brats” party 
was a huge success to kick off high season here 
in central Florida. Look forward to a bigger and 
better party this year. 

As always we are going to need many vol-
unteers to help set up for this big event. Ta-
bles and chairs need to be placed as well as 
organizing the serving tables for the pot 
luck dishes. Then after we are finished 
there is always the clean up crew to see that 
we leave the hall just like we found it. Par-
ticipation in service is all part of the fun of 
the activity. Please make yourself available 
so that we can all have some fun. 

 October 28th had KOTR on the road for 
our very first Cruise-N-Dine when we trav-
eled through some of the nicest Florida back 
roads to Tavares and O’keefe’s Irish Pub. This 
is why King Of The Road chapter was formed, 
good driving with good friends to have some 
good food and have a good time. We have 
succeeded in our mission. 

 In November Jack and Pat Armstrong hosted 
the Buzzard’s Breath Touring Region of AACA to a 
three day tour in our area. A highlight of that three 
day event was attendance at one of The Villages fa-
mous polo matches. KOTR’s crack “Hot Dog Crew”  
catered the event with a super hot dog feast for the at-
tendees. You didn’t know we have a “Hot Dog Crew?” 
You can join in on the fun also, just let us know, we’ll 
be happy for your participation.  



 Thanksgiving weekend found many of our 
flock off to Daytona Beach for the annual Turkey 
Rod Run organized by Steve Ellis from our sister 
region in Ocala. On the right we have Gordon and 
Barb Platt, Jimmy and Geri Cipollone and Pat 
Rentz ready for dinner at Gator Joe’s in Ockla-
waha. A great end for a super “vacation.” It’s going 
to happen again this year for many. Join in! 

 The Ocala region holds an an-
nual Christmas picnic in December. 
Last years’ was on the shore Lake 
Weir at the Kiwanis Club. We all 
brought our favorite side dish as well 
as a gift for “Toys for Tots.” This 
years version will repeat at the Ki-
wanis Club by the lake and promises 
to be better by far. Can’t give away 
all the details now or it won’t be a 
surprise. You’ll just have to plan on 
being there to find out. See Ya’ 
there! 

 Once again our resident road trip 
 authority, Dave Jenkins came through with a 
Cruise-N-Dine to the Black Water Inn on the 
St. Johns River in Astor. A wonderful drive 
through the Ocala National Forest to a marvel-
ous lunch overlooking the river. We owe Dave 
a big thank you for all his efforts this past year 
to make KOTR the success that it is. 



 The month of February was a busy 
one for KOTR, we  first did a little ice 
cream party for the gals in celebration of 
St. Valentines’ Day at our monthly meet-
ing on the 15th. This was one busy week 
for us as we had three activities scheduled 
for the membership.  Busy, busy, busy. 

 Thursday evening found many of us back at Paquette’s for 
a tribute show to Neal Diamond. Keith Allyn from Branson, 
MO. entertained a SRO crowd at the Show Barn. Performing 
one hit after another along with some humorous insights made 
for a wonderful evening. The audience was stunned at the in-
stantaneous wardrobe changes made by Allyn. 
 Here’s the good news, he’ll be back once again this com-
ing February in a brand new show featuring “not really Willie.” 
If you like Willie Nelson, DUH! then you’ll not want to miss this 
evening with the whole gang. Watch for the notices, be here be-
fore you know it.  

 Each February Stew Paquette hosts a 
three day festival dedicated to tractors and all 
things tractor. Part of our mission as users of 
his fantastic Show Barn for our monthly 
meetings is to put on a car show. Coming into 
the scene rather late we were able to cobble 
together a showing of 40 cars. Next February 
we hope to triple that number and make it a 
show everyone will remember. Your ideas to 
make that happen will be more than appreci-
ated. Let’s get started NOW! 



Once the show season was behind us 
we were back out on the road again in 

April. This time our tour master Dave Jenkins took us nine miles out into 
the Gulf of Mexico for dinner at Peck’s Old Port Cove in Crystal River to 
meet with out sister region from Ocala.  Cruising and dining the AACA way. 

 March saw some of our membership 
head south to Naples for the AACA annual 
mid-winter meet there. They all brought 
home the hardware for their efforts. On the 
left we have Ed Miller’s 1934 Packard con-
vertible sedan and his 1932 Cadillac all 
weather phaeton. Below Jim and Dee 
Murray show off their first junior trophy for 
their 1936 Ford phaeton, DeeDee. 



Lunch at the Braised Onion to follow. 
    Stop at BURNYZZ classic cars. 
Reserve your spot;  jcrentz@reagan.com       ASAP 



adjective 
 having no equal; unparalleled; 
 incomparable: 

 That is how you might describe KOTR’s  
“Car of the Month” program. Each month we 
feature a member’s car right in the meeting hall 
with us. Following our business meeting the 
owner gets the opportunity to talk about his or 
her ride in the comfort of our venue at 
Paquette’s while we have our social hour.  I be-
lieve that makes us unique in all of AACA. 



Do you know anyone who could use a car like this? 

Each May the City of Mount Dora, Florida holds a Classic Car Show on 
the shore of beautiful Lake Dora. It is limited to 100 cars and they are 
some of the finest in the area. Jim Murray wanted to attend with his 
newly restored 1936 Ford phaeton just for the fun of it before heading 
back to  Maine for the summer. He walked away with the best open car 
award for his efforts as can be seen in the picture on the right. Above 
are some details shots of a particularly stunning 1957 Oldsmobile, best 
GM car on the field, showing just 445 miles on the odometer since resto-
ration. Put this show on your list for next May! 



In June KOTR was 
invited to be the 
feature club at the 
monthly Spanish 
Springs Cruise-in. 
With 80% of our 
membership being 
snowbirds we are 
running on a much 
reduced fleet of 
cars from which to 
participate but we 
did manage to gar-
ner 14 members to 
bring out their  
rides for the show. 

An unusually early 
rain storm in the af-
ternoon managed to 
drive away many of 
the spectators and 
likewise many of the 
participants as well. 
Anyone who thinks 
intermittent wipers 
are relatively new 
does remember the 
old vacuum wipers. 

We had a wide 
range of cars in 
KOTR from a 1931 
Model A  Ford to a 
1979 Lincoln on 
display, showing 
the public the 
scope of the AACA 
club, something for 
everyone to enjoy. 



 Back in April The Villages Region was 
approached about bring a few cars to the 
Harbor Chase Assisted Living Center in Lady 
Lake, the beautiful facility opened just one 
year ago.  
 Eight owners with  their cars made 
themselves available to the residents there. 
As with so many activities in June in Florida 
you have to contend with the weather and it 
was not cooperating with us. Thunder 
storms moved in early and dampened the 
participation of the residents, many of which 
were in wheelchairs. KOTR members  
assisted The Villages region with this pro-

ject. Those in attendance were Mercer and 
Jo Moncrief, 1957 Oldsmobile; Jim Rentz, 
1947 Cadillac, Fran Hellferich, 1987 Chevy 
El Camino; John Farr, 1922 Ford Model T 
huckster; Tom and Carol Marshall, 1921 
Ford Model T Depot Hack, Tom Wade, 1979 
MG; Clyde Hamilton, 1994 Lincoln and 
Sharon Berra, 1990 Lincoln. 
 The plan was to go to near by Sonics 
for lunch but the rain got us invited in for 
lunch with the residents. Hot dogs and 
Hamburgers with all the fixing's. Next year 
we’ll try to pick a better day for viewing. The 
residents do appreciate the effort.  



 You know the old adage, “...the 
older you get the faster time seems 
to go by.” Well by the time February 
23rd rolls around we’ll all be just a 
little bit older and it will be here be-
fore you know, just around the cor-
ner so to speak. 
 This is the preliminary of the 
folder that will be going out all over 
the country for the 2017 Winter Na-
tional Meet. Notice at the bottom of 
the cover just who is co-hosting this 
event. King Of The Road and The 
Villages region among others. 
 You ARE going to be called 
upon to participate in this activity in 
one way or another. There are going 
to be plenty of chores that need 
tending to prior to the event. The 
days of the event will require many 
volunteers to man various venues 
and of course participation in the 
show itself on Saturday the 25th. 
 Don’t think that just because 
you do not have a “show car” there is 
no point in attending or that it’s just 
for “the other guys and gals.” AACA 
has something for nearly everyone 
interested in antique transportation. 
Other than show cars there are 
classes for Driver Participation, 
DPC; Historic Preservation Original 
Features, HPOF; Second Generation 
Collector Vehicle, SGCV, and motor-
cycles. 
 Winter National is a great way 
to get back into the swing of all 
things AACA. 


