
 We have just completed our first of 
many activities for this “High Season” here 
at King Of The Road Chapter AACA. The 
month of September whetted out appetite 
for what is to be the very busiest for the ar-
eas AACA regions and chapters. If you liked 
our 2nd annual OKTOBERFEST celebration 
then you really ought to get a kick out of the 
rest of the season. If you missed that party 
then you can read all about it in this issue. 
Those of you “birds” that are late migrating 
to the southland will just have to catch up 
the best you can. November is going to 
make us all thankful for what we joined up 
for, lots of fun, food and good friends with 
old cars, the essence of AACA. 

 The next five months ought to fill you 
to the brim with activities. We know that 
not everyone can attend all that we have 
planned for you but that is why we have so 
many, you can pick and choose according to 
your busy schedules what you want to do.
 As a club we ought to be very eager to 
be part of the AACA National Winter Meet. 
It is going to take a lot of us to make it the 
best. You know our motto at KOTR, “give 
’em more than they expect.”  We Can Do It! 
 Speaking of such let’s all get behind 
the USO style show at Paquette’s. It is for a 
great cause the Villages Honor Flight and it 
is going to be a great evening of fun and a 
chance to reminisce once again. 
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 Never let it be said that KOTR isn’t up 
to the challenge of the times. Even though 
our entire essence is to live in the past if 
only for brief moments as we play with our 
toys. I’m sure that you are aware of the old 
adage that “what goes around comes 
around.” If you wait long enough eventually 
it will come back in style once again. 
 Remember those days of yore, in the 
kitchen perhaps, with crayons in hand or 
box, as the case may be. Your favorite color-
ing book opened up to the next unfinished 
page. Mom standing by the ironing board, 
soda bottle with sprinkler head standing 
guard and a pile of laundry in the basket on 
the chair next to you. What a way to while 
away a few hours of quality time connecting 
with Mom. 
 Mom may be gone now but those 
memories still persist to this day. In this is-
sue of KOTR PINS I am introducing a new 
feature to keep up with the trend of the day. 
Seems as though coloring has come back 
into fashion once again. This time for adults 
as well as the children. Page 16 of this issue 
is a picture that you can print off for you or 
your grandchild’s use. This one is entitled  
“57 in heaven.” Just a fun  image for you to 
share or not with the younger set. See what 
you can do with it. 
 It is my opinion that within the next 

few months KOTR is going to experience a 
surge in membership. From what I have 
heard word is finally getting out about our 
little club and it’s activities and people want 
to be a part of this action. It is so vitally im-
portant that we make these people feel at 
home when they join with us and make 
them feel welcome and included. We have 
been working very symbiotically with near 
by regions of AACA to make the entire ex-
perience a positive one in the past year. We 
have done activities that would have been 
otherwise undone had we not joined forces. 
 With this thought in mind it is time 
that we start thinking of the show that we 
want to produce for our host Stew Paquette. 
I have some ideas but I want to hear from 
the rest of you as well. We have without a 
doubt the very best venue in all of Florida to 
grow and prosper as a club. We could not 
ask for a better and more co-operative host 
than Stewart. It is high time that we start to 
pay him back for his generosity. 
 Yes, we have the AACA national win-
ter meet in February in Ocala and that will 
be a busy two or three days for us. But to 
produce a show of extraordinary class the 
week before will take all our effort. But we 
are up to it. “WE CAN DO IT” Be assured! 



 September in central Florida can be one of 
the warmest months of the year, while the calen-
dar says Fall the sun says “I’m not done quite yet.” 
September 28th was a warm lazy kind of day, just 
right for taking a leisurely drive in an old car to go 
out to lunch. Twenty nine KOTR members and 
friends from the Ocala region did just that. 
 Eaton’s Beach was the destination on beau-
tiful Lake Weir. With the dinning room sitting 
high over the waterfront the view was spectacular 
as was the food and service. Timing is everything 
when going to this destination as it is very popular 
with area residents. During high season the wait 
can be rather lengthy. 
 It’s great having other regions with which to 
share the joy of our old cars and touring. For the 
Ocala region the tour was just getting there, for 
KOTR the tour was to follow lunch as tour direc-
tor Dave Jenkins led us on a 36 mile jaunt 
through the Ocala National Forest and then back 
home once again. 
 This was a great, low key activity enjoyed by 
old friends that love old cars and great food. Try 
to make it to the next one if you missed this party. 

Since its transformation a few years back from a 
hole-in-the-wall dated, lakeside eatery Eaton’s 
Beach has become the local destination spot for 
many area clubs.  

Above are the cars form the KOTR contingent parked at Eaton’s 
Beach. For once the Ocala region out numbered us at a Drive-N-Dine. 
On the right is part of that Ocala group. Seems as though AACA is an 
old car club with an “eating problem.” 



 The air is finally getting 
cooler and the snowbirds are 
returning to their  Winter 
quarters after the long hot 
Summer. As we get ready for 
an exciting Fall schedule here 
at KOTR it is the time of year 
that we need to get our records 
in order and that means we 
need to know who is onboard 
with us, a time to renew our 
membership files.  
 If you have not yet paid 

your national dues please do so 
at once. You cannot participate 
in KOTR otherwise. We believe 
that we have an array of events 
that should please most every 
member. The $35 national 
dues along with the $20 chap-
ter fee is little enough to con-
tinue the fun we have had as a 
club. The local dues do help to 
subsidize some of our activi-
ties.  Let’s keep it up. We are 
growing very nicely here. 

 We need more than your name on a 
list and money in the bank. We need YOU 
to participate to make us successful. Only 
you can make the difference. Fall is also the 
time of year when we choose who we want 
to lead us into the future, the management 
team that makes this entire enterprise go. 
This year it is time to select a new Vice 
President and a Treasurer according to our 
by-laws. These people will serve for two 
years in those positions. 
 The Vice President will assist the 
President when necessary and preside over 
meetings when the President is unavailable. 
Additionally this person will assist in estab-
lishing an activities program for the mem-
bership. 
 The treasurer will be in charge of the 
financial concerns of the club and along 
with the President will co-sign the checks 

needed for the successful operation of the 
chapter. A monthly Treasurers report will 
be given at the monthly meetings. This po-
sition is also a seat on the Board of Direc-
tors of the chapter. 
 No club can long survive without the 
dedication of its membership and that in-
cludes serving that club. We all cannot be 
takers from the club but we must also be 
givers to the club. The burden is such that it 
must be shared. New blood is always a boon 
to the organization to keep it from becom-
ing stale and irrelevant. 
 We want to keep this club strong and 
an asset to the membership. Please step for-
ward and offer your time and talents for the 
good of everyone. We will be making these 
decisions at our December meeting. Plan on 
making a difference so that we can all have 
a better experience in AACA.  



 Every now and then it seems 
appropriate to share some space in 
our newsletter with our fellow 
AACA regions that are not so fortu-
nate to have a newsletter for their 
membership. This page is dedicated 
to The Villages Region’s participa-
tion in the October Spanish Springs 
Cruise-in. While the rain dampened 
the turn out of cars a good time was 
had by the fourteen TVRAACA cars 
in attendance. 

Some young lads getting the thrill of an antique automobile at the 
October Spanish Springs Cruise-in. They were guests of Leif  
Drexler as he explained the intricacies of his 1914 Model T Ford 
touring. This is how the interest gets started in our youth today. I 
don’t think the thrill ever dies once you have been bitten by the bug. 
To get behind the wheel of an  old car and breeze down a country 
road with the sound and feel of the road, something we miss in to-
day’s super soft and quiet rides. These old cars were more than 
transportation, they are an experience to behold. 

Above is the TVRAACA display of cars and to the 
left is Richard Buehrig’s beautiful 1963 Comet 
convertible with standard transmission. A lot of fun 
on a sunny day cruise. 



I believe that we promised 
a bigger and better OKTOBERFEST 
this year and many people thought it 
was so. This year we had in excess of 
90 attendees, a 40% increase over 
last year. We had a fabulous DJ this 
year, Al Brady from WVLG radio. 
Also a founding member at “Little 
Darlin’s” at Old Town in the Orlando 
area back in the 80’s. We also had 
Dr Urs Nyffeler from Switzerland 
entertain us with his alphorn with 
songs from the Alpine country. Ad-
ditionally his wife Stephanie sang a 
rousing rendition of “God Bless 
America” to a standing ovation. 
 The pot luck portion of the fes-
tival brought out some fantastic fare  
for all to enjoy. Add to that an 80th 
birthday celebration by Tom Wade.  
 A very busy evening indeed. If 
you missed this one we have our first 
ever dinner theater coming up in 
November on the 14th. You’ll want 
to get your tickets early for that one.  

 Above our capable Rich Courmettes handled the 
50/50 drawings and the Bag O’ Bucks for the evening. Our 
winner of the Bag O’ Bucks was Chuck Hall of the Villages 
taking home in excess of $60. Also presenting was club Vice 
president Jimmy Cipollone on the right. 

Above you can see the fabulous, enormous American flag that 
adorns the Show Barn at Paquette’s and the first arrivals at 
the festival just waiting for the action to start. 
 
To the right is just a small portion of the crowd of 90+ patrons 
chowing down on those wonderful Johnsonville Brats along 
with a nice cold Yuengling beer. The crew of two cooks and 
three platers kept the food rolling along with a minimum wait 
time for the partiers. Some even hastened their return to the 
area so that they could attend this Fall season opener.  



The 
50/50 

pot was split 60/40. On the left is  
Howard Holmes of the Villages and a big supporter 
of AACA and its causes. Howard took home $40 for 
his efforts. On the right is Stefanie Nyffeler also 
from the Villages and our singer for the evening  
I might add. Her take was $60 for her  dollar invest-
ment. 
 
Presenting the 50/50 awards was chapter Vice Presi-
dent Jimmy Cipollone. 
 
There were also several door prizes awarded by 
drawing, many donated by our friends at Automotive 

Above is our birthday boy Tom Wade and his 
lovely wife Marian. We worked for a month to 
keep this a big surprise for him. Marian invited 
most of her neighborhood and friends to the party 
and provided us all with birthday cakes of various 
flavors including Tom’s favorite, carrot cake. 
 
On the right is Urs Nyffeler demonstrating the 
haunting, melodic tones of the alphorn. They 
were used to communicate  from peak to peak. 



This is just one more reason KOTR is so 
special, so many folks jump in to make 
it the success that it is. These two pages 
show the versatility of Rich Courmettes 
and his indispensability to our club. 
 
Rich jumps in and sees a job needing to 
be done and gets it done. This club is a 
team effort and Rich is a team player 
and we are all the better for it. 
 
Next time you meet up with Rich thank 
him for a job well done. 



 This annual event is our “Open 
House” to let folks know what we are all 
about. Not only for our members but for 
our friends and neighbors too. Many of 
this evenings attendees had no special 
interest in antique automobiles but 
some of their friends did and that’s why 
they were invited to come and share 
with us. 
 Chances are that we attracted a 
few folks to join our community of fun, 

food and feisty old cars. Not everyone 
that likes old cars can find the time or 
space for one but they sure do like to be 
around them and the people that do 
have one or two or three or more. They 
love to go for rides in them too.  One of 
our friends bought tickets for their good 
friends that happen to own a Morgan 
roadster and she was so thrilled that she 
was going to get to ride home in that 
beauty just as the sun was setting on a 
picturesque Autumn  evening in Florida.  
 My friends, it doesn’t get any bet-
ter than that. That IS the AACA way.  

Rich wasn’t the only one to jump 
in to make the party even better. 
Here is Stefanie Nyffeler in her 
traditional Swiss folk dress. She 
offered to do a stanza of “God 
Bless America” extemporaneously 
and thrilled the audience.  
 
Along side Stefanie was our very 
capable DJ for the evening Al 
Brady. He had no problem in 
making the evening flow like we 
had a plan to it all. 

Below Donna Cipollone on the right 
was to be our head cook for this night 
but when her work had her running 
late Gordon Platt jumped in, took up 
the tongs and deftly handled the grill 
chores. Notice that big smile on his 
face, doing is part of the fun with us. 





Nothing to be 

Afraid of… 
 On the right is 

the evaluation form for 

the DPC class in 

AACA shows. You 

want to participate in 

the upcoming Winter 

Meet in Ocala and do 

not have a “Trailer 

Queen” show car then 

DPC is for you, the 

Driver Participation 

Class. This is all that 

they are looking for. 

No Fear, No Sweat, 

just Drive-N-Show. 



Members of the Leesburg chapter, AACA 

will be serving up the ice cream for the 

upcoming Winter Meet in Ocala on the evening of 

the 24th of February at the NPD collection.  

BE READY TO BE AMAZED 

davidljenkins@icloud.com 





 All of our great cars have a past to 
them. Some of the cars we have we bought 
new so we know its history. Others have 
gone through generations of owners and 
have been through heaven only knows 
how many alterations over the decades. 
This past August KOTR member Howard 
Holmes sold me his beloved 1935 Ford 
convertible sedan. Howard bought the car 
in 1961 from the original owner in Massa-
chusetts. It is that past that I feel you 
might find interesting. 
 While the vast majority of automo-
biles produced in the last 100 years have 
lead lives of quiet servitude to their own-
ers only to be scrapped to countless junk-
yards to be recycled into other products. 
So many of the earlier cars were scrapped 
to provide the raw materials for the war 
effort in the 1940s here and around the 
world. But a certain 1935 Ford convertible 
sedan number 18-1852781 was destined 
for a far more significant family service.  
 1935 was, as we know,  not  a par-
ticularly prosperous year in the American 
economy. The depression years were at 
this point wearing thin and even the “well-
to-do” were becoming self conscience of 
their status in society. Many chose to 
down-size their automotive choices so as 
to not attract attention to themselves and 
try to more blend in with those not so for-
tunate. Such was the case, I believe, for 
this Ford convertible sedan.  You see, the 
original owner was a certain Eben S. 
Draper of Hopedale, Massachusetts. The 
son of the former Governor of the State. A 
state representative and senator in his 
own right as well as a very prominent in-
dustrialist. He could well afforded a much 

higher status car than a Ford such as a 
Rolls Royce or Cadillac. Many folk at that 
time also felt the need to support local 
businesses that supported them and their 
employees and chose to buy from their in-
ventories as well. The Drapers were 
among the very elite of the Boston high so-
ciety as evidenced by their coverage in the 
local media of the day. 
 It seems that Hazel A. Draper, 
Eben’s wife, was among the most influen-
tial women of her day. Not only as a re-
publican spokeswoman for her husband’s 
run for the U.S. Senate she was also an ac-
complished musician and composer hav-
ing  had some of her works played by The 
Boston Symphony Orchestra. Always a 
“player” in the area social circles. 
 It is not certain why she was placed 
in a sanitarium in New York. But she was 
of a mind to leave of her own accord and 
find her way to the docks of NYC where 
she boarded a trans Atlantic liner bound 
for Great Britain. Not as a paying cus-
tomer but as a stow-away living below 
decks. Seems as though she boarded the 
ship as a fruit seller to the passengers but 
then disappeared. Sometimes coming out 
to sleep in deck chairs at night. All the 
while a manhunt was being conducted 
back in New York for her where-a-bouts. 
She was discovered by a staff crew mem-
ber aboard the liner Georgic. A cable was 
sent to her husband assuring him that she 
was indeed on board and in good health. 
 Why the attraction to go to England 
you might ask. In June of 1932 she was 
presented to  King George and Queen 
Mary  in the second session of the royal 

(Continued on page 15) 



court.  She ultimately returned to Boston 
and resumed her civic obligations there. 
The year was 1936. Mrs. Draper contin-
ued her role as socialite through the 40s 
helping the newly formed United Na-
tions by composing a special opus for 
the benefit. 
 At some point the Drapers di-
vorced. Eben passed away in April of 
1959 while Hazel remained until 1973. 

 Since Howard purchased the car in 
March of 1961 he has done a rather ex-
tensive restoration over a period of 
years. Today the car has its original en-
gine back in place and running like a 
top. The electrical system has been up-
graded to 12v to accommodate an alter-
nator with halogen head and taillights as 
well as turn signals, ready for touring. 
Look for it at our activities this Fall. 
 

(Continued from page 14) 

There is a scrapbook that Howard provided with the 
car and it is just full of these interesting facts that 
have been related to you in this story. Notice the ser-
vice  bill to the right from Mr. M.H. Bishop, 35 hours 
work $78.75 and $4.15 in materials. WOW! Also in-
cluded with the purchase are a myriad of Ford pam-
phlets and an original show room brochure. The file 
that often goes along with a sale like this makes all 
the difference in the world. To me this is as important 
as any of the other cars in the collection. 
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