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 Just what is it about these old cars that we like so 
much? Is it the engineering, the style or the simplicity? For 
each of us it is something a little bit different. For me it is a 
look back at a different time. Simpler in many ways than  
today but I suppose just as complex in day to day  
experiences of living. 
 Back in the day, the early 20th Century, there was a 
movement called “Arts and Crafts.” It’s emphasis was on 
Home, Hearts and Hands. The home was the center of the 
family unit. The heart was living with a heart for our world. 
The Hand was taking pleasure in working with our hands 
and creating items with intrinsic quality. 
 The home shown here was in the Sears Catalog and 
was available as a kit for the amazing price of $1,273. This 
“modern home no.127 was in the 1913 Sears catalog. At this 
time the average wage was $0.20/hr. Ford was paying 
$0.26/hr. The Model T Ford sold for $550.00 and it was in 
December that Ford introduced the moving assembly line a 
move that was to change automobile production for ever. In 
1913 the first transcontinental phone line was under 
construction. 
 The base price of a Cadillac in 1913 was $1975, Buicks 
sold for $1,050. With hundreds of manufacturers of autos 
the world of transportation was changing rapidly. People 
were being connected much like today, in ways that could 
not have been imagined only a few years prior.  
 This reflection back on times that once were was  
initiated by my latest project, a 1910 Velie “Baby Tonneau.”  
My how times have changed, many things that we take for 
granted today were only dreamed of back at the dawning of 
the last century. 

 In this issue of KOTR PINS you can follow along the 
path as this 1910 Velie makes a return to the highway after 
so many years in hibernation. This issue also has a story  
relayed by our own Frank O’Donnell. A story from the same 
era as the Velie. In fact the story car has a strange  
resemblance to the Velie, but of course it is about what else, 
an Oldsmobile. 
 The way we were produced the roots for what we are 
today. Stronger and hopefully wiser for the intervening 110 
years of experience. We can no longer buy a house kit for 
$1273, you can hardly buy a carburetor for today’s cars for 
that kind of money. But we can be industrious with our time 
and our talents. We can live from our hearts as we interact 
with others and we can make our homes the refuge we need 
in these trying times. Let’s keep up the promise of getting 
together once again so that we can share ourselves out on 
the road for some ice cream.  



 Each March, the nearby 
community of Pennbrooke Fair-
ways on SR 44 holds a car show 
for their members and friends. 
That’s where KOTR fits in. Sev-
eral of our members reside in 
Pennbrooke and extended the 
invitation to us. This year we 
were able to draw nine members 
from The Villages area, that 
along with three members 
within Pennbrooke made a nice 
showing for KOTR. In all there 
were nearly 50 cars in atten-
dance on March 14th. 

 There is nothing like a nice sunny day, warm breezes and 
old cars to make a great car show. From the left we have the 
KOTR banner aflutter in the breeze next to Jim and Pat Rentz’s 
1935 Ford convertible sedan. Pat Rentz and Jim Murray plot a 
trip to Pennbrooke Grill for lunch. Jim Murray’s 1936 Ford phae-
ton. Below from the left is Steve Tunney with his 1964 Avanti, 

Dennis Doucette 
from Wildwood 
drove his 1938 
Chevy coupe and 
Ed Jouret from 
Pennbrooke 
brought his 1969 
Chevy. Not pictured 
was Bob Dursts 
custom built 1930 
Ford Speedster and 
Tom Schwietzer’s 
1935 Chevyrolet 
pick-uo thruck. 



 March 21st found nine members of KOTR where else but 
on an ice cream run. We did practice acceptable virus  practices, 
group of less than ten and we brought our own chairs to keep a 
modicum of “social distancing” as we enjoyed the very fine ice 
cream at Sunset Delights in Summerfield. The weather was spot 
on and so was the company. Everyone eager to get out of the 
house. Nothing fancy about Sunset Delights, a quaint rural  
setting  among the trees with good friends. That’s how we like 
it. One last shot before the tidal wave of closures.  
  
The KOTR banner aflutter in the evening breeze, sitting in a nice “chat circle” 
made for a Beautiful Evening.—Pat Rentz and Tom and Carol Schwietzer enjoying 
their treats.—Setting up our “Chat Circle” so everyone was comfortable. 
  



  How many times have you been watching the local news 
and a story comes on about a person celebrating their hundredth 
birthday?  Seems like it happens all the time; but it’s really not 
that common.  Statistics show less than 2% of the population sur-
vive to become centenarians.  That’s 1 in 6,000 if you’re figuring 
your odds. 
  This is a special year for Randy Smith, a Navy vet and for-
mer Oldsmobile salesman from Charlottesville, Virginia. Randy 
isn’t turning 100 this year, but his Oldsmobile is turning 103. It’s a 
1917 Oldsmobile racecar, purportedly specially equipped by racer 
Eddie Rickenbacker to run in the 1917 Indianapolis 500.  Ricken-
backer had already established himself as a talented race car 
driver competing four times in the 500 before WWI earning him 
the nickname “Fast Eddie”. 
  I first saw Randy’s Sportster when we were members of the 
Piedmont Region of the AACA.  Our mutual interest in Oldsmo-
biles lead me to his garage to see his “old” Olds.  I had no idea 
what a “Sportster” was.  What he showed me was a massive “door-
less” open air car, with large wooden wheels, and a high platform 
that had been purpose-built for racing.   
  The story goes that in 1916, Rickenbacker ordered a 1912 
Oldsmobile Autocrat chassis, along with a V-8 engine from the 
current production of 45A models to be shipped to him by rail 
from Lansing to his garage in Miami. The older chassis selection 
was made because the Olds Company had started downsizing their 
newer production models.  Rickenbacker’s plan was to pair the 
earlier chassis with the more modern powerful V-8 engine for use 
in the upcoming 1917 Inianapolis 500.  He had led the first nine 
laps of the shortened 1916 race and was determined to return to 
the track the following year with a better car.  
  The story continues that Eddie raced the car and did test  

 
 
 
runs on the beaches around Miami, a fact confirmed by the 
amount of sand Randy removed from crevices in the undercar-
riage when he first detailed it. Oldsmobile estimated the top speed 
of the 1912 Autocrat’s 4-cylinder engine to be around 80 mph.  
With the installation of an 8-cylinder from the 1916 model 45a, 
the car could have achieved speeds of up to 100 mph, making it a 
top contender for the upcoming Memorial Day race.  
  But as often happens, history got in the way.  Eddie never 
got to race the car; the United States declared war on Germany 
and racing was put on hold.  He enlisted in the Army and was al-
ready stationed in France by June of 1917.  By the end of WWI, 
Rickenbacker had proved to be an exceptional fighter pilot.  He 
rose to command the 94th Aero Squadron and earned the title of 
“America’s Flying Ace” with 26 confirmed victories. 
  “Fast” Eddie never raced professionally again and the car 
was acquired by a man named C. E. Sebastian who kept the car in 
Miami. In 1963, he placed a for sale ad in Antique Automobile, the 
monthly publication of the Antique Automobile Club of America 
offering the car for sale at $2750. There, it was seen by Russell 
“Pie” Mooney, the owner of the local Oldsmobile dealership in 
Charlottesville, VA.  Mr. Mooney purchased the racer from Mr. 
Sebastian and had the car shipped to Virginia.  
  Mr. Mooney sold his Oldsmobile dealership to local busi-
nessman, Bill Edwards in 1965 but retained the deed to the build-
ing and the property. Mooney kept the Sportster in the basement 
of the dealership where service work was done, in a specially  

(Continued on page 7) 



enclosed stall. There was only one key to the padlock and Mooney 
had it.  
  While Mooney owned the car, he would have his mechanic 
put a full, one gallon gas can under the hood, remove the gas line 
from the gas tank, switch it to the vacuum tank, and replace it 
with a hose to the gas can. The vacuum would suck the gas into the 
carburetor can leaving the fuel system and tank clean and dry. 
There would be just enough gas in the car for Mooney to drive the 
Speedster through the nearby University of Virginia campus on 
Sunday and back to his concealed storage room, at the Oldsmobile 
Dealership.  
  Randy Smith came straight out of the Navy to work as a 
salesman for Bill Edwards Oldsmobile in 1975 and quickly made a 
name for  himself.  That is when he first met “Pie” Mooney.  When 
sales were slow, Randy and Mr. Mooney would sit and talk, 
Mooney always calling Randy “Boy.”  It turned out that both men 
were originally from West Virginia and they sort of hit it off.  One 
day Randy mentioned that there was a rumor around the  
dealership that Mooney had an old Oldsmobile locked away from 
view somewhere in the building and that only he had access to it.  
“Yea Boy" that’s right, Moody said.  Randy continued with, “Can I 
see the car Mr. Mooney? “NO!” was the reply and he got up and 
walked off.  
  A few days later another salesman told Randy that Mr. 
Mooney was looking for him.  Randy walked up to him and he 
said, “Come with me, Boy.”  Randy followed him to the basement, 
back to a dimly lit area in a corner where a plywood wall had been 
erected, with a very large door. Mooney unlocked the pad lock, 
Randy helped him swing back the large wooden door, and there 
sat the 1917 Sportster.  Randy exclaimed, “Oh My God!” and 
reached out to touch the front fender.  At that moment, a loud 
voice rang out, “Don’t you touch that Boy!” and he didn’t.  But be-
fore the large wooden door closed, Randy told him that if the car 
was ever for sale, he would be proud to own it. Mooney just 
smiled.  Russell “Pie” Mooney would pass away three years later 
and it would be two decades before Randy would actually get to 
see the car again, touch it and even sit on one of the seats. 
  Finally in 1997, after being in storage for almost 20 years 
since Mr. Mooney’s death, Mooney’s son decided to sell the car 
and contacted Randy. They went to that same stall in the dealer-

ship basement, removed the padlock, opened the door and there, 
under a thick coating of dust sat Eddie Rickenbacker’s 1917 spe-
cial-built Oldsmobile racer in all its glory.  Randy bought the car 
that week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 Nowadays, Randy trailers the car to shows around the re-
gion and has put about 400 miles on the odometer since buying it.  
He drives the car less and less as he gets older and is now looking 
for the right person to take it to the next level for its next hundred 
years.  Who knows, maybe someday we will see this beautiful, one-
of-a-kind Oldsmobile on the lawn at Pebble Beach or better still, 
flying around the brickyard where it was supposed to race 103 
years ago.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Note; This article first appeared in “Journey With Olds” April 2020 issue. 
Frank O’Donnell writes for the Oldsmobile Club of America as well as King Of The 
Road chapter of AACA. 
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     Do you enjoy touring in your antique automobile? 
If so, I understand why.   
    My wife Marion and I have participated in our re-
gion’s annual Square Car Tour, our region’s annual 
weekend tours, and the Old Dominion Meet Asso-
ciation Region’s annual weekend Fall Tour, but had 
never participated in an AACA national tour until 
we participated as “hoppers” (mooching rides in 
other people’s cars) in last year’s Vintage Tour in 
Kingston, Ontario, Canada. Friends told us we 
needed to try a national tour but warned us that 
once we did, we would become addicted to touring. 
After enjoying the 2019 Vintage Tour (hosted by Joe 
& Lynne Konarowski, who received an AACA Na-
tional Award—the Augustus Post Memorial Plaque—
for doing so), I know what they meant and agree.   
    Don’t get me wrong—I still love our club’s Nation-
als (formerly called “Meets”)—but tours are differ-
ent. Tours provide more time for fun. Every day you 
drive new roads, see and enjoy new sights and ac-
tivities, and have considerably more time to talk 
with friends old and new during the tour, at its 
stops, and at the end of the day. On a tour, you have 
3-5 days (plus the arrival day before the tour) of re-
laxation and fun instead of only the 1-2 jam-packed 
days of a Nationals. Is one better than the other? 
No—each is fun, and many AACA members partici-

pate in both—but they’re definitely different experi-
ences. 
    There is one big difference in AACA Nationals and 
National Tours: we have considerably more diffi-
culty in attracting member regions/chapters to host 
a national tour than we do to host a national show. 
For example, we have 9 Nationals locked in for our 
2021 national activities calendar (a full calendar, but 
there’s always room for one more show if your re-
gion/chapter would like to host one), but we only 
have a host region/chapter for 1 of our 5 tours in 
2021. (Thank you to the King of the Road Chapter in 
Florida, which is hosting the 2021 AACA Southeast-
ern Divisional Tour!) We are still looking for re-
gions/chapters to step forward to host the 2021 Re-
vival AAA Glidden Tour®, AACA Founders Tour, 
AACA Vintage Tour, and AACA Western Divisional 
Tour (and to host these and other tours in 2022-
2025). 
    If you enjoy touring, please share that enjoyment 
with your fellow AACA members by having your re-
gion/chapter step forward to host a national tour. E-
mail me at mmmcalpine13@outlook.com if you have 
questions, need more information, or just want to 
talk about old cars. Thank you very much! I look for-
ward to hearing from you and to seeing you at an 
AACA national show or tour this year. 

















 In this issue of  KOTR PINS we are beginning a series 
on the restoration of a 1910 Velie “Toy Tonneau.” Fellow 
member Leif Drexler is also involved with this project. In 
fact his portion of the project was completed before the rest 
of the car was handed over to me, Jim Rentz. This first in-
stallment is Leif’s story of the upholstery and the fitting of 
the  top. Subsequent installments will deal with my efforts 
to bring this once regal car back to life.  
  
  
 I was glad to be challenged one more time with the 
softer side of the restoration of an early automobile.  The 
labor intensive job of upholstery and topping is left to, as 
known in the trade as, the TRIMMER.   
  The Velie original trim was all intact and photo-
graphed way back before being removed in earlier attempts 
at restoration.  The body was removed from the chassis and 
shipped to my home garage on a custom designed and fab-
ricated body dolly which was built by the car's owner.  The 
dolly was made ad-
justable in height 
for my comfort; 
high for installing 
the upholstery and 
low to allow for the 
tall top in my ga-
rage with an eight 
foot ceiling.  
 From my 
years of research I 

ordered custom made, 
high gloss, pebble 
grain        embossed, 
top grain leather, as 
was originally used 
back in 1910. Leather 
is supplied in full hides which requires selective cutting to 
avoid legs and belly leather. The photographs were most 
important in lay out of the diamond pleated style of the up-

holstery that was 
common until 1914. 
Buttons are actually 
required to struc-
turally support the 
loose animal hair 
padding from fal-
ling out of place. 
Loose hair padding 
is labor intensive to 
hand regulate into 
the diamond pleats 
to give consistent 

firm, resilient seating support. The cushions are  
removable to allow access to the gas tank and storage of 
side curtains.  
  Luckily the original top was removed from the bows 
and saved to help me fashion a new top from black topping 
with tan inside, as original.  
 The original brass fasteners were buffed to remove 
corrosion and clear coated with a clear finish to eliminate  

leif Drexler 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the need for constant polishing against the topping.  
 Originally Velie ordered their tops from a top 
manufacturing supplier whose name tag was nailed to the 
front top bow. The rear curtain's center section was made 
to roll up and secured by two fancy leather straps to allow 
for better visibility and ventilation.  
 You can see more trim projects I have completed 
during my career on the web at —leifdrexler.com 

A  Little Bit Of Velie Background 
      From the Standard Catalog of American Cars—Beverly Rae Kimes 
       
 Many of you have never heard of the Velie automobile 
and with good reason, the ceased operations in 1928. The Velie 
Carriage Co. was incorporated in 1902, a time when the automobile 
was considered to be merely a “contraption.” Velie was based in ru-
ral Moline, Illinois. It wasn’t until 1908 that Willard Lamb Velie 
started into automobile manufacturing. Here is the interesting fact, 
Willard’s mother, Emma, was none other than the daughter of one 
John Deere whose company was spectacularly successful in the 
plow business. The financial backing for Velie Motor Company 
which was incorporated July 2, 1908. The Velie “30” was introduced 
in the motor shows by the end of the year. It was a four cylinder 
engine rated at 30 horse power and was built with the integrity of 
the now famous Deere plows. 500 cars were sold that first year 
alone. In 1910, the year of our subject car, Velie used another make 
of engine, Lycoming, and the power was increased to 40 hp. 
 With the Deere family association the early Velies were in-
cluded the John Deere Plow Company catalogs and were marketed 
through their dealers. 
 1911 had a Velie in the Indianapoli 500 where it placed a re-
spectable 17th out of a 40 car field. 
 Production rose to 2,000 to 3,000 cars per year by 1915 and 
Velie prospered during the war years with government contracts. 
It might be interesting to note that a small town north of Shreve-
port, LA had a particularly active group of satisfied Velie owners 
and was granted postal privileges, thus the town of Velie, Louisiana 
was born. 
 Following the war Velie bested Marmon, Essex, Paige,  
Packard and Chevrolet in the annual race up Pike’s Peak. by 1920 
Velie was producing in excess of 7,000 vehicles per year. 
 1924 saw Will Velie fall ill and Edwin McEwan was hired as 
his replacement until his firing in 1927 as Will had recovered and 
placed his son Will Jr. as V.P. 
 Will Velie Sr. passed away on October 24, 1928 and but five 
months later, March 20 1929 Will Jr. passed away and the Velie 
Motor Company ceased to exist with out the Velies in charge. 




