


e  have  been talking and planning on this for over one 
year now, the AACA Southeastern Divisional Tour, and 

we are still here. A bit tired I might say, but it was well 
worth all the effort. The challenges we had along the way 

are now but a memory.  As a group we withstood all that 
was thrown our way. The expectations of putting on a  
national tour  that would be fun for all participants. The 
Covid pandemic, would we, should we, could we? YES! YES! 
YES! We did it all. 
 I personally want to thank each person that made this 
tour a success. A key to successful tours is the registration 
team headed by Larry Galyean and Donna McCullen,  
keeping of all those fine folks and their wants and needs is a 
daunting task. Well done! When touring you need places 
to tour to and to make those journeys both enjoyable  
and easy to follow. This major task was claimed by 

none other than our very capable “tour meister” Rich 
Courmettes. Each of the 22 legs, 227 turns and the mileage 
for each segment had to be documented and printed, 3200 
pages in total. Wow, what a great job done to perfection. 
 Then we had to house these 96 people in a style that 
is befitting them. That task was handled by Ellen Harcourt, 
a supreme organizer. Every detail of the three days at the 
Mission Inn had to be scrutinized and confirmed again and 
again to be certain that no one would be disappointed. With 
three group activities, a welcoming desert party soirée  on 
Monday evening, pizza party Wednesday evening and the 
farewell banquet on Thursday. Tons of things to go wrong 
and none of it happened. Smooth as silk it was. 

 The rest of the cast and crew will be credited later 
in this issue. We made it through with flying colors!             
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       Gordon and Frank with Judy’s Triumph on  
     the lift prepping the chassis for it’s close-ups 
     wiping off the oil and getting the gravel out of 
     tire treads. Got to be just right  by Frank’s 
      standards. Below, Frank takes one last swipe 
      at those pesky oil drops so common on those 
      British cars. It pays off in the end. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 At this point in our lives we know 
all to well that life changing events do 
happen suddenly and without warning. 
This past February we, the KOTR family, 
lost a very dear member, Neil Curtis.  Neil 
and Judy drove a 1969 Triumph TR 6. This 
was Neil’s car, Judy and their dog “Louis” 
loved to ride in that car on outings. 
However, after Neil’s passing, Judy could no 
longer enjoy the car. She could not drive  a 
stick shift car. Now, had it been her 
1965 Ford Mustang , from long ago, this 
would be a different  story  that  we  are  telling. 
 Judy asked if I could help her to sell 
the Triumph and get her daily driver back in 
the garage. She knew nothing about Neil’s 
car other than it was fun at the time but now 
was in the way. 
 I conferred with two of our fellow club 
members; Frank O’Donnell and Gordon 
Platt to see what their thoughts might be 
as to how best market the Triumph. 
 The web site “bringatrailer.com” 
was brought up and decided upon as 
the seller of choice. One of the benefits 
of this site is it’s world wide audience. 
 To get a car listed it must first 
have appeal, we had plenty of that in a 
TR6, Next we needed to provide them 
with photographs, lots and lots of  
photographs, ninety to be exact. Above, 

below, head on, rear on, side ways-left 
and right with particular attention to all 
the flaws as well. You have to be honest. 
We took the car to Frank’s home, he has 
a lift there, to get the pictures from  
below. Everywhere! After a few hours of 
shooting we thought we had enough 
only to find out they wanted more. With 
the car now in storage at my facility in 
Leesburg I again shot more pictures to 
their request and added them to the 
others.  
 It was not long, a few weeks, and 
the 7 day auction was to begin. At first 
the bidding was low and slow until the 
fourth and fifth day when the bidders 
got serious. There were two or three in 
and out then on the last day with time 
running out and the bids coming every 
few seconds and then it paused to see 
who could get the last and final bid. Out 
of the blue a fourth bidder came in and 
put it away with his bid and met the  
reserve. 
 The little 1969 Triumph TR6 is 
now on it’s way to a new home in 
Greece of all places. How’s that for a 
world wide audience. 
 Now that’s a good reason to  
belong to AACA, friends helping friends. 



     The 2021 SHOWDOWN at 

    PENNBROOKE was another 

    one of those perfect days for 

   a car show, good friends, hot 

  cars and good times. KOTR 

  made a great showing with 16 

 fine examples on the field. 

 Friends helping friends to have 

 a good time. That’s what we 

Do in KOTRAACA.           

What’s 

this wise 

guy doin’? 

The annual Pennbrooke car show is always 

a great activity, not too big and not too 

small, just four hours, just right. Add 

some good food to the measure, what’s not 

to like? 

Jim Murray’s fabulous “DeeDee,” a 1936 Ford 

Phaeton being shown for the final time as a 

KOTR car. She is off to Hershey, PA and the  

new AACA office complex there. 

Gordon Platt loves to 

talk about his neat  

1972 Oldsmobile 442 . 

It’s a beauty alright 

in Flame Orange. 



ach March KOTR        

likes to travel to our 

favorite Irish Pub, 

Okeefe’s in nearby 

Tavares for a little celebration of the “Wearin’ O’ The 

Green.” This past March 15th 16 members and friends 

took the scenic drive from The Villages down through 

Yalaha and up route 19, across the new Lake Harris 

bridge and into Tavares for this annual sojourn. 

 Wanting to make certain that all felt safe with 

the current restrictions we opted for outside dinning. It 

was a gorgeous evening as the soft breezes wafted in 

from Lake Harris just across the street. An ideal venue 

for some good food with great friends and the talk of 

the day.  

 What is AACA if not a beautiful drive to dinner? 

Top left we have Chuck Johnson and Trish Miller ordering their favorite adult beverage with good friends Jimmy and Geri Cipollone. Below left 

Al Forster and the O’Donnell’s, Dee and Frank try to make up their minds on what to have to drink. Top right Pat Rentz poses in her Irish  

finery for the “Wearin’ O The Green in honor of St. Patrick’s Day. 



                                       After nearly                           

                 one   year of planning and hoping, 

the day arrives, Monday, April 19th and it is 

gray and getting grayer by the hour. This is 

“check-in” day! The day when our friends  

arrive at their destination in “Sunny Florida.” 

Some had checked in on Sunday to get a 

jump on the crowd, it was sunny on Sunday. 

 Monday started out dry but quickly 

clouded up and by noon it was raining, folks 

were checking in and the trailers arriving 

steadily all afternoon.  

  

 We had eleven trailer units 
arrive for the “Chain of Lakes 
Tour.” Some carrying very old 
cars, a 1915 Oldsmobile roadster 
and one not so old 1991 Chevy 
Geo, a 50th birthday present for 
his wife in 1991. 
 There was even one with 
tags from Maine. 



By eventide the clouds broke, if only for a 
short while before the opening “dessert social.” This gave us hope that 

Tuesday would find the sun shinning on us once more. But for the evening all was well 
inside the Mission Inn Resort where cookies and cakes and brownies were eaten 

with great gusto as the tour experience had officially begun. Guests were treated to an  
evening of making new friends and renewing old acquaintances once again. 

Touring is a way of life for many in AACA. Host Rich Courmettes and hostess Ellen 
Harcourt made all feel welcome and Rich held a little “drivers meeting” to explain 

the many nuances of the daily tours.  Two interchanging tours each day to add 
a little twist to the typical format for touring. A combination of road rallye along  

with interesting venues of interest to old car folk and open lunch hours. 

Pat Rentz stood guard at the door to check IDs and take tickets as there was another big  
wedding being held outside next door our facility at the Mission Inn. Couldn’t have them  
sneaking for a bite of our goodies now could we? 
 
Rich and Ellen getting the party line going at 7 o’clock, notice all the cookies and cakes and  
brownies. At 8 o’clock they were pretty much gone. 
 
One way to quiet down a crowd is to fill them with food, then while in a sugar buzz you get  
down to business and explain just how it all is going to happen in the next few days. The 
anticipation of a new adventure makes for a more exciting experience. KOTR’s motto has 
always been to deliver more than is expected. 



 With hopes soaring Monday evening as the 
sun had finally broken through it was hoped that it 
would continue through the rest of the tour days. 
Such was not the case as Tuesday morning had the 
rains coming in early and lasting all day. This was 
to be a trifecta day with three activities scheduled. 
8:00 am we were to get a group picture for all to be 
a part of but the drone couldn’t fly in the bad 
weather and it wasn’t getting any better anytime 
soon. Everyone then broke into their assigned  
morning tour and were gone by 8:30 Some went 40 
some miles to Dade City to the Tommy Small  
collection (not small) and some went to the Howey 
Mansion just around the corner. All met up in 
Dade City for lunch on their own and swapped  
venues for the afternoon sessions. 

Waiting and waiting to see if the rain will let up enough to get an aerial, group 
photo Tuesday morning. Alas, to no avail it just keeps getting worse. There 
are still two more days on tour. We’ll try again later. 

About half of our “tourists” headed off for the Howey mansion in 
Howey-In-The-Hills just a mile from the Mission Inn. 

The other half of the eager “tourists” headed west to Dade 
City and the Tommy Small (not so  small) collection. 



 Our tourist friends that chose to tour 
the Howey Mansion had but a five minute 
drive to the 15 acre site where the mansion 
is located. By 1922 Mr. Howey had acquired 
nearly 60,000 acres in Lake County and 
founded the community that bears his 
name, Howey-In-The-Hills. The mansion 
was built in the period from 1925 to 1927. 
 The house was designed by architect 
Katherine Cotheal Budd, one of the first 
women to be certified as such. It is of the 
Mediterranean  Revival style and may very 
well be the sole remaining example of her 
work. 

Beautiful cars all lined up on the circular drive in front of the home that William J. Howey 
finished in 1927. 

All mansion photos were taken by Annette and Ted Stratton 



 

 What do you like? Old cars? Gottem. 

Old advertising signs? Got scads of those. 

Old motorcycles? A passel of them too. 

Juke boxes? Yep, they’re in there. 

I’ve got it, how about ice cream? 

Are you kidding, an entire parlor! 

Bicycles? Easy peasy, entire set. 

Any gas pumps? Need you ask, of course. 

I bet he doesn’t have any perfume  

    bottles. No, no he doesn’t! 

But his wife Sandy does, 700 of them. 

Pedal cars? Sure thing, you betcha. 

 

 You would have a hard time thinking 

of something that Tommy and Sandy don’t 

collect. They live and love it all. They are 

very generous with their time to show 

their collections to 

friends in AACA. 

Marcia Trusty from Louisville, KY remembers riding Roy 
Roger’s horse Trigger when she was a young girl. This is a  
beautifully restored example. 
 
To the right Donna McCullen and Sharon Brock try to fit in the 
phone booth together. It just doesn’t seem to be as big as it 
was to back in the day. Can’t get as many girls inside anymore.  
Anyway, just more to love. 



 Even though Tuesday was less than desirable 

as the weather goes, the 40 mile trip to the Small 

home was worth the drive in the rain. 

 I have been to Tommy and Sandy’s collection 

many times over the years and have never been 

disappointed. They are the most gracious of hosts. 

 
Top left, in the GULF jacket, Tommy shows his 
pocket watch collection to Dan Gernatt and below 
Sandy Small proudly shows part of her perfume 
bottle collection to Roseann Gernatt. All smiles! 



 No, Marlon Brando was not 
on the set but a lot of our friends 
were. The site was Wooten Park in 
Tavares. This is where the Dora 
Canal cruise originated.  
 Those beautiful old cars  hit 
the scene around 8:30 for the first 
sailing at 9:00. KOTR provided a 
cadre of volunteers to help them 
get parked in an orderly fashion so 
as to avoid  confusion, there were 
four sailings on Wednesday. The 
first cars in had to leave to make 
room for the later sailing arrivals. 
Kudos to Rich Courmettes for his 
leadership on this activity. Every 
thing went seamlessly, just like he 
planned it to be. 
 The first two sailings departed 
On schedule and lasted a little over 
an hour, cruising down the Dora 
Canal, “the most beautiful mile of 
water in the world,” into Lake 
Eustis and then return up the 
canal to Lake Dora and the 
Tavares port. Tavares is also 
known as the Seaplane capital of 
America, so there were plenty of 
them to see as well. All sailings 
were completed  in time for lunch 
either in the fine restaurants there 
or in nearby Mount Dora, just  a 
ten minute drive away. 
 The rest of the day was free 
touring, either to Mount Dora or 
the optional tour to Wekiwa 
Springs State Park in Apopka. 
Some of the folks did in fact take 
that beautiful drive through the 
Florida countryside. 

You can’t very well have a “Chain Of Lakes Tour” if you don’t visit one or two of 
those lakes at least once. Wednesday, in contrast to Tuesday, was delightful. A 
perfect day to hit the “waterfront.” Top left, Rich Courmettes gets the first cruisers 
ready for departure. Bottom left the first sailing of the morning, everyone seated 
and ready to go. Bon Voyage! Top right the cruise boat sails down the canal near 
Lake Eustis.  Bottom right Larry and Sharon Brock with Donna and Don McCullen. 



 One big concern we had during the whole 
year of planning for this party was traffic control. 
What to do with that many cars (46) at one time? 
 We had to develop a PLAN. We thought 
long and hard about the process, the drivers and 
of course safety. We needed lots of volunteers to 
get folks parked in an orderly fashion so as to  
expedite departure as well. We wanted everyone 
to have a pleasant experience with us. 
 First we had to consider those folks with 
trailers. We did not want them in the hotel lobby 
area, too tight and chopped up parking lots. We 
secured an excellent, drive through, trailer area 
just west of the office area at the Mission Inn. 
Backing up a trailer rig is not the forté of most 
people, so we eliminated that scenario for them. 
 At the various venues during the week we 
worked with the owners and city officials to get 
permission when needed for our “gang” to be  
accommodated as best possible. After the one 
hour drive to Dade City and Tommy Small we 
even added a porto-potty to the scene for their 
convenience. Many were very thankful! 
 We only had one instance when we had to 
find some one to move their car to allow for an 
early exit of one car.   
 Then there was the group photo caper. 
Ever try herding kittens? The first attempt was 
on rainy Tuesday morning, a minor hiccup in our 
plan. Wait ‘til you see the final attempt later in 
this issue. 
 It was great working with everyone on this 
project especially our new friends in AACA.  

As you can see in these pictures above 
we parked a lot of cars many times over 
that three day period. Most everyone was 
compliant with our requests to straighten-
up and move over a wee bit. Some just 
said screw it and parked where they 
willed. No arguments here, simply worked 
around the situation.  Whenever you get 

a gathering of cars like this we always get 
the local gawkers stopping by to see 
what’s doin’. 
 Our team of myself, Gordon Platt, 
Frank O’Donnell, Don Martin, Don McCullen, 
Urs and Stefanie Nyffeler, Leif Drexler, Dave 
Jenkins, Bob Gey and Ron Billo did a 
great job of getting the job done and  
making it look easy. Thank you all and if I 
missed someone, my apologies to you. 



What can you say when you have got your 

mouth full of PIZZA? Yes, we had a great 

Pizza Party by the pool on a beautiful spring 

evening in Florida. What more needs to be 

said. If only we could add an “aroma 

app.” to this story. 



Wednesday morning had everyone up 
and about for breakfast then off to the 
Gypsy Gold Horse Farm in Ocala. Some 
did choose to skip Gypsy Gold and visit 
the NPD collection form of horse power. 
 
Those that chose Gypsy Gold had the 
opportunity to see a very rare breed  of 
equestrian and the foremost breeder of 

them in the world. The Gypsy Vanner is 
a very powerful work horse yet very  
elegant and showy. 
 Participants at the farm heard 
the amazing story behind the breed and 
how they came to be in Ocala. Ocala is 
one of the leading horse breeding areas 
of the country. Following the lecture/
discussion period everyone was taken 

to the paddock area to see the horses 
first hand and touch them and get a 
sense of how spectacular they truly are. 
 Gypsy Gold is a working care  
facility for these animals and boards 
them for owners who happen to winter 
in the area. And you think old cars  
expensive to maintain. Try wintering a 
horse in Florida for four months.  

Check out this beauty getting her 
weekly bath. She is five years old 
and still a “baby” according to the  
groomer. What is that below her 
nose? A natural moustache! long 
and curled up at the ends, could 
have called her “Hercule.” 

Dennis Thompson, owner of Gypsy Gold relates the story of these 
horses to our group of tourists. 
 
Marcia Trusty from Louisville, Kentucky reaches in to touch a new 
born colt, just a few weeks old. 
 
Above AACA is seen everywhere. our people are proud to be a 
part of the largest antique automobile club in the world. 
 
Top right, not all creatures at Gypsy Gold are equestrian, they also 
have a wonderful collection of exotic birds belonging to Dennis’ 
wife. 
 



 

 Our tour friends finally 
had the opportunity to take in 
the fabulous NPD collection of 
cars and other collectables. 
With over 230 cars in the  
collection there was plenty to 
see and talk about. Jim and 
Rick Schmidt have amassed a 
stellar display ranging from 
the very early years of the 
auto industry to the very latest. 
 Much of the collection 
centers around “milestone” 
cars of significance. There are 
now trucks in the menagerie 
as well. Rick is now in charge 
of the acquisitions and his 
tastes prevail in the expansion 
efforts. 

 All cars are in pristine 
condition and maintained in 
operating order. A major 
undertaking for Larry Galyean 
and his crew. Think of all 
those batteries and radiators 
and such. A full time job indeed. 

With so much to see, car after car, dazzling under 
the lights. It all seems a blur now in 
retrospect. What did we just witness? I know Rick 
explained this all to us but it’s now blurring in my 
memory. But then again what isn’t ? 



Dear Friends, 
  Our time together for this journey was but for three 
days, yet I feel that we got to know each other just a little 
bit in the camaraderie of old cars and good food. Drive a 
little, see a lot and have a good time doing so. We, the 
team sought to offer you, our new friends, a wholesome 
experience that will last a lifetime. 
 This was our first and perhaps our last effort at 
hosting a national tour. It is our hope that you enjoyed it 
too. There is something to be said for serving others, that 
together we can enhance each other’s lives and make them 
more meaningful. 
 This, our farewell banquet, brought us together for 
one last opportunity to chat and dine and reminisce once 
again. 
 Keep on Touring, that’s what it is all about. 



Here we were, Thursday morning, 8:00 am, the sun shinning with a cool breeze. 
Finally we got our group shot before heading out on the road to Gypsy Gold or 

the NPD collection or maybe the Appleton Museum in Ocala. 



The Cast and crew that made this tour possible 
 

Jim Rentz                                                                        tour chairman 

Larry galyean /  Donna McCullen                      registration chairpersons 

Rich courmettes                                                    routes and venues 

ellen Harcourt                                                              hotel and banquet coordinator 

don  mccullen                                                                  NPD venue coordinator 

don martin                                                                        npd usher coordinator 

Al forster                                                                         Gypsy gold/ Appleton coordinator 

Gordon platt             route verification 

frank o”donnell             parking coordinator 

 

working volunteers 

 

the following people freely gave of their time to help make this tour run as smooth as silk; 
  
  
             
 

 
 
 
 
 

We want to take this opportunity to thank those people that volunteered their collection for our 
friends to visit; Jim and Rick Schmidt for their NPD collection  and Tommy and Sandy Small. 

 
Kudos also to J.C. Taylor for their continued support of the tour with “goodie bags” and inserts. 

 
The full roster of participants and their cars is available on our website for download. 

 
kotraaca.org/2021tour 

Ron Billo 
Dennis Doucette 
Leif Drexler 
Bruce Earlin 
Dick Howells 
Rosie Howells 

Dave Jenkins 
Jesse Kelley 
Scott Mello 
Frank Montgomery  
Ramona Montgomery 
Dee O’Donnell 

Pat Rentz 
Annette Stratton 
Ted Stratton 
Mary Womer 




