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 Here we are, nine months into this pandemic event 
with little to show for our efforts, KOTR has managed to 
put together an  activity each and every month keeping in 
mind our current limitations as to “social distancing.”  
 It is our plan to keep “Forging Ahead” as we have 
been doing so far this year and have a little fun in the 
process. Many of our members feel uncertain in these  
trying times and that is OK too. Who knows better than 
your self what your response should be to any given  
situation. It is my sincere hope that we all will prosper and 
come out of this that much better and stronger. 
 With that thought in mind we are indeed proceeding 
with plans for next years “AACA Southeastern Regional 
Tour.” Whether that be a full contingent of 150 or so 
AACA members from around the country or a diminished 
attendance we right now are going to make this an event 
to remember. It CAN BE DONE and safely too. We just 
need to think outside of the box. What has been done in 
the past may no longer be advisable, this will push us into 

new ways and approaches to achieve the desired result 
that we seek. KOTR is known for it’s different approach to 
operating. Together with our friends we will make a  
difference and show the way for others.  
 Ahead of us we have a busy Fall schedule that 
should keep us connected with our friends and having fun 
with our great cars. Please look at the “Coming Attractions” 
on page  18  and mark your calendars accordingly. We 
don’t want you to miss any of the action. 
 I would be remiss if I didn’t take a moment to thank 
our hosts this past summer for all their efforts to help 
keep us together. First, our July host Richard Williamson 
for his wonderful collection of early automobiles in Ocala, 
and to Albert Forster for allowing us to view and relate to 
his display of later model cars.  
 This is how we “forge ahead” together. 



 This is a new feature for KOTR PINS in which we will 
highlight the many wonderful cars of our members. At our 
Pizza Palooza on May 29th we had a photo shoot at Lake 
Miona Park prior to the arrival of our pizzas and the rain. We 
plan for more photo shoots in the future so if you missed this 
one you needn’t feel left out. Just make it to the next one. 

The August Cover Car 
 This issue of KOTR PINS features the 1926 Cadillac hood ornament from the Richard Williamson collection 
we visited in July. If you missed this particular garage tour you missed a doozy. But fear not we have more planned 
for the future. Read about our day in Ocala in this issue. 

This special car is a 1991 Honda Prelude SI with four wheel steering. 
Dee O’Donnell says this is her least favorite of Frank’s collection. Frank 
bought the car on E-Bay in October 2018. He is just the third owner. It 
sports a 2.1L four cylinder, fuel injected engine. Frank flew to Baltimore 
to pick up the car in Delaware and then drove it home to Florida. He was 
not alone on this trip. Upon arrival in The Villages two mice fell from the 
engine compartment. One succumbed to the rigors of the journey, the 
other “Lucky ” is being kept as their pet.   - A 1st Junior in Ocala 2019. 

Ted Stratton bought this 1964 Alfa Romeo Guilai Spider Veloce upon his 
leaving the military in February of 1965. He was looking for something to 
race in the SCCA production classes. Ted had been racing since 1957. 
Over the years and moving around the country various other race cars 
were had and sold but the Alfa remained. It was 1990 when he decided to 
have the car “refreshed” and left it with a friend and told him to take his 
time with it. In 2002 he drove from Ft. Laudedale to Denver to pick up the 
almost finished car. It is now an SCCA award winner, 60 years of racing. 



 I love old cars. They have character. They have his-
tory. Yes, the new safety features being introduced each 
year on new automobiles are attractive, but I’d rather buy 
an exciting used car with both character AND history for 
the same money. Not only do I save money from avoiding 
new-car depreciation, I get to own cars that have survived 
the test of time and that other seasoned-car aficionados 
agree have become collectible.  
  Since buying my first car in 1970, a new Rallye 350 
Cutlass S, I have always lived by the now-defunct Automo-
bile magazine credo, “No Boring Cars”. Over the years, fol-
lowing this theme has led me to own some of the most ex-
citing and desirable cars ever built.  
  When I’m thinking about purchasing an old car, my 
first consideration is styling. Does it make its own state-
ment or can it be mistaken for other cars on the road?  I 
really e-n-j-o-y driving so handling is the second qualifica-
tion.  After all, that’s what you’re doing every second you’re 
behind the wheel.  Last of all, can I afford the auto and can 
I afford to maintain it?   
  Alfred P. Sloan gets most of the credit for realizing the 
concept that car buyers look for a vehicle that “fits” their 
style. He made us aware that you are defined by what you 
drive. Cars tell the world your class and your hobbies.  
Hence, the “Car for Everyman” brand architecture theory at 
GM starting with Chevrolet and moving up to Pontiac, 
Oldsmobile, Buick and finally Cadillac.   
  I read every story I come across about which cars are 
getting the most activity on the Hagerty Price Guide or 
which models are going up the most in value at Mecum and 

Barrett-Jackson. Just recently I read an article featuring a 
list of the 10 most upward-moving vehicles on the 
value/price index.  Turns out I owned four of the ten mod-
els on the list at one time or another (Toyota MR2, Acura 
NSX, Audi TT and Honda S-2000).  I like reading these sto-
ries because for me, they validate the fact that I make good 
choices of the cars I have bought and owned over the years.  
  Likewise, in almost every story I read with a “ten 
best”, “best styled” or “new collectible classics” theme, cars 
I own or automobiles I tried to buy are always on the list.  
(Examples: ’66-’67 Olds Toronado, ’65 Buick Riviera, Mer-
cedes 190SL, ’63-’67 Corvette Sting Ray.)   
  There are A LOT of subjects that I know nothing 
about. Important subjects most people take the time out of 
their lives to learn. Like the stock market, cooking, dancing, 
camping and politics. Truth is, anyone can become an ex-
pert about anything if they learn enough about it.  Of 
course, we are all still learning about the opposite sex.  I 
took a shag dancing class with my wife when we lived in 
South Carolina.  I was so bad, at the end of the 10-week 
course the instructor offered to enroll me again in the 
course the following semester for free. 
  I know about automobiles because I love them. I read 
about cars. I watch TV programs about cars.  I read every 
automobile magazine that I subscribe to cover to cover.  I 
will confess to skipping over the myriad of stories about 
SUVs, pick-up trucks and motorsports. Sharing the inter-
esting facts that I discover with all of you is one of the  

    reasons I write this column.  
(Continued on page 5) 



  Some of the collectible cars I own now would not be 
considered that old, but they are all special for one reason 
or another. When I’m talking “old cars”, I mean cars manu-
factured more than 25 years ago, a base the AACA uses for 
qualifying their vehicles at events. 
  So, here’s the list of the old cars I currently own.  
Some are “classics”, and I consider the others to be “future 
collectibles” as each of them is desirable for their features, 
their styling and their reliability.  

 
 1962 Mercedes Benz 190SL 

1970 Oldsmobile 442 (yellow) 
 1970 Oldsmobile 442 (black) 

1989 Acura Legend (red) 
1990 Eunos Cosmo (Mazda, JDM, RHD) 

1991 Acura NSX 
1991 Honda Prelude w/4-wheel steering 

 
  I am blessed with the good health to be able to re-
store, maintain and drive my old cars.  I am at the point 
where my time is my own. Having quick access to all my 
cars allows me to pick the right car for the right occasion 
and drive all my cars on a regular basis. All of these cars 
are drivable except for the black 1970 442; which I keep 
moving to the back of the restoration list each time I buy 
another new (old) car. You may be surprised to see so 
many Japanese vehicles listed but if you look closely, they 
were all manufactured during the “Japanese bubble era”-
1986 to 1991.  But that’s a subject for another column.  No-
tice too, that none of these cars are boring. 
  Maintaining all these cars can be daunting at times, 
but it has become part of who I am and what I do. Other 
(normal?) people just don’t understand my love of old vehi-
cles.  Many see their automobile as mere transportation:  

an appliance that gets them from point A to point B. It is 
not an Escape Machine. There’s no inherent love or deeply-
rooted affection for it. These are people who are not look-
ing forward to the next time they get to drive.  If you just 
happen to own more cars than you need; that’s a concept 
no amount of discussion will explain.  And that’s okay: 
owning a collector car is a feel-good hobby that on our 
worst day, will always bring a smile to our faces. 
  Friends and neighbors who know I am into old cars 
often ask me, “Which car is your favorite?”  My first re-
sponse is of course, my Sebring Yellow 1970 442. It is a 
more upscale model of the Rallye 350 I purchased when I 
was 17, but it takes me back to the same place: high school; 
playing sports with my friends, 29 cents-a-gallon gas and 
late-night “making out” in the lower parking lot of the 
neighborhood swimming pool.  

  Honestly though, the true answer to the question is, 
“Whichever car I am driving at the moment.”  I say that be-
cause every car I have is fun to drive, makes me proud to 
own and will never be boring. 
 
  

(Continued from page 4) 

Editor’s Note: This article first appeared in the July issue of 
“Journey With Olds” the monthly news letter of the Oldsmobile Club 
of America. Frank is also a member of KOTR. 



 In the days of uncertainty this past July 11th , 
20 members of  KOTR  were invited to the very 
first public showing of a spectacular car collection 
in Ocala. Richard Williamson has been collecting a 
wide array of automobiles for well over 50 years. 
His particular interest lies in cars from the early 
Twentieth Century; pre-teens, teens  and the  
twenties. Some are in as-found condition (barn 
fresh), older restorations and show cars as well. 

For most of us these are seldom seen automobiles 
and a real pleasure to behold. 
 Each and every car holds a special memory 
for Richard and he loves to relate the story of their 
acquisition. His facility for holding these fine 
autos is equally impressive and only added to the 
charm of a day well spent with good friends. 
 Following  the awesome cars a great lunch 
was had at Mojo’s restaurant. What a day it was!   

 
Classics every one, to the 
left a 1922 Kissel “Gold 
Bug” roadster sits  
between a 1914 Cadillac 
and a 1927 LaSalle that 
sits next to a 1920 Revere 
phaeton that sits next to a 
1910 Velie body awating 
completion of the chassis. 
 
 
On the other side of the 
hall is a rare 1921 Paige 
Daytona speedster in 
light blue. A massive 
1914 Pierce Arrow sits 
next in line followed by a 
1926 Cadillac phaeton and 
last but not least sits a 
1918 Roamer.  WOW! 



More photos from our day in Ocala, to 
the left is the MotoMeter from the 1914 
Cadillac. On the right is the 1926  
Cadillac phaeton with cane inserts in 
the door accent panels. 
  
Below, Gordon and Barb Platt admire 
the 1922 Kissel “Gold Bug” roadster. 
This is an AACA award winner. And to 
the right below is a newly acquired 1908 
Packard model 30 phaeton in original 
paint. 
 
We want to thank Richard for opening 
his doors to us for this rare opportunity 
to glimpse into to our automotive  
history. 



Above is just a part of the group, following CDC 
guide lines for assemblies as Al regales fellow 
members with stories of his collection. As if we 
need an explanation of why we buy yet another 
car. We’ve used all that logic in the past haven’t 

we? Because it was there and we could. 

 In spite of the warm weather eighteen  
members of KOTR made their way to nearby 
Sumterville where fellow member Al Forster 
keeps just a part of his extensive collection of 50s 

and 60s and 70s and 80s cars. He has twice that many back up north 
in Buffalo, New York. Al printed out an explanation packet for each 
participant explaining each of the cars on display but nothing was  
better than Al relating the story of each car to the assembled gang of 
enthusiasts. Janice, Al’s wife said it’s a good thing he didn’t have the 
entire collection here, “… this would take the rest of the week.” Al 
loves to talk cars as do we all. This was a delightful activity for a group 
of gear heads that have been cooling their heels since we last met a 
month ago. 
 Following the cars, 14 members cruised to Brownwood in The 
Villages for lunch at City Fire restaurant. A great day indeed! 
 
Above, Barb and Gordon Platt stand proudly by our KOTR banner. They drove Gordon’s 
1972 Olds 442 convertible for the first time after undergoing a rather extensive upgrade of 
the interior including the addition of air conditioning. 
 To the right are KOTR stalwarts, Jo and Mercer Moncrief. Long time AACA members, 
you can tell by the smiles on their faces. 

















 What do you do when many if not all AACA  
gatherings or events have been cancelled due to the  
recent pandemic?    You put your thinking caps on and 
try to find other avenues for gathering together safely 
as friends who love their antique automobiles.   
 Members and guests of the Kingdom of the Sun 
AACA Ocala, FL Region Chapter did just this recently, 
and on Wednesday August 19, 20 members and 4 guests 
embarked on a delightful lunch cruise on the St. Johns 
River aboard the sternwheeler Barbara - Lee.   This  
particular boat is family owned by the St. Johns  
Rivership Company, and is the latest in a long line of 
steamships and sternwheelers that have been serving 
and sailing the St. Johns River since before the Civil 
War.  It is the only authentic sternwheeler sailing the 
St. Johns River.  The sternwheelers could maneuver 
in very shallow water, making them ideal river  
vessels.  Tourism to Florida boomed after the Civil War 
and passengers transferred from oceangoing  
steamships to smaller sternwheelers.  Sternwheelers 
also moved produce such as celery, and especially citrus 
fruit that was loaded onto ships headed to the  
northeast.   

(Continued on page 17) 



 
 We departed from the homeport 
on Lake Monroe in Historic Downtown 
Sanford.   The five-story rivership  
accommodates up to 194 guests and the 
enclosed decks are climate controlled.   
Passengers can freely roam on the  
outdoor decks to observe the two  
massive wooden paddle wheels that 
propel the ship on its journey and to  
enjoy the nature and wildlife found 
along the river.   
 Once we settled in to the enclosed 
deck, we enjoyed a delightful lunch 
with varied food choices. I had heard 
about the famous sticky buns that are 
provided at the meal, and indeed, they 
were delicious!    The lunch was  
excellent and made even more so by the 
very personable and attentive servers 
and also the on board entertainment 
provided by Jimmy who sang and 
played the guitar.  Our server informed 
us that all the food served was prepared 
fresh on board. 
 We all thoroughly enjoyed our 
luncheon cruise and were grateful for 
the opportunity to gather together.   
 Put those thinking caps back on 
and let’s see where we go next!   

(Continued from page 16) 

 Enjoying lunch are Jim Serio, Bernie 
Laundando and Jim Vaughn on the men’s 
side. On the women’s side is Lisa Blough-
Vaughn, Dorothy Serio and Rosemary 
Laundando. Good friends, good food and a 
great setting. The AACA credo. 

On the Lido deck; Steve Ellis, Jim 
Vaughn, Harrie Schoepf and the 

Whites, Gary and Brenda. 

 Our waitress for lunch explaining 
the choices we had and the entertainer  
Jimmy performing while we dined on their 
famous “Sticky Buns.” 






