


King of the road chapter of the antique automobile club of america 

Staff and Management 

CEO:  Jim Rentz   President@KOTRAACA.org 

President of Vice:  Gordon Platt   Viceprersident@KOTRAACA.org 

Bursar: Gordon Platt  Treasurer@KOTRAACA.org 

Club Stenographer;  Dee O’Donnell   Secretary@KOTRAACA’org 

Certified Webe Mechanic; Rich Courmettes   Webmaster@KOTRAACA.org 

Visit our website; KOTRAACA.org to see more of what we are all about 

T his has certainly a summer to remember, either too 

hot or too wet. Not the best for the antique car hobby. 

Our cars are not the greatest in this hot weather, 

remember the good old days of vapor lock and no air 

conditioning. And on those occasions when it rains they 

leak like a sieve and those intermittent vacuum wipers 

leave a lot to be desired especially with the petrified wiper 

blades. But, the times will be getting better as we slide into 

the autumn months ahead. 

 Hopefully everyone returns safe and sound and is 

ready to resume our activity schedule. Back in July a 

request was made for suggestions for August activity 

ideas, this was the response;                  crickets. I can only 

assume that everyone has left for the month to find a cool 

and dry place to weather the weather. 

 Ahead of us in September we have the NPD car show 

in downtown Ocala on the 25th. It is now sold out but four 

of us did manage to get accepted, buy tickets on time that 

is. Also in September we like to do our gourmet 

dining experience. Any suggestions? Also for October I 

would like someone to host a “Homecoming Picnic” for 

all of us Miona Park. I have some ideas but let me know so 

that we can begin planning. 

 We have some new folks that will be joining with us 

this fall so let’s show them how much fun a car club can 

be. The weather is going to cool off and the rains will 

stop allowing us to get on the road once again with our old 

cars and good friends in KOTR. 



As we approach the end of the summer 

season and the traditional Labor Day 

picnic it might surprise you to know how imprtant these men are 

to your celebration. 

 You may already know the man on the right, he is Henry 

Ford. Henry Ford was a man that hated waste in his factories, 

waste was money gone. When a supplier shipped parts on 

pallettes to his factories the pallettes had to be of specific sizes so 

that they could be taken apart reused as necessary in the 

manufacture of the Model T. At the time, prior to 1920, Ford 

was building so many automobiles that they needed their own 

supply of timber for the body works. 

 Henry asked a good friend, E.G. Kingsford, and a Ford 

dealer in Iron Mountain, Michigan to help him find land 

whereby they could “farm” their own supply of timber. With his 

help Ford acquired 313,000 acres in the Upper Peninsula of 

Michigan for their timber operations. For his efforts Henry Ford 

put Kingsford in charge of  these facilities, sawmills, factories and 

a wood chemical plant.  

 The production of wooden parts for the Model T resulted 

in mountains of by-products, namely sawdust and other elements 

in the processing of timber. Henry thought there had to be a way 

to utilize these “wastes” into something other than fuel for the 

plants. Kingsford came up with a way to combine the sawdust 

after it was burned to provide power and heat to the plants by 

mixing the ashes with starch to form useable briquettes. 

 Ford motor company was now in the charcoal briquette 

business and sold its Ford Charcoal to the public. As a thank you 

to E.G. Kingsford Henry turned that business over to him where 

it now carries his name. 



1958 was just beginning when this issue of Road and  Track 

magazine hit the news stands.  The cover features a 1931 MG 

Montlhéry,  a specially equiped  high performance version 

that was the first 750cc car to top 100 mph at Montlhéry race 

track near Paris. 

Also in this issue there is a road test of  the new Mercedes 

300 SL roadster that was introduced in the summer of 1957. 

Let’s browse through the pages of this issue to see where we 

came from “automotively” and reminisce about the good old 

days. 

1958 Corvette 

Base price………………………...$3,591.00 

Heater……………………………..        96.85 

AM Radio………………………...      144.45 

Courtesy lights………………….          6.50 

Windshield washer……………        16.15 

Whitewall tires………………….        31.55 

Powerglide transmission…….    188.30 

Auxilliary hardtop………………    215.20 

Two-tone paint…………………..       16.15 

245 hp engine .…………………..    150.65 

270 hp engine……………………     182.95 

250 hp FI engine……………….     484.20 

290 hp FI engine……………….     484.20 

4 spd manual…………………….      215.20 

CLASSIFIEDS 



 In 1958 we had any number of options in the 

sports car market from the very expensive, high 

powered  Mercedes 300 SL Roadster to the low end, 

Berkley Sports. 

 One only has to look at the two road test results 

to see the performance spectrum of these two cars. 

Unlike today manufacturers were numerous back in 

the “good old days.” The regulatory conditions in 1958  

were not what we experience today. Quality had its price and 

so did concentration on the “bottom line.” Unfortunately  

many of the entry level cars suffered from lack of performance. 

 The Mercedes was a full sized road burner derived 

from the 300 SL Gullwing coupe . The roadster, while heavier 

than the coupe had  more  power and different gear ratios. It 

also had roll up windows and a disappearing soft top. A true 

gentleman’s road car capable of touring in style. 

 At the other end of the scale  is the Berkeley Sports 328, 

A car designed for the entry level racer. The 328 was a two 

cylinder, air cooled engine in a fiberglass, monocoque body. 

They did have  independent suspension  and relatively good 

handling on the road. They had a top speed of 70 mph and 

averaged 70 mpg. 

 Both manufacturers are still in business today 

producing cars for the  sports car enthusiasts around the 

world.  

 



Following WWII and the devastation left behind, the automobile industry was  eager 

to get moving once again, both here in the states but Great Britain as well. The 

demand was there for new products to put on the road, years of sacfrifice only made 

the desire stronger. The auto industry could ramp up quickly and the competition 

was stiff. “Export or die!” To be profitable the British manufacturer needed a larger 

market and the U.S. was eager to accommodate them.  Returning G.I.s wanted to get 

going in those zippy little sports cars that they found while over seas. A market that 

the U.S. builders ignored until the mid fifties. 

While Jaguar started out in the 30s Swallow 

Sidecar Co. and produced the SS100 Jaguar, 

the company name was chaged to Jaguar and 

post-war they began to produce larger saloons 

and drop-heads. 1949 saw the introduction of 

the XK 120, a 120 mph, two seat roadster. Then 

came the larger MKIX and MKVII saloons for the 

discerning customer that wanted style AND 

performance. 

Less well known in the American market 

was the Alvis. Alvis manufactured a wide 

range of fine automobiles from sports 

cars to luxury saloons. 

Alvis began production in 1919 and 

continued until 1965 when it was 

acquired by Rover and the became a part 

of British Leyland. 

The Lea-Francis company began business 

in 1895 as an engineering company 

manufacturing bicycles and in 1903 started 

automobile manufacture and motorcycles 

1911. The cars they produced were 

assembled from parts from various 

suppliers of the time. They continued in the 

industry under various names until 1962. 



British Auto Manufactures Clamoring For Your Dollar In 1951 

• A.C. 

• ALLARD 

• ALVIS 

• ARMSTRONG SIDDELEY 

• ASTON MARTIN 

• AUSTIN 

• BENTLEY 

• BRISTOL 

• CITROEN 

• DAIMLER 

• FORD 

• FRAZER-NASH 

• HEALEY 

• HILLMAN 

• H.R.G. 

• HUMBER 

• JAGUAR 

• JENSEN  

• JOWETT 

• LAGONDA 

• LANCHESTER 

• LEA-FRANCIS 

• M.G. 

• MORGAN 

• MORRIS 

• RENAULT 

• RILEY 

• ROLLS-ROYCE 

• ROVER 

• SINGER 

• STANDARD 

• SUNBEAM-TALBOT 

• TRIUMPH 

• VAUXHALL 

• WOLSELEY 

U.S. AUTOMAKERS CLAMORING FOR YOUR DOLLAR IN 1951 
• BUICK 

• CADILLAC 

• CHEVROLET 

• CHRYSLER 

• CROSLEY 

• DeSOTO 

• DODGE 

• FORD 

• FRAZER 

• HENRY J 

• HUDSON 

• KAISER 

• LINCOLN 

• MERCURY 

• NASH 

• OLDSMOBILE 

• PACKARD 

• PLYMOUTH 

• PONTIAC 

• STUDEBAKER 

 



This year was the beginning of the great baby boom 

with men and women returning home and wanting 

what they had been missing the last four years. 

Consumerism was taking hold, the great depression 

was but a bitter memory and the world was at peace 

again at least for a short period of time. Folks just 

wanted to get on with living their lives as they saw 

fit. get an education, a job and a family and live the 

American dream. 

 



The last stop on our journey into the time that used to 

be is 1933. The entire world is in the throes of the great 

depression. Unemployment  is rampant. The auto 

industry was struggling to attract customers, the boxy 

designs of the twenties were passé. Longer, lower and 

wider was the new demand. Poor farming practices led 

to the “Dust Bowl” in the great plains here in the U.S. 

 

In Germany Hitler was consolidating his power and one 

vision he had was for a “volkswagen” or people’s car. 

Ferdinand Porsche soon was to begin his work on this 

project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Franklin Roosevelt was the new President  of the U.S. 

intiating the formation of the NRA and the CCC to help 

fight the massive unemployment. The Golden Gate 

Bridge in San Francisco was begun. 

 

Those with enough  wealth to afford a new automobile 

had their choices from  humble Fords now with V-8 

engines to the spectaular Duesenbergs. 



In 1933 Radio was coming into it’s heyday. Folks could escape the reality of daily life  listening  their radio. Debuting 

this year was  The Lone Ranger,  Jack  Armstrong the all-Americab boy, The National Barn Dance and Calling All Cars 

among others such as The Hoosier Hot Shots. They were second only to Bing Crosby in record sales.  You could even 

get a radio for your car. 

                                      Want to go from coast to coast? Only 20 hours on United Airlines. 



 My wife says it was love at first sight. No, not the first time 
she saw me; the first time she saw a picture of a Nissan Figaro.  
 A couple of years ago, I was surfing the internet for low-
mileage cars made outside the of U.S. that were becoming eligible 
for import into the country. You are probably aware of the “twenty-
five-year import rule” that says you must wait 25 years after the 
production year of cars not built to U.S. safety standards, to legally 
import one. That means, in 2021 you can legally import any vehicle 
made outside the U.S. before 1996. 
 In the ‘80s and the ‘90s I made the switch to Japanese cars 
because they were lighter, smaller and just more fun to drive.  
During this period, I experienced first-hand the quality and 
reliability these cars offered, compared to their American and 
German counterparts.  
 I own a number of Japanese cars from this time period 
because many of them were “over engineered” due to competition 
between the Japanese brands of the era.  Vehicles designed and 
produced during the late ‘80s and early ‘90s were labeled 
“Japanese Bubble Cars,” because of the large amount of research 
and development money available that was stockpiled from selling 
efficient, small cars in America for two decades. 
 The Nissan Figaro is one of these “bubble” cars.  It is 
a front-engine, front-wheel drive, two-door, fixed-profile 
convertible.  They were only manufactured for one model year 
(1991), and sold only in Japan with right-hand-drive (RHD). 
 Cute, quirky, and practical, the Figaro was well received 
when first exhibited by Nissan at the 1989 Tokyo Motor Show as, 
“A Two-door coupe for yourself.”  The car was so popular that 
Nissan actually held a lottery on Valentine’s Day, 1991 to determine 
who would get each one of the 8,000 brand-new, Figaros to be 
built. The lottery was massively oversubscribed - even after they 
increased the production run from 8,000 to 20,000 cars. The 
company could have sold more, but the Figaro was never meant to 
be profitable; it was designed more as a marketing exercise, to 
show daring and raise the profile of the Nissan brand.  It was the 
perfect recipe for success. 
 The charming city car features late 50’s-inspired retro 
styling along with reliable, modern Japanese mechanicals and 
underpinnings. Inside, the Figaro you will find all-leather seating, 

art-deco emblems, 
white-faced gauges, 
and interior 
switchgear that 
resemble 1950s 
Bakelite. 

 Don’t be 
fooled by the retro 
looks, however. 
These are 
tremendous little cars to drive and were very advanced in 1991.  
Equipped with a turbo-charged 1-liter, inline-4-cylinder engine, 
the Figaro easily keeps up with today’s modern cars. You can 
comfortably cruise all day at 65-70 mph, if you wish. At 32 miles-
per-gallon! 

 The most easily recognizable feature of the Figaro is its neo-
classic cabrio roof, which folds away easily into the upper boot 
allowing the driver to make the most of the summer sunshine. 
  

 The Figaro was offered in four available exterior body colors 
of water-repellent fluoroplastic paint. The pastel colors represent 
the four seasons as they are depicted in Japanese culture: Topaz 
Mist beige (Autumn), Emerald Green (Spring), Pale Aqua blue 
(Summer) and Lapis Grey (Winter). The color Dee chose, Topaz 
Mist was by far the rarest color with less than 2000 produced. 

 The first time Dee saw a Figaro in the flesh was at Mecum 
Kissimmee in July 2020.  That car was in poor condition, having 
spent many years in England before being exported into the U.S.  
Sitting in the car and taking in all its features set the wheels in 
motion. 

 I started doing research and finding out all I could about the 
Figaro and what to look out for when purchasing one. Then once 
again, at Mecum Kissimmee in January of this year, there was a 
low-mileage, perfectly-restored Figaro in the auction.  We tried to 
bid on the Figaro but the seller had invested much more money in 
the car than we were willing to offer.  Later, when talking with the 



seller, he told us he was a Florida “snowbird” and had another 
restored Figaro with higher mileage at his residence in New York 
state which he offered to sell us.  However, that car wouldn’t be 
available to be inspected until he returned to his summer home in 
June.  We would just have to be willing to wait a few months. 

 In June, I flew up, inspected the car and we sealed the deal.  
I drove Dee’s new Figaro from New York to The Villages over the 
next two days driving a total of 25 hours.  Now that the car is in our 
garage, she drives the car all over The Villages.  People are 
constantly asking her, “What is it?” and tell her how much they like 
it.  Because it looks so much like a small, vintage, Italian-styled 
auto from the late ‘50s, they are really surprised when you tell 
them it was manufactured in 1991; has air conditioning, power 
windows and a CD player! 
 Even though Japan was the only intended market, because 
of its right-hand drive design, over 2800 Figaros are currently 
registered in the U.K. where it has become something of a cult car.  

 Figaros appeal to car lovers who aren't afraid to make a style 
statement and who have a real 'joie de vivre' about them. The 
Figaro’s inability to visibly age is responsible for its popularity 
today, as it combined relatively basic underpinnings with a chic 
interior and a cheerful exterior. Because the Figaro generates so 
much joy and so many smiles it’s easy to understand why people 
become so emotionally attached to it. The Figaro was originally 
designed to be a retro car and now has become a classic itself. 
  As Dee was proofreading this article for me, she said 
this story could have been just one sentence……”It’s Cute!” 



♦ September 25               NPD Car Show Downtown Ocala 

♦ October                        Gourmet Dinner TBD 

♦ October                        Lady Lake Halloween Party 

♦ November                     Homecoming Celebration 

♦ November                     Bushnell Station, train museum 

♦ December                     KOTR Christmas Party 



KOTR IS IN POSESSIONKOTR IS IN POSESSION  

OF TWENTY TICKETS FOR THIS OF TWENTY TICKETS FOR THIS 

RAFFLE TO BENEFIT  AACA.RAFFLE TO BENEFIT  AACA.  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 

PARTICIPATE IN THISPARTICIPATE IN THIS  

ACTIVITY PLEASE LET ME ACTIVITY PLEASE LET ME   

KNOW AND I WILL SUBMITKNOW AND I WILL SUBMIT  

TICKETS IN YOUR NAME.TICKETS IN YOUR NAME.  

YOU CAN PAY US BACKYOU CAN PAY US BACK  

AT OUR NEXT EVENT.AT OUR NEXT EVENT.  

LET ME KNOW HOW MANYLET ME KNOW HOW MANY  

TICKETS THAT YOU WANT, TICKETS THAT YOU WANT,   

IT’S JUST THAT SIMPLE.IT’S JUST THAT SIMPLE.  

THIS JEEP COMANDOTHIS JEEP COMANDO  

WOULD LOOK GREAT ATWOULD LOOK GREAT AT  

OUR FALL PICNICOUR FALL PICNIC  

IN NOVEMBER.IN NOVEMBER.  

  

jcrentz@reagan.comjcrentz@reagan.com  






