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ere we are in December once again, in a year that 
was fraught with many obstacles that challenged our 
ability to function as a club. Together, we made it 
happen with activities that were both fun and able 

to stay within “social guidelines” in this atmosphere of 
ambiguity. Fortunately some years ago we adopted a 
program of meeting on the road and shied away from the 
more traditional meeting format. Who would have 
guessed back when we were given the “boot” from the 
meeting venue that it would be to our advantage today. 
 Now we are prospering and about to embark on a 
bold new project in 2021. KOTR and two other area 
AACA regions are hosting the Southeastern Divisional 
Tour in April from the 19th thru the 23rd. The center of 
operations will be the fabulous Mission Inn Resort 
located in Howey-In-The-Hills, Florida just  
southeast of Leesburg. Already folks are chomping at 
the bit to sign up and get out on the road having a good 
time with old cars and fine friends. 

 I see our role in this adventure as one of being 
gracious hosts to the “tourists” that will be visiting our 
bailiwick. We will need your “volunteer spirit” to help 
with traffic control as people arrive from all over the 
country, we will want to make them all feel welcome and 
be of assistance to them. We have an opening party on 
the 19th to get everyone oriented to the program that we 
have planned for the week. You are all welcome to 
participate in the activities and we are working on a plan 
for our local membership to both work and join in on 
some of the various activities as well. 
 This has been a year that many of us will not look 
back on with fond memories. We have lost loved ones in 
this process we call living. Many have been in quarantine 
for many months and for this we are truly sorry, we miss 
you. The important point is that WE MADE IT to here, 
and that is good. We can LOOK FORWARD to the next 
opportunity to make it happen one or more times. 
  MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  ONE  AND  ALL  



 This feature page highlights our membership’s cars 
and the stories behind them. If you would like to have your 
automobile featured here bring it to one of our photo shoots 
scheduled through out the year. KOTR PINS looks forward 
to having your car featured here in the coming year. Let’s get 
out and drive those fabulous cars. 

 
  

On our cover is a 1936 Ford, trunk back, convertible sedan that I owned when I lived in 
Pennsylvania. It was my “go-to” car when we wanted to take the dogs out for a treat. My  
father bought the car in the 80s and it was the only one that he would allow his “grand dogs” 
to ride in. I just thought that a little snow would remind you why we moved here in the first 
place.     Brrrrrr!      Jim Rentz 

This all original 1942 Chrysler 9 passenger sedan was purchased by its 
current owner, Rich Courmettes in 1975. It is but one of only 26 made in 
1942. It first went to the Chrysler showroom in the Chrysler building in 
New York City. Subsequently it was sold to the State of New York to be 
used as a “sedambulance” during the War. Rich has named this beauty 
“Betsy.” We will be featuring this car in a future issue of KOTR PINS as it 
has quite a story to tell, more than this meager space allows. 

Chuck Johnson bought this beautiful 1941 Buick 51C in the spring of 
2018. The official Buick name for this car is Super Convertible Phaeton. 
there were only 467 built for domestic sales and 41 for export. The  
original cost was $1555 and weighs in at 4,015 pounds. This was the 
last year of production for this model. It is believed that only 10 remain  
today. Standard on this car was an under-seat heating system, fresh air 
intake and a defroster for the windshield. 



  ach November KOTR holds its annual  OPEN DITCH PICNIC         
  at Lake Miona Park. This year the theme was fair fare; sausage 
  sandwiches and delicious burgers. Members brought salads  
  and cookies and brownies for all to enjoy. 

  The sausage was cooked up with peppers and onions and 
tomatoes, just like at the county fair. The burgers were piping hot off 
the grill with all the “fixins.” 
  In all thirty members found there way to the picnic and 
had a wonderful time together once again. This was also a photo 
shoot opportunity for members to have pictures taken of their cars 
for our KOTR KARS archives. 
  Unfortunately our senior photographer was unable to 
attend this picnic and I was wrapped up in the cooking and the photo 
shoot that I did not get any group pictures. You’ll just have to settle 
for pictures of the cars this time. 
  What would a KOTR function be without a little rain? 
Just as the sun was setting and cleanup had begun along came the 
rain to make our day complete. 

Neil and Judy Curtis      1969 Triumph 

Richard Buehrig    1963  Comet 

Dennis  Doucette   1938 Chevrolet 



 Some weeks ago KOTR was invited 
to participate in the LADY LAKE EXPO 
held at the soccer fields on Rolling Acres 
Road on December 2nd from 10am—1pm.
 A nice outdoor venue for us to get in 
a little time with old cars and good friends. 
In total there were but 16 cars attending, 
seven of those were KOTR folks. The 
awards for the day were by vendor’s choice. 
Of the seven KOTR participants five took 
home awards including “Best Of Show” 
for Tom Schweitzer’s 1935 Chevrolet pick 
up truck. Other winners were Dennis  
Doucette, 1938 Chevrolet coupe; Neil 
Curtis, 1969 Triumph; Gordon Platt, 1972 
Oldsmobile 442 convertible and Jim 
Rentz, 1979 Lincoln Versailles.  
 Not too bad for a chilly day without 
many expectations. I guess people do 
know class when they see it. 
 We had a great time on a bright 
sunny day albeit a bit cold. Then again it 
was December. What else would you expect ? 

Best of show, Tom Schweitzer; 35 Chevy PU 

Neil Curtis Dennis Doucette 

Gordon Platt Jim Rentz 

A fine line up of seven KOTR 
classics representing AACA in 
the area. Beautiful day, great 
car and good friends. That’s 
what you have come to expect 
with KOTR.  



  or December fourteen members and  
  friends made their way north to Lake  
  Weir, home to Gator Joe’s restaurant for 

         a luncheon meeting. December 8th 
you will recall was quite seasonal (cool) by  
Florida standards. Many of the antiques, cars 
that is, stayed home; the other antiques had a 
wonderful time gathering once again for 
good food and talk of the upcoming holidays. 
 KOTR provided the door prizes , all from 
Russell Stover’s in Wildwood. Judy Curtis 
was all smiles as she was first to choose the 
cute reindeer tin of chocolates. Al Forster 
however made short work of that and 

claimed the adorable tin for himself. 
Judy eventually chose the equally 
cute Santa tin. Every couple took 
home a package of chocolates from 
the pile and all shared in the extras 
for dessert. 



           If you are old enough to remember “service stations” 
then you might also remember what helped you to decide 
where to buy your gasoline.  Many times, your decision 
was based upon whether or not there was a green and 
white sign hanging outside the business. Of course, I’m 
referring to S & H Green Stamps that were given away at 
gas stations and grocery stores when you made a purchase. 
There were other major brands of trading stamps such as 
Gold Bond, MacDonald Plaid and Top Value Stamps, but 
the most successful and commonly known brand was 
Sperry & Hutchinson. 
  In the ‘60s you bought your gas at a service station.  
These were free-standing units where you could buy gas 
and oil, and get your car repaired at the same location: 
what a concept!  Service stations were also the most 
common and reliable place to stop and ask for driving 
directions when you were lost. Gas stations always had an 
“ice cold” drink machine and at the cash register you 
could buy your favorite candy bar, pack of gum or Life 
Savers. Very different from today’s convenience/gas 
station where you can buy gas, order a sub sandwich and 
make your own cup of specialty coffee with the choice of 
three different creamers.   
  Back then, there were also Firestone, Goodyear, 
Pep Boys and a host of other auto repair stores around 
to compete with the gas stations for car repair.  
Large retail chains of the day like J.C. Penny’s and Sears 
always had their own auto service departments from a 
side entrance just like Walmart does today. I managed 
several Kmart stores which had their own auto service 
centers. I can tell you there is nothing quite like answering a 
call to your service department and seeing a customer’s 

car sitting on its side on the garage floor next to a 
lift or explaining to a customer how simple it is to replace a  
radiator that has five fan blades stuck deep inside of it.   
  During this same time a single dollar would buy 
you three gallons of gas, so service stations had to actually 
compete for your business. Rather than always lowering 
the price of gas to be competitive, they gave away S & H 
Green Stamps as a means to reward customer loyalty and 
increase business.  Depending on the dollar amount of 
your purchase, you received an equivalent value amount 
of trading stamps with “point” values. The trading stamps 
had glue on the back and had to be pasted into collection 
booklets which when full,  were taken to local 
“redemption centers” and exchanged for thousands of 
different items. The items were featured in a colorful 
catalog and people always looked forward to the new 
ones coming out.  
            Somehow, we found the time necessary to count, 

arrange, lick and paste 
books full of those little 
green stamps.  How 
many times did you find 
your trading stamps 
stuck to the bottom of a 
paper grocery bag because 
the carton of milk you 
bought had sweated all 
over them?  How many 
times were you looking 
at an old car for sale 
a n d  f o u n d  l o o s e  

(Continued on page 8) 



trading stamps in the glove compartment? 
          In my house, my mother would simply throw the 
trading stamps into a kitchen drawer and when the drawer 
got full, I was the one who picked up the empty collection 
booklets and did all the licking.  As a result, most of the 
time I got the benefit of getting to choose an item I had 
dreamed about in the catalog.  I can still remember 
hearing a neighbor tell my mother how she used a 
sponge to wet the back of the stamps, rather than to lick 
them. It was a life-changing moment! 
               In the 1960s, nearly all gas stations and grocery 
store chains offered trading stamps. The S&H Green 
Stamps program was so popular by 1970 there were 800 
redemption centers nationwide and the company was 
selling three times more stamps annually than the 
United States Postal Service. The company’s “Idea 
Book” products catalog was the largest publication 
in the country!  Estimates at the time showed that 
80% of American households collected S&H Green 
Stamps. It has even been said that the inspiration for the 
name of the popular TV show “Starsky and Hutch” came 
from S&H Green Stamps. 
However, by 1980 the sale of trading stamps had 

 declined due to a series of economic recessions. The oil crises 
of the ‘70s had put many service stations out of 
business and grocers were instead switching to 
coupon promotions and loyalty card programs to 
bolster their business.  The rise of discount stores 
had also taught customers to shop around for the best 
price on the items they purchased. Shoppers found it easy 
to carry the printed catalog into a store and compare 
prices; many times, finding the value of the items  
pictured to be more expensive. For many, the time  
required to lick and paste the stamps was no longer worth 
the trouble. 
          How many books of S&H Green Stamps were left over 
in your kitchen drawer (and for how many years) after 
your local redemption center closed its doors?  How many 
items do you still own that were purchased using trading 

stamps?  I would love to hear your trading stamp stories. 
Please email me at the address below. 
           It may have been years since you’ve seen an S & H 
Green stamp, but I bet even today, most of us still can 
recall the distinctive taste of the glue used on the back of 
those green and red stamps. 
 

(Continued from page 7) 

Editor’s Note: This article first appeared in “Journey With Olds” the Oldsmobile 
Club of America’s newsletter, November 2020 issue. Frank O’donnell is also a  
member of King Of The Road chapter of AACA. 

foxlovescars @comcast.net 



t  has been said that hindsight is 2020. For months now  
I have been bragging that KOTR has had an activity 
every month through out this most unusual year. Upon 

review of KOTR PINS for this year I found that we missed 
one month, April. It was to have been the Lady Lake Easter 
festival but was cancelled due to an abundance of caution 
for the children’s sake. But, on the other hand we did in fact 
have three events in February more than make up for the 
loss of April. 
 Let us take a look back now at the 2020 season for 
antique car  activities and relive those days of yore with an 
eye to the future and all of the opportunities for fun with 
our cars and good friends in 2021. 

Our five cars from KOTR on the cruise 

in show field at Grand Oaks Manor 

Part of the fun at the Grand Oaks is the buffet 
where we can gather for some good food and 
conversation Tom and Carol Schweitzer 

 While sixteen signed up 
for the Grand Oaks cruise 
in only five cars made 
the trip due to weather 
concerns. Four of us 
were trophy winners. To 
the right are Tom and 
Carol Schweitzer and 
their 1935 Chevrolet pick 
up truck. 
 Let’s make this one 
again come January 
2021. It’s always a good 
time with friends. 



fter a rather slow start in January 
 KOTR put in a rather busy February. 
  We pitched in to help The Villages 

Region with their Lake Sumter Landing 
show to fill in the spaces for them.  Then 
it was just six days later that we got a 
jump on Valentine’s Day with free ice 
cream at Russell Stover’s in Wildwood. 
 Finally we headed north to 
County Line Smokehouse in Weirsdale 
for a trivia night competition. 
 This was all in anticipation of the 
coming “shut downs.” We were able to 
keep it safe and fun too for the gang. 

Above are just some of our “classic iron” we 
brought for the Sumter Landing show. 

To the left are Mercer and Jo Moncrief enjoying the free ice cream at 
Russell Stover’s on the 13th. And last but certainly not the least is 
the Countyline Smokehouse trivia masters; Annette Stratton, Ted 
Stratton, Al Forster and Janice Forster. What a night it was! 



Above Ed Jouret stands beside his 1969 
Chevy Chevelle, to the right  Pat Rentz 
and Jim Murray find a little shade before the lunch hour starts. 

everal members of KOTR reside in the  
 Pennbrooke Fairways community in 
Leesburg. Every March their car clubs 

hold a car show for the area enthusiasts to 
enjoy. KOTR is more than eager to show 
up and join the fun. They have door prizes 
and awards plus their Grille has great food. 
Ever notice how much we consider food 
when we hit the road, ‘nuff said. 
 This year we were able to beat the 
deadline for “lockdown” at the beginning 
of this mess. It  was a great day with good 
friends and old cars. The way it’s ‘posed to 
be. 



        The first of May had KOTR on the road 
to close by Sonic Drive-in. We made special 
arrangements to gather in the grass next to 
parking spaces. Everyone brought their own 
seating and we had a wonderful evening in 
the shade sipping on shakes and sodas and 
scrumptious burgers and dogs. There was 
even a little “yapper” as a guest too. 

As you can clearly see May 1st was a 
glorious day, just right for old cars and 
good friends. A string of beautiful “iron” 
fills the bays at Sonic Drive-in. Above 
Bruce Blevins’ fabulous 1933 Packard S8 
Victoria filled the first position in our line 
up of classics. MAY DAY, MAY DAY! 

o make up for the loss of our April  
 activity a second May activity was 

added to the schedule on the 29th. 
 PIZZA PALOOZA was added 
so that we could once again gather 
but this time we added a new twist 
to the usual routine, a photo shoot 
was included so that members could 
have their cars photographed in a 
controlled fashion for our archives.  
As typical with an AACA function 
mother nature had to have the final 
word as you can see Richard and 
Nancy Buehrig taking shelter from  
the rain as they enjoy their pizza. 



‘ Twas a long time comin’ but it 
finally opened in June. I’m 
talkin’ about the new Dairy Queen 
in Leesburg. What better way to 
kick-off what was to be a long 
and hot summer. The new facility 
had plenty of outdoor seating so 

we could be “correct” and  
distance ourselves if we so 
chose. Some did and others 
did not. One thing was 
certain we all had a good 
time slurping down those 
cool treats and talkin’ old 
cars with each other. 

or July KOTR members 
journeyed to Ocala to partake 

of the world premier showing of  
the Williamson collection of fine 
cars. All of these in a unique 
gallery both designed and built by 
the owner. Needless to say all were 
duely impressed by what they had 
witnessed that day. 
 To follow up on all this the 
group met for lunch at MoJo’s to 
reflect on the days’ activity. 
 Fun for all I dare say. 



hen all  else fails in AACA the old  
 reliable activity is a car collection 

and the unique stories that accompany 
each and every car.  
 KOTR member Al Forster has a 
portion of his sizeable collection here in 
Florida while the balance remain in 
Buffalo, NY. Al was kind enough to invite 
fellow club members to his facility in 
Sumterville and explain the “rest of the 
story” behind each and every one. 
 Following our morning adventure 
we traveled to Brownwood in The Villages 
for lunch at the City Fire restaurant. 
 By this time it was getting hot and 
time to bid adieu to one another and look 
forward to Septembers’ gathering. 

   The Moncriefs, Jo and 
   Mercer enjoying the 
   collection. Barb and 
    Gordon Platt proudly 
     display the club  
     banner.  This lets 
       everyone know 
       that KOTR is on the 
      road once again & 
       having fun doing 
        so. 

If it was good once why not try it for a repeat? 
Options in September seemed to be fewer 
and fewer. Outdoor seating was becoming an 
issue for many of our members. Let’s see 
now, outdoor seating, good parking, good 
food or ice cream. Choices were getting slim. 
Someone piped-up …”why not go back to 
Russell Stover’s?”  How can you go wrong 
with cool refreshing ice cream? The answer, 
you can’t. No such thing as too much of that 
cool treat!  



e like to start our fall season in KOTR  
with a fine dining experience. This year  

the restaurant 1921 Mount Dora was  
selected for this party. Twenty members 
made the journey on Sunday the 4th in 
order to take advantage of their Sunday  
Supper special. For the first Sunday of the 
month the choice is Prime Rib. I believe that  
nearly everyone with a few exceptions opted 
for this special treat. After all it is but once a 
year that we indulge ourselves, as a club, in 
this fashion. Bon Appétit. 

efore we leave this annual review of KOTR activity for   
 2020 let’s just count up what we have done in a year 

that is destined for the record books in many respects. 
 
January           1 
February        3 
March              1 
April                0 
May                  2 
June                 1 
July         1 
August             1 
September     1 
October           1 
November      1 
December      2  

That my friends is 15 activities in an 
otherwise bad year. Just imagine if you 
will what we can do in a GOOD year. 
 
The future looks bright for us, friends 
helping to make the next day more  
promising than the last. We have what  
it takes to be the best. Now we have to 
focus our attention on the upcoming 
tour as well as our regular schedule to 
make 2021 the best so far. 





 We have been talking about  this for months 
now and it is finally time for everyone to get involved. 
Folks from all over the country have been inquiring as 
to when they can sign-up for this tour. With only a  
limited number of spaces (75) available they will fill 
quickly. 
 Now is the time to visit the tour website and plan 
to register in January. These will be processed on a 
first come/first served basis. 
 You will meet some wonderful friends on this 
three day tour, you just haven’t met them yet. If 
you have never toured before this will be a super  
opportunity to see just how much fun your car can be. 
This is what AACA is all about, the camaraderie, the 
cars, the driving, the stories and of course the food.  
 The tour committee from the host clubs has been 
working for a full year to put this tour together for you, 
right here in our own back yard. This will be so much 
more than our monthly jaunts. Get your cars ready for 
the road as well as yourselves. See you in April!   




